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STRIKE ENDED, FORD OPENS TODAY 


First Quarter Sales Set All-Time High fs ‘sont ies 


Likely to Resume 


11,300,000 Umit) eee |Later This Week 
Retailedto Exceed 


°37 Mark by 23% 


'Mar. Total Tops 500,000; | 


















3-Point Settlement Ends 
11-Day Dispute; Election 
| Procedure Set 


On Labor Front 


Sparks 


I Follow My Hat 






By 


Jacobson Talks 
s = . | Contract dispute threatens Page 
Chrysler’s Fluid Drive Field Stocks Put on wstike at GM ieee 20 
rr 8 i a S aychecks at new 1gn.. 
‘Who, Me? on Air | 30-Day Basis Texas outlaws strike violence... 6 
By Pete Wemhoff 
Suiha On Sales Front : * Managing Editor 
‘ . March sales in etrol ge | i 

Chris Sinsabaugh ome sill-time 4 ee 2 DETROIT.—With settle- 
anadian sales on upswing ..... l « 

| Automotive exports ‘ap errs 14 ment late Friday of the 11 


day Ford Rouge strike, pro- 
duction in the world’s largest 


single factory will resume 
today (Apr. 14) as the first of 85,- 
000 workers return to get initial 
operations under way. Company 
officials expect final assembly of 
cars and defense materials can be 
started the latter part of this week, 
ne with work in 16 branch assembly 
of 1,050,121 units in the first three | plants likely to resume sometime 
months of 1937 and with 949,387 in | | ment week. 
the first quarter of 1929. : | INTERRUPTED by the 11-day strike which brought about stoppage on the| Major points of the strik« settle- 
March retail sales are estimated | $1,550,000 defense program, as well as the manufacture of cars and trucks, the| ment, arrived at Friday after the 
at above 500,000 cars and trucks, a Fords again stand ready to put their shoulders to the wheel and speed up| National Labor Relations Board 


THE CONDUCTOR, left, listens while | : ’ |their patriotic work, now that labor peace prevails. The picture shows father : 
Charley Jacobson, right, tells "hen | percent gain over 1940's 398,658 | and son studying the miniature scale replica of the Ford Rouge plant. had agreed to postpone its sched- 
sales and 20 percent ahead of 


about Chrysler and fluid drive. , ‘ Henry is at the left and Edsel at the right. uled hearing of UAW-CIO charges 
February this year. February’s to- against Ford, were these: 


HARLEY JACOBSON, Chrysler tal was 420,221 units and January’s N R C il 
ee a, | 301.976. O eason or urtat ment io he ee 


‘vice-president in charge of sales. RES bes 
was feeling pretty well satisfied | First-quarter production is placed | 


ad : p ; k j}at 1,551,029 ears and trucks, also| e non-strikers alike, without dis- 
with his retail deliveries reports . : i O C O p B hr kS crimination, except in th f 
| l]-t ak f th d. | r y ’ pt in the cases o 
for the first quarter of 1941 when | The excess ps chant 200006 waite | a ut ul, at tc a Ss | three men. The three men were 

among eight blamed by the com- 


I opened the door and_ threw} : . 
h a between production and retail sales | - ; ss 
my hat into the room. It stayed s . b PONTIAC.—That the automobile! extends from the city to the cross-| pany for provoking the strike. 
does not represent that much boost '. ee : é 
industry made over 1% million| roads filling station. | Their cases will be mediated by 


there so I didn't hesitate to follow | ; 
and Army units are included in the| Units during the first quarter and| “There are 41.790 car and truck | J@mes F. Dewey, federal conciliator. 


DETROIT.—Corresponding 
with record factory opera-| 
tions, activity in the field) # 
resulted in a new all-time| @ 
retail sales mark of 1,300,000 | 


ears and trucks during the first | 
quarter of this year. The estimate 
compares with the previous record | 











i kek aeeieed ln one af tel” field stocks, since both Canadian 


ima 300 of ite phat ake production total for the quarter. oe ahead of schedule with | dealers and 87,452 repair shops. In Establishment of grievance pro- 
n March, its first month. I could| 2" fact. field inventories at pres- _ — — has been overlooked addition there are some 400,000 cedure to be in effect until after 
ie ane aan den Ged imagined | °"* sales rates are estimated to be | y wowed bebe goes a curtailment | filling stations. Curtailment would | an NLRB election, which will be 
Iwas riding in a emanations on the basis of only a 30-day sup- |!" automobile pro uction, accord- | affect all industries connected with! held as soon as possible and in 

as sine. ply, with factories actually allotting | ing to D. U. Bathrick, general sales | the automobile which last year em-| any event not more than six weeks 





FOLLOWING = . _ | ears to dealers. Several makes have | er of Pontiac Motor. ployed 6,500,000 workers —or one-! from now. The grievance board will 

th 3+ my appearance in even a lower supply of cars in some| If this can be accomplished in seventh of all employed persons in include Gov. Van Wagoner and 

foe — ae a eee sections of the country, due to heavy | the face of the greatest demand, the United States.” Dewey. 

; gures that demonstrated sales, shipping difficulties, strikes,| for mew automobiles in history Individual transportation a i 

t . si Dinas ' ' 5 ees : : a ans f S pro- | Agreement of both ties 

be - pace of Chrysler sales not| ete, Chevrolet's inventories in the | there should be little reason for vided by the aeectiie is a eas | oe a os oo a 

aie this first quarter of the | Cleveland zone, it is reported, have|curtailment in the normal sales/factor in avoiding housing short- | tion , - 

2 on year but the model year | (Continued on Page 27, Col. 4) periods which are bound to follow, | ages, especially in defense areas,! Considerable discussion Friday 
. Nae oe 7 he believes. __|Bathrick points out. Stoppage of | centered about 13 points of pro- 

NOTING ON the Jacobson desk Roosevelt Vests Only extreme emergency will| new car production would freeze cedure for the NLRB election in 

aes cause curtailment, Bathrick inti- cars with their present owners.! Ford and Lincoln plants. 


the ¢ i 
Saturday So a bone Price Control in |mated, because of the place of the The older cars would be the first| Following are the 13 points gov- 
showi ‘ ; | |}automobile in our economic pic- to pass out of existence after cur- ; ed f h lecti 
owing the ducks arrogantly ‘ ’ 2 erning procedure for the election, 
3 ture. tailment and, since there would be as proposed by the company and 


wimming in a f . : 
& in a fountain pool) I} Federal Agency no new cars coming in to filter | okayed by the CIO: 


bicked it up. A distributor had sent | “The automobile industry is not 

itin and written on it was a sug- | WASHINGTON—Moving to|merely a group of manufacturing down to used car owners, the men| 1. The company will furnish a 
gestion for a Chrysler ad: “Join | scotch inflation and protect con-| plants in Detroit, or Pontiac,” | (See CURTAILMENT, Page 20, Col. 5) (Continued on Page 20, Col. 1) 

the parade with fluid drive.” It; Sumers from gouging, ee | a said. “Rather it extends 

sounded pat to me an we | Roosevelt Friday created a federal| to the very roots of the nation. | NLRB d ° 

‘he high command bh seller hae lagency to control prices. Leon| Its needs are supplied by the fields, | raers orc ecttons 

What the Chrysler unit is doing | Henderson, former head of the Se-|the mines and countless mills. It 


with this outstanding feature | curities Exchange Commission and | T b aH 
ing feature. price watch dog of the national | The Top Ten O e eld Before May 22 


‘How many of your 1941 : : 
Sales stipulate fluid. es defense advisory commission, will 








as , : | 
a And Charley came back | head the new agency ae, PASSENGER CARS | DETROIT.-Acting with record|a decision will be had by the latter 
vith a reference to Ivory soap’s| _ Roosevelt acted after defense of-|| First Ten in Registrations as || speed, National Labor Relations| part of Mz hich uni i 
“aim to being 99.44 percent pure. | ficials complained of rising prices|| Reported in AN Today: Board early last week ordered ~ re rena i’ ee is it are i 
“With fluid drive Chrysler Sieg (ts many commodities essential to || 941 elections in the Ford and Lincoln ease : oe ee 
you can make it 99.99 percent,” he the preparedness program. Pos. Make plants here to determine who shall | The NLRB’ f l 
venunued. “An order for a con-| There have been price rises also | 4 141,980 Chevrolet 119,702— 1 ||Tepresent employes in bargaining| Ford em slave “ ret ote scribed 
tional gear is comparable with|in consumer goods, including cer-'| 9_ 193,469 Ford 79,275— 2 || Negotiations. | the seen - aeons: ee 
Wit for a special-built body.| tain foodstuffs, which have added || 3_ 67.374 Plymouth 60,467— 3 || While the NLRB action did not | a follows: 
ame the conventional drive is |to the average cost of living. 4— 49,647 Buick 40,256— 4 | stem from the UAW-CIO strike at| and ¢] Dw gps we mamseneene 
- ing like the dodo bird or! Both the President and Hender- 5— 44,901 Pontiac 29,697— 6 || the Rouge plant, the hearings hav- |. ] i Y eungnnyen at Ge Lin- 
te SPARKS, Page 27, Col. 1) son, it was said, are loath to order 6— 37,957 Oldsmobile 26,076— 7 || ing been started before the dispute a oe Detroit, will have an 
general maximum price-fixing, pre- || 7— 31,127 Dodge 30,280— 5 || began, the speedy action is believed Sw Co Cerne Waa 
|ferring to scotch individual items 8— 20,767 Chrysler  14,113— 8 || in most quarters to have had con- | oe Casive to be represented by 
Autom Issue | they zoom out of line—the || 9— 15,226 Studebaker 13,425— 9 | siderable effect on the CIO and| oe oo Union, United Auto- 
Car erivtra ashington -+-Page 26 |course that has been followed to || 10— 13,447 Mercury 12,107—10 || Ford strike negotiations during the oe sod eee . Same 
oming Eventos corte age 2: date. . past week. > es ae ae, 
FO RMN iss oo a5 ck oad Page 4 || aes cna Total All Makes Federal Li 
Produetice nis Wieck ‘a 33 | a ae proree 585,265 475,714 oo NLRB ordered that the |or by ae — 
: gistratio coos ORO & may as } “5S oye ie . oo For complete standings , plant elections be held within 45| 2--Productic aintenanc 
Used Car Price Table. --iaze 33 authority to hold prices in line was cautiane aes Mei oa this a on days, or sooner if arrangements | clerical pst an at ae ae 





speculated upon. can be completed, indicating -that ' (See ELECTIONS, Page 20, Col. 5) 
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Detroit Sales Near Record; Other Cities Note Upsurge 
19,081 Cars, Trucks Sold | cee eS 7 


DETROIT.—Second highest sales 
month in history, February saw a 
total of 19,081 cars and trucks reg- 
istered in Wayne county (Detroit), 
it’s reported by Detroit Auto Dee!- 
ers Assn. Record was hung up in 
May, 1929, when 21,964 units were 
registered in the county. 


The March total comprised 18,614 
cars and 917 trucks, which repre- 


In Wayne County in March ae 





Economy Drive 
Ups Willys Sales 
77% Over Feb. 


TOLEDO, O.—Retail sales of 
Willys-Overland Motors, Inc., for 
March, the first month of a new 
advertising campaign in news- 
papers keynoting economy, in- 
creased considerably over Febru- 
ary, J. W. Frazer, president, an- 
nounced here last week. 


Frazer estimated domestic retail 
sales and foreign shipments in 
March at more than 3,000 units, 
registering increases of 77 percent 
over February, 30 percent over 
March, 1940, and 137 percent over 
the same month of 1939. Domestic 
sales alone in March were likewise 
up 77 percent over February, he 
said. 

“This stimulus to sales,” Frazer 
declared, “may be largely at- 
tributed to the effectiveness of a 
50 percent increase in the use of 
newspaper advertising in March 
compared with February.” 


First Quarter 
Sales Well Ahead 
Of 1940 in K. C. 


KANSAS CITY.—New car regis- 
trations during March here were 
well ahead of March, 1940, and 
first-quarter sales were almost 50 
percent ahead of the total regis- 
tered in the first quarter iast year. 


New car sales in March totaled 
2,077 as against 1,920 in March, 
1940, while the number of trucks 
sold during March totaled 204 as 
against 232 in the same period 
last year. 

Combined total of passenger car 
and truck registrations in the first 
quarter of 1941 were 7,019, while 
4,758 new cars and trucks were 
sold in the comparable period last 
year. 


New Car Sales 
Rise 50 Percent 
In Buffalo Area 


BUFFALO. — Buffalo and Erie 
county motorists are buying new 
automobiles at the rate of 150 to 
170 a day, breaking all records of 
recent years. The figure does not 
include the daily used-car turnover, 
ranging above 100 cars a day. 

New-car registrations in the 
county last week reached 1,010, a 
50 percent increase over the regis- 
trations in the same period a 
year ago. 

Fire Destroys 70 Cars 
BOSTON, Va.—Over 70 automo- 
12 new, 46 used, and over a 


Ss. 
biles, 
dozen customers’ cars, were destroyed 
when fire swept the Wyatt Chevrolet 
Storage Co. here last week. 








sents a gain of almost 100 percent 
over the 9,035 cars and 684 trucks 
(total 9,719 units) registered in 
March, 1940. The past month’s sales 
compared with 17,608 cars and 
trucks registered in February of 
this” year. 


To date this year Wayne county 
dealers have sold 45,882 cars and 
2,341 trucks, compared with 25,667 
cars and 2,124 trucks in the com- 
parable three months of last year. 


Ford continued in the van of new 
car registrations in March, with 
3,504, followed by Chevrolet with 
3,256 units. Other makes and their 
total registrations are: Buick 1,763; 
Cadillac 297; Chrysler 721; De Soto 
427; Dodge 1,234; Hudson 478; Lin- 
coln 70; Mercury 557; Nash 359; 
Oldsmobile 780; Packard 286; Plym- 
outh 2,191; Pontiac 2,098, and 
Studebaker 123. 


Ford also led the truck division 
with 383, with the other makes 
lining up as follows: Autocar 4; 
Chevrolet 186; Diamond T 2; Divco 
13; Dodge 165; Federal 8; GMC 
49; Hudson 3; International 63; 
Mack 5; Plymouth 20; Reo 1; 
Studebaker 1; White 13, and miscel- 
laneous 1. 


March Sales Hit 
All-Time Mark 
In Cleveland 


CLEVELAND.—Sale of automo- 
biles in Cuyahoga county in March 
reached an all-time high, both in 
dollar volume and in number of 
vehicles purchased. 


New passenger cars sold_ in 
March totaled 9,015. A conservative 
estimate of their retail value is in 
excess of $8,000,000. Largest num- 
ber of new passenger automobiles 
ever sold in this county in a single 
month before was 7,206 in April, 
1929. 

Sales of used cars by retail deal- 
ers in March totaled 9,969 while 
commercial units totaled 518. 


De Soto Reports 
March Sales Set 
All-Time Record 


DETROIT.—March was the best 
sales month in De Soto history, 
with dealers’ deliveries of new De 
Soto cars 11.1 percent greater than 
those of May, 1937, the company’s 
previous record-breaking month, it 
is announced by C. E. Bleicher, 
vice-president and general man- 
ager. 

Deliveries of new De Sotos last 
month showed a 43 percent gain 
over those of March, 1940, said 
Bleicher. 


Pacific Coast Business 
Seen at All-Time High 

SAN FRANCISCO. — Northern 
California is now entering a period 
of business prosperity that bids 
fair to outstrip all previous econ- 
omic upswings in this area. 

This conviction was expressed by 
James F. Waters, president of 
James F. Waters, Inc., De Soto- 
Plymouth distributors, last week 


lat a banquet at which he super- 


vised first distribution of cash 
awards in a $50,000 sales contest 


his organization is sponsoring. 





HE 100,000TH Chrysler 
last week. Left to right, 
division, putting his O.K. on No. 
advertising; A. M. Fleming, 
vice-president in charge of sales. 


works manager, 


car of the 1941 model rolled off the assembly line 


: David A. 
President 100000: ‘eos te. 


Wallace of the Chrysler Sales 
Tongue, director of 


and Charles L. Jacobson, 
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STUDEBAKER’S new sedan-coupe is available on either the Studebaker 
Commander Six or President Eight chassis. It is said to feature unusual head 
and legroom; has one-piece curved windshield and full lowering rear-quarter 
windows. Pictured is the Skyway Series sedan-coupe, which sells for $1,185. 
There is also a custom model on the Commander chassis, which sells for $965. 


Low-Priced Model Boosts 
Nash Sales to New Record 


DETROIT.—Sweeping public ap- | 23,699 units, set in the first quarter 


evies | Studebaker Sales 
+P ‘ 
ay During March Are 


Highest in History 


SOUTH BEND.—Retail sales of 
Studebaker passenger cars and 
trucks in the United States during 
March were the largest for the 
month in the history of the com. 
pany. Last month’s retail sales 
were also the best for any single 
month since May, 1928. 


Domestic deliveries in March 
amounted to 13,636 cars and trucks, 
a gain of 54 percent over the 8,829 
unit sales of March, 1940. For the 
first quarter of 1941, retail deliv- 
eries amounted to 30,298 units —a 
record for the period. In the first 
quarter of 1940, retail sales totaled 
22,389. 


Studebaker reported that factory 
sales to dealers during March 
amounted to 11,895 units, the largest 
March volume of factory sales 
since 1929, bringing first quarter 
sales to 30,020 units. In March, 1940, 
factory sales amounted to 11,392 


proval of the new car with which 
Nash Motors entered the lowest- 
price automobile field a few months 
ago has brought the company the 
biggest sales in its 25-year history 
and established a new all-time first- 
quarter sales record, it was re- 
vealed last week by W. A. Blees, 
general sales manager, Nash Mo- 
tors division. 


Blees said that the company’s 
January-February-March business | 
throughout the U. S. was twice as 
great as a year ago, and surpassed | 
the all-time record for the period 
by a wide margin. 

During the first quarter, he said, 
the company’s dealers delivered 
26,193 new Nash automobiles to 
customers, as compared with de- 
liveries of 13,070 new cars in the 
first three months of last year, 





and for the first quarter last year 
sales were 29,367. 


R.I. Sales Seen 
At All-Time High 


PROVIDENCE, R. I.—More new 
automobiles were purchased by 
Rhode Island residents during the 
first two months of the current 
year than in any corresponding 
period of the past, it is reported 
here, as payrolls in the state con- 
tinue to soar to new all-time peak 
levels under the impetus of de- 
fense activity. 

A total of 3,308 units sold during 
| the initial two months this year, 
according to the findings of a press 
survey, was 37.3 percent ahead of 
|the corresponding period a year 


bassador “600” goes principal credit 
for the company’s record-breaking 
sales, Blees declared. 


“This new model, we believe, has 
been the development of an auto- 
mobile that has all of the things 
to which the industry has accus- 
tomed the American motoring pub- 
lis, plus about 40 percent greater 
operating economy.” 

Blees said that the company’s 
engineers achieved this, after three 
years of research and development 
and the expenditure of $7,000,000, 
by producing a new kind of body 
construction that reduced dead 
weight and increased strength and 
useful size. To go with this new 
construction, he said, Nash engi- 
neers built an entirely new L-head 
motor that flashes the big car 


of 1929. 
To the new low-price Nash Am- 











and the best previous record of 





along at the rate of 500 to 600 miles 
on a tankful of gasoline. 

Sales in January were 6,240 units, 
a gain of 75 percent over the pre- 


San Antonio Car 





ago and more than double the sales 
of the same 1929 period. With de- 
mand continuing to climb, some 
dealers are reported unable to fill 
all orders. In the Pawtuxet Valley 


Sales at Record 
Level in March 


SAN ANTONIO, Tex.—New car 
sales for the month of March, as 
reported by the dealer-members of 
the San Antonio Auto Trade Assn., 
exceeded any previous month since 
July, 1928, according to figures re- 
leased last week. 


Sales totaled 1,606 units, with all 
makes showing substantial sales 
gains. Attention is called to the 
good returns by Buick, Oldsmobile, 
Pontiac, Dodge and Chrysler, as 
well as cars in the low price group. 
Sales, according to individual | 
makes, were as follows: 

Buick, 110; Cadillac, 21; Chevro- | 
let, 314 (and 50 commercial units 
and 25 trucks); Chrysler, 62; De 
Soto, 18 (and one commercial unit) ; 
Dodge, 81 (and eight commercial 
units and 17 trucks); Ford, 223 
(and 24 commercial units and 14! 
trucks); GMC truck, 16 ‘(and five 
commercial units); Hudson, 33; 
IHC Truck, 12 (and 52 commercial | 
units); Lincoln-Zephyr, seven (and 
one commercial unit); Mercury, 32; 
Nash, seven (and one commercial 
unit); Oldsmobile, 80; Packard, 17; | 
Plymouth, 130 (and 13 commercial 
units}; Pontiac, 115 (and_ three 
commercial units); Studebaker, 46 
(and two trucks and two com- 
mercial units); Willys, 22 (and two 
commercial units); White Truck, 
one. Totals: 1,339 cars, 162 com- 
mercial units and 87 trucks. 

Sales by out-of-county dealers: 
Chevrolet, six (and one commercial 
unit and one truck); Dodge, one; 
Ford, two; Nash, one; Oldsmobile, | 
one; Plymouth, two; Pontiac, two; 
and Studebaker, one. Grand to- | 
tals: 1,355 cars, 163 commercial 
units, and 88 trucks. Total units: 
1,606. 


March 














sales during preceding | 
years: 1936 1,116; 1937—1,028; 1938 
—708; 1939—845; and 1940—-1,077. 
Continued good business is pre- 
dicted for April as U. S. Army ac- 
tivities continue to bring more men 
into the city. The personnel of the 
Army is at present approximately 
34,000, in addition to the personnel 
at Randolph Field, and this num- 
ber is expected to be more than 
doubled during the next six months. 





| week of gain in the spring selling 
season, Pratt disclosed. 


| 
vious January. In February the | 
total jumped to 9,431 units, a) 
gain of 156 percent over February, 
1940. 

Sales during the last 10 days 
of March rose to 6,193 units, nearly 
as great as the entire January total 
and 163 percent above sales in the 
comparable period last year, Blees 
said. Total sales during March were 
10,524 units, against 5,830 units de- 
livered to customers in March last 
year. 

Blees added that production for 
defense in Nash plants was up to 
schedule, and increasing steadily. 


Hudson’s April 
Sales Climb 21% | 
Above Year Ago 


DETROIT.— Retail sales of new 
Hudson cars in the United States 
for the week ending Apr. 5 
climbed 21 percent over the corre- | 


sponding week a year ago, George! CLINTONVILLE, Wis. — Two Four 
H. Pratt, general sales manager, Wheel Drive, Co. officials, died within 
reported Friday. three days of eac other. ran ause, 
71, secretary and director of the firm 
Total sales for the first week of|ana one of its original founders, died 
April amounted to 2,276 units and | suddenly Apr. 2, while Charles F. 
represented the _ third successive | Thomson, 5S. forsign sales ae 
dead in bed Apr. 5 at Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil. 


dealers report gains as high as 
300 percent over last year. Used 
ear sales are reported keeping 
pace with the demand for new 
models. 

More than 150,000 cars have been 
registered thus far this year, it 
is reported, as compared with 137,- 
000 for last year. 

While other retailers also are 
reporting sales gains, automobile 
dealers appear to be way out in 
front in the competition for the 
increased amount of folding money 
going into workers’ pockets during 
the business and industrial up- 
surge. A chart compiled by the 
Providence Journal shows the sales 
by automobile dealers to have in- 
creased nearly 50 percent in Febru- 
ary over the corresponding period 
ja year ago, whereas the average 
gain of all retailers in the state 
for the same month is listed as 
20 percent. 


Two Officials Die 














SAN FRANCISCO Nash men get a preview of the hem 
company is currently holding at 33 different points throughout me, — 
Shown just before the San Francisco dinner which opened the series ae ee 
are a group of Pacific Nash Co. executives, with some of the outer Peal 
featured at the dinner. Left to right, Vic Young, used car managers, Bab 
Schamp, service manager; Ben Sturgis, assistant sales manager, 

Lowry, retail sales manager. 








“Victory Dinners” that the | 
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\ | Dealers tell me 


| By John 0. Munn 











Dealers Protest Ford Tieup 


S. C. Association 
Asks Legislators 
To Take Action 


p canoes k ‘can a, eee tea questions or requests may be 
’ addresse o jJonn QO. 
and the writer’s name ‘wilt bo beet te, ‘tee © ‘cennuiad. RALEIGH, N. C.—Effects of the 
Vv Ii Ford strike on innocent bystanders 
. | — —car dealers the ae 
a — e + ee 
= ECENTLY I visited C. O. Mini-|{ perspective and forming a back- Wolfe, coanlans. of North Carolina 
ng er, who is chairman of the ground as to just what would be Automobile Dealers Assn., last 
he | hoard of Electric Auto-Lite Co.,and| most helpful to appear in this week, before the dispute was ended, 
m- | one of Toledo's leading citizens. He colunin. Dealers fully appreciate to dispatch the following letter to 
les |js a man of charming personality,| that competition itself is the life all North Carolina senators and 
zle | for whose achievements I have| of trade and in this field, par- representatives in Washington: 
sreat admiration. —— a aon te ae ‘ae 2 a a. “Dear Congressman: 
ch Jout with just an idea about - E vee ; Vern| “As you are aware, this associa- 
. years ago, and er anak . a — ~ eee 2 Hall of Tous, Our, of, the Sowa, Ankemendics of Des icines, Socstient, and tion has gone on record on a num- 
09 |come the largest independent as ii cen. idee feel also | Walter Ferrell, Des Moines, secretary-manager. ber of occasions against strikes ex- 
he manufacturer of electric equipment a S Ss column, rather than to Se ne isting at various times in motor 
iv. | for —— in wg world. 7 ‘ose Neieaiiied Gee ge Be vehicle manufacturing plants, and 
s ries, strung out across e aan s U S E U. C l in our organization desir 
"at aaa, furnish employment regu-| beneficial by pointing out the © ° xperts 77 g e ontro qupeuse its a = ae - a 
eq | larly to 25,000 persons. All of the| causes. Then it can better exert e e strike now in progress in the plant 
cadre of this column are affected) a more healthful infuence tmtm- | Qyner Trade Associations et tee Fora totor Co. 1 ents situa 
_ | by this enterprise, and use and sell| Proving conditions. tion is allowed to continue, the 
a at least some Auto-Lite products. + * * Ford dealers and the motoring 
ast a O, while the preparation of this} DETROIT.—All trade associa-; Economic Committee in Washing-| public in general, both of whom 
ies | Miniger, who always has a column involves some writing| tions would be required to register | ton. are innocent bystanders, will be 
er | deep abiding interest in others, | and much correspondence, still you| with a government agency and to| The study’s recommendations | much affected. 
49 | asked me how I was coming | can see why it is such a thrill and| file registration statements con-| also would require trade associa-|_ “In this time of national crisis 
99 | with my column in Automotive | inspiration. It has been a means of|cerning nature and scope of ac-|tions to file copies of charters, ar-| it certainly seems that nothing 


News. That reminded me that I should be done by the public or 


any agency in this country to pro- 
mote or encourage strike situa- 
tions, and if the condition con- 
tinues, it is up to our representa- 
tives in the Congress to take 
some steps to alleviate it. In this 
state where there are a number of 
defense projects now in progress, 


tivities under legislation proposed 
by U. S. treasury department ex- 
perts in a study on the federal 
anti-trust laws, submitted last 
week. to the Temporary National 


renewing old acquaintances and 
started this effort more than six | coming into direct contact with 
months ago. I started it with re- | many more fine dealers. 

luctance because I disliked put- ck & 

ting myself up against a date- 
line again in my old age. How- 
ever, I decided to do so because 
I saw in it an opportunity to ad- 
vance a cause I have had all my 


‘ar ticles of incorporation, by-laws, 
agreements, code of ethics and re- 
ports on activities not more than 
twice a year. It also suggested as- 
sociations should be required to 
keep complete stenographic records 
of their proceedings at all regular 
and special meetings. Heavy pen- 
alties should be imposed for fail- 


Dealers May 
Express Selves 
This column will never attempt 





Kentucky Dealers 


by | life—to promote the importance | to be so authoritative as to be e : r falsification,|there has been no difficulty what- 
he | of the dealer in this industry. To | necessary to support opinions Open Campai gn apo cns — © ever with labor, and the general 
nt | point out the dealer’s contribu- | with a lot of factual, dull data, e . Gack reeelcoments, tt was bebé attitude here with reference to the 
ng | tion in making available the full | most of which is available else- Of Reorganization la f aieh backeround in anti.|Sttikes in other parts of the coun- 
ed | benefits that the use of the auto- | where anyway. It will constantly ee ae a. try is one of utter condemnation 


n- | mobile bestows on humanity. offer opportunity for dealers to LOUISVILLE.—Plans have been | trust litigation, speed preliminary] 254 intolerance.” 


ak * * + express themselves. It will, with | completed for a vigorous campaign ellie’ aaeeianenl raat ity pr 
le- the support of my readers, cover |of reorganization of Kentucky|*%" ’ 2 

Strong Appeal during the course of the year the | Automobile Dealers Assn., long aoe aie vaur saad Annual Meeting 
ng | To Reason whole fascinating complex prob- | dormant, in order to meet serious | @!SCi0 ‘ 
: offered the further oppor- lems surrounding retailing inthis | problems of the near future prin- | @ctivity oe ee Se Of MATA Held; 
m6 Seentier te tebe um te better Beb> trade. It will attempt to be hon- | cipally as a result of the need for | tion. 
of | lic a sonaialien mn eames est, temperate, and because it has | mechanics. It was further recommended that Taylor Is Named 
ar | that "ine automobile had just as such a basic background, will in- The reorganization move was the concept of the trade associa- 
es | strong appeal to the reason as it dicate to all readers, I hope, @ | initiated at a meeting held here|tion be broadened to include any} MONTREAL.—C. Douglas Tay- 
le-| has to the emotions. Emotions,| “¢fimite command of the subjects |jast week, at which Walter E.|8roup whether or not incorporated | jor, president of the Chevrolet 
ne | sehaps, has been the chief acti- covered. ea Blanchard, general manager,|0f three or more persons engaged| Motor Sales Co. of Montreal, was 
ill | vating motive behind the purchase National Automobile Dealers Assn.,|in the same trade, industry or line| elected presideut of the Montreal 
€Y | of passenger cars in the past. Price Complex warned dealers of the difficulties|0f commerce which is concerned! Aytomobile Trade Assn. at the an- 
as sé P looming on the horizon, stating| With or engages in concerted ac-|nual meeting of that body in the 
ed Well, I find the work of con In Salesmen that “curtailment of automobile | tivities. Mount Royal hotel. 
n& | ducting the a a ieniee- RECENTLY attended a Dale|Production due to priorities on} As another step to improve anti-| Taylor served as treasurer and 
Mt tion, rather than a chore; in Carnegie institute. Richard steel and other materials is aj|trust law administration efficiency, | director during the past year. 
an | fact, Iam very enthusiastic about | Borden, a man with an_ inter- certainty later this year. the study, noting that one of the| P. O. Messier, president of Mod- 


principal difficulties in application 
of the laws to capital combination 
has been that litigation is carried 
on after rather than before the 
event, urged adoption of new 
standards and new procedure for 
advance approval and determina- 


ern Motor Sales, Ltd., was elected 
vice - president; D. D. Campbell, 
president of Campbell-Decarie, 
Ltd., secretary, and R. Genereux, 
president of Genereux Motors, Ltd., 
treasurer. 

Other elected directors were E. 


Turner A. Summers has been 
elected president of the local group 
in charge of the drive to reorgan- 
ize. In active charge of the cam- 
paign will be Lew Ullrich, execu- 
tive director, Motor Truck Club of 
Kentucky, retained to act in a 


it it. The work has further con- 
7. | firmed my belief that automobile 
dealers are high-class men. Many 
of them, besides being important 
business men in their communi- 
ties, are leaders in civic, social, 


national reputation as a sales con- 
sultant, was one of the instructors. 
He gave a thought which may give 
a chuckle to salesmen who read 
this column—a Confucius saying— 
“Salesman who spends time in 


re 
ile 
in 


liti ir, instead of territory, all ; ‘ 
he| fife. These ‘men are wood Snan. | finds’ himself on bottom.” He also| similar capacity for the dealers'|tion of the legality of corporate] A. Everson, R. B. Perrault, Joseph 
“| agers not only of their business, | had considerable to say about sales- | 87Oup. integration. Boule, R. H. Pattison, G. O. Cler- 


mont, L. Ferland and F. T. Shaw. 
Pattison who is general manager 
of Packard Motor Car Co. of Can- 
ada, Ltd., and Perrault, president 
of Cumming - Perrault, Ltd., were 


men with a price complex. He re- 
ferred to taking “ice out of price.” 
He was not talking about the auto- 
mobile industry, either. All trades 
have their price-cutting problem. 


p- but of themselves. They are re- 
he| SPonsive to ideas, plans and sug- 
es| Sestions for the betterment of 
n-| Conditions in the trade. They, not 
u-| 1% are responsible for any help- 


At the meeting Ullrich asked for 
the cooperation of the Louisville 
dealers in building anew a state- 
wide organization, and announced 
plans for the first of a series of 


Gloster Heads 
N.Y.C. Dealers 


d| fulness in this column. Of course, | He had many good thoughts that| meetings throughout the state, to . named joint chairmen of the deal- 
mn one would have to have a heart | would be helpful to automobile|be held May 1, at Lexington. L. of eee ee ‘oo ers’ committee. Messier, W. E. 
te| of stone not to be inspired by the |salesmen and dealers. He made|Clare Cargile, Texarkana, Ark., omobile Merchants Assn. Of | Hamilton and A. Racine were ap- 


New York, Inc., last week elected 


pointed a committee in connection 
the following of- 


with used car prices. Clermont, 


other remarks under the command, 
“Make every sale have pups.” I 


fact that dealers write me as 
many as a hundred letters a 


president of NADA, has been in- 
vited and is expected to attend this 


as 


: ; : ficers: ident of Clermont Motors, Ltd 
week. Many dealers have agreed | promise to devote a column sooner| meeting as guest speaker, Ullrich : presiden ’ ” 
to take the responsibility o of- | or later on these subjects. | said. President, R. F. and Boule, president of Nash- 
Sale ented et ae, ae Gloster, assistant} LaFayette Automobile, Ltd., were 


sales manager, 
Studebaker Corp.; 
first vice presi- 


chosen to represent the association 
on the new joint committee of the 
automobile industry for Montreal 


ever the occasion requires. Some 
ec, | have written me a great many 
times on various subjects during 


On the House... 





ed | this six-month period. All of this dent, M. C. Thomp- | and district. 
e¢ | has been enjoyable. So now I || «rpiE voice of Jacob BUT the hand of Esau” is the tag of  eakiaa: 
nd | Won’t be contented until I hav oe r Se ee ee ae ager, Pontiac; B H d 
0. | at least one deal ae ao, folder just issued by New Jersey Motor Truck Assn., detailing second vice-presi- aston to ea 
-| ai a o ' oe ene ie this the railroads’ efforts to stifle highway transportation. ... Because dent, D. C. Fen- ° ° 
clamn. No er 7 . the state ranks high in automobile losses due to fire, South ner, vice - presi- Minneapolis Assn. 
thusiastic. —— > oo Carolina Automobile Dealers Assn. is offering $50 reward for R.F.Gloster dent, Mack In- : 
evidence leading to arrest and conviction for arson in the burning national Motor| MINNEAPOLIS. — Minneapolis 
7 = of a car in the state. ... Truck Corp.; secretary -treasurer,|Automobile Dealers Assn. has 
: . ; , oer “1: g : : he following officers for 
Direct Contact National Automobile Dealers Assn. is making its survey of William D, Stewart, president, — : 
Vith Public dealer operations for 1940; cooperation urged. . . . Tennessee Chrysler New York Co., Inc. ae ae 
Automobile Dealers Assn. has issued a bulletin giving attorney Harry G. Bragg continues as rolet Co resident: C. K. Minar 
OST dealers are forward-look- general’s rulings on dealer tags. .. . Pennsylvania Automotive general manager of the association + te Motor Co " vice- resident: 
ing. They are not only suc- Assn. is urging dealers to back “Good Roads Amendment” and Herbert G. McLear as counsel.|', 1 yeDonald McDonali-Gilfillan 
a business men, but are per- (H.B. 733), which outlaws permanent diversion of highway Gloster entered the automobile | co secretary-treasurer 
y successful in their manner unds.... : : : é = ; 
© tes: Sue weald te & coed f industry with Willys-Overland and| Directors elected were Paul 


has been connected with the Stude- 
baker organization since 1922. 
From 1935 to 1937 he was zone 
manager of the South Bend branch. 

Automobile Merchants Assn. of 
New York, Inc., is composed of 
automobile dealers and allied 
| businesses associated together for 
|the purpose of creating a common 


Before selling merchandise on credit to enlisted men, be sure 
to get okay of transaction from commanding officer, dealers are 
warned by Chicago Automotive Trade Assn. . . . Akron dealers 
sling farewell party for Paul Martin, executive secretary who's 
leaving Apr. 15 for sojourn in U. S. Army... .“If I were a Dealer 
in ’41, I'd stand on this platform of sound management,” points 
out Commercial Credit Co.: “1. I would control my prospect and 
not let him control me. 2. I will make a profit on each new car 
sold —and will finance my new car sales so there will not be 
excessive repossessions to affect my sales later on. I will buy my |ground for mutual advancement 
used cars and move them on sound terms. 4. I will take advantage |and the furtherance of the auto- 
of the opportunity to control my credits on the rising market.” | motive industry. Organized in 1911, 
—Prre WEMHOFF. it represents the industry in the 
counties of Manhattan, Bronx, 
Richmond and Westchester. 


Wishart, Packard; C. L. Holt, Holt 
Motor Co.; W. G. Shaw, Shaw 
Motor Co., and R. N. Jones, R. N. 
Jones Motor Co. H. M. Whisman 
is executive secretary. 

The annual meeting was ad- 
dressed by Samuel B. Shapiro, gen- 
eral manager of Chicago Automo- 
bile Trades Assn. 


to any community. They add sta- 
p | bility to this trade. A dealer's or- 
8anization is the only section of 
this great industry to come in di- 
rect contact with the public. 





* - +. 

Quite frequently some write 
about the toughness of local 
Competition and about the many 

@ | Vicissitudes in this trade. I am 

a hankful to be constantly ap- 

8 Prized of all conditions existing 

. ‘verywhere. This knowledge is 

Pful in keeping the proper |L. 





Trenne Appointed 


HELENA, Mont.—The executive com- 

mittee of Montana Automobile Dealers’ 

n., has named Martin Trenne as 
secretary of the association. 
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now. This publication, God willing and so long as 
it is in our charge, will never champion the cause 


gossip or inflame prejudice. It will confine 
the upbuilding of the industry it is pledged to serve, 
wholly through the dissemination of NEWS which 
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A Harvest Moon 


ESPITE the scurrying war clouds, the thunder of the big 

guns rolling across the Atlantic, Uncle Sam frantically 
rushing the defense program and aid for Britain, the moon 
came over the mountain so far as our automobile industry 
is concerned, at the end of the first quarter of the calendar | 
year. From where we sat it looked like a harvest moon both 
in production as well as sales. In fact, it was an all-time high 
for any quarter, even beating ’29 which we always have con- 
sidered unbeatable. More than 1,300,000 retail sales in three 
months indicate, to our mind, the feeling of the buying public 
that the purchase of a new car or truck is an insurance 
against what’s likely to happen in this cockeyed world in the 
months to come. Fear of increased taxation and the threat 
of curtailment or possible stoppage of production later on 
undoubtedly has had a lot to do with the big increase, based 
on the belief that a bird in the hand is worth two in the bush. 


As for the quarter we are in at the present time, it is 
hard to prophesy. Undoubtedly there will be a normal re- 
cession after the spring drive ceases, but even at that the 
first half, with the impetus of the first quarter, should set 
another all-time high for the book unless strikes interfere. 
It is but natural to expect that come June, production of ’41 
models will slow down, as it always does, and the various | 
factories will get ready for the changeover to ’42. For there 
seems to be no doubt about there being 42 models, despite | 
rumors to the contrary, even though the industry is forced | 
to use substitute materials because of the defense needs for | 


metals demanded to build planes, tanks, guns and the like. | 


What Curtailment Means 


T has been argued by some that, because of the defense 
I program, there should be no 1942 models of automobiles; 
that the United States has millions of motor cars on the road 
now and that the old cars can furnish all necessary trans- 
portation during this emergency; therefore every ounce of 
effort could be put into the building of armament. For- 
tunately, this idea is only a whisper now, inspired by hys- 
teria. It isn’t sound reasoning, we believe, and to back up 
our opinion we turn to the sound analysis of the situation 
as made by Don Bathrick, general sales manager of Pontiac. 


Mr. Bathrick argues that the stoppage of new car pro- 
duction would freeze cars with their present owners. The 
older cars would be the first to pass out of existence after 
curtailment and, since there would be no new cars coming 
in to filter down to used car owners, many of them defense 
workers who need cars most, and who would be least able 
to get them. In other words, the elimination of the older 
ones after every mile of transportation has been delivered 
would curtail replacements from what might be called the 
higher brackets, the newer cars. 

st interesting in following out the Bathrick argument, 
is ler he es that last year the industry built 2,388,- 
000 cars for replacement only. In other words, he says, 85 
percent of production was absorbed in replacing scrapped | 


cars. 


One sacred pledge we make our friends here and | 


of any individual or any corporation which is not|te™™ms that any hesitation on their 
for the best interests of the automotive industry as | 
a whole. Nor will its columns be used to spread | 
itself to| 


is timely, authentic and of value——(AN 6-10-1933). | 
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DISPUTES 


I read with great interest in the 
Detroit Free Press of Apr. 6 the | 
leading editorial written by John 
S. Knight, publisher, on his views 
of Washington's attitude toward 
the labor's effort in the defense | 


So closely do Mr. | 
Knight's views on the subject co- 
incide with mine that Iam taking | 
the liberty to reprint his remarks. | 
Mr. Knight writes as follows: 


| 
| program. 
| 


NEW 
ALL-TIME SALES 





" eats taca It is highly un- 

] {HOUSE fortunate that 

SILENCE? another precious AND PRODUCTION 
week has been 

permitted to elapse without a RECORDS IN 

single word of protest from the 


| White House over the industrial 
warfare that is rapidly disrupting 
our defense program and seriously 
undermining the morale of every 
| good citizen who believes that true 
patriotism means sacrifice and not 


FIRST QUARTER 


profit. 
We have been told repeatedly 
that time is the essence of our 


endeavors to save England from 
Hitler’s juggernaut. During the de- 
bate on the Lend-Lease Bill, mem- 
bers of Congress who even dared 
}to question its provisions were 
| smeared as Nazi-lovers for “delay- 
| ing” its enactment. 

Manufacturers of war material 
‘have been told in the  bluntest 





he TNL. 


part to “cooperate and comply” in 
the defense program would mean 
that their plants would immedi- 
ately be seized and operated by 
| the government at its pleasure. 

A heavy hand was laid upon the 
crews of German, Danish and Ital- 
ian ships lying in our harbors for 
various acts of sabotage. The 
Italian Naval Attache at Washing- 
;ton has been handed his walking | 
papers for aiding in this destruc- | 
tion, not of United States property | 


Automotive News Cartoon by Ford McDonald 





n the hands of the President and 
| 


but of the vessels of technical 
neutrals which we plan eventually 
to turn over to England. 

* * 

On May 1, every patriotic citizen 
will be expected to do his share in 
financing the defense program by 
buying government securities com- 
mensurate with his pocketbook. 


Thousands of relief societies are 
currently aiding Great Britain, 
Greece, Finland and other nations 
that have been the victims of 
Europe’s ruthless dictator. 

Millions of the youth of America 
have been called to the colors 
under the universal conscription 
act and are cheerfully discharging 
their responsibilities of citizenship 
to the land they love at $21 a 
month. 

Believers in America from every 
walk of life are prepared to serve 
their government in any capacity 
where they can be of the greatest 
assistance. They stand by to await 
the call. 


This newspaper opposed enact- | 


ment of the Lend-Lease Bill be- 
cause its language contains all the 
basic ingredients of dictatorship. 
We felt that England could be 
given all the planes and imple- 
ments of war that she could use, 
under the authority then resting 


without bestowing any additional 
and unneeded powers upon him. 
That Congress saw it otherwise 
is a matter of history. House Bill 
No. 1776 is now upon the statute 
books. It therefore behooves every 
good American to see that it func- 
tions efficiently, that its provisions 
are carried out to the letter and 
that all patriotic citizens put their 
shoulders to the wheel in such a 


manner as to bring this frightful | 


war to as early a conclusion as is 
humanly possible. 

. 2s * 
defense can be 
expiation of 


What possible 
offered therefore 
the relatively 
who persist in 
fense program? What possible ex- 
the 


in 
few 
for 


cuse can be made power 


drunk labor leaders who are using | 
the present world crisis as a giant 


lever to promote union organiza- 


tion in the vital defense industries? | 


The epidemic of strikes raging in 
key defense plants from one end of 
the country to the other is nothing 


short of a national disgrace. While | 


and 
na- 


Citizen reads 
but pleas for 


Mr. 


hears 


Average 
nothing 


tional unity emanating from Wash- | 
the | 


ington, he also fails to see 
justice of his boy doing kitchen 
(Continued on Page 14, Col. 4) 


industrialists | 
impeding our de-| 


In This Corner 





| 


be observed upon request. 


Nausea 


We have been subscribers to 
| your paper for many years, and I 
can tell you that it is one of my 
favorite pieces of reading matter. 
Because of this feeling, I am im- 
pelled to write you this letter with 
the attached pictures (page 1 
photos on Ford strike) from your 
Apr. 7 issue. 

With the world in the condition 
that it is in, with business in the 
jittery stage that we find it, and 
in consideration of all present cir- 
cumstances, I would like to know 
your reasons for publishing pictures 
such as this. The brutality of hu- 
man beings as evinced in these 
pictures is something that I am 
ashamed of, and I cannot under- 
stand what any publisher expects 
to gain from the production of such 
pictures. This merely creates a 
nausea on the part of many dealers 
with the feeling that these pictures 
are much more at home in the 
| tabloids. 

We subscribe to your paper be- 
cause of its factual data on the 
industry, and I am convinced that 
the majority of dealers do the 
same. I like “Word in Edgewise” 
as well as “Sparks” and “Dealers 
|Tell Me,” but I cannot see what 
ean be gained from using pictures 
‘of this type in your paper. I would 
be interested to know your reason- 
|ing in this matter._C. E. Fribley, 
| president, John N. Benedict Corp. 
| (Pontiac-Cadillac), Norwich, N. Y. 

Epiror’s Note: Since Automo- 
vive News is a NEWSpaper, mir- 
roring the news of the industry, 
the Ford strike photos were pub- 
lished as a matter of timely news. 
Moreover, we felt that many of 
our dealer readers, living in non- 
metropolitan centers, would be 
vitally interested in a_ pictorial 
| highlight of exactly what was 

happe ning during the Rouge dis- 

turbance. 





St. Louis 

New and used car sales in St. 
Louis are showing better’ than 
seasonal increases. From the char- 
lacter of the trade-ins, it would ap- 
pear that a good deal of business is 


‘What’s the Reason? ... .’ 


The views expressed in this column are those of our readers. 
Anonymous contributions will not be accepted but confidence will 


Moon Comes Over the Mountain 











| being borrowed from next fall and 
| perhaps next year. 


| Stocks of both new and used cars 
appear to be in satisfactory rela- 


| tion to deliveries.-St. Louis. 


Idaho 


Used car stocks are stationary, 
| with sales slightly off. 
| New car stocks are below nor- 
| mal, with sales slightly off—W. G. 
Ash, secretary, Idaho Automobile 
Dealers Assn., Boise, Idaho. 


Coming Events 


APRIL 
17-18 — Atlanta. Georgia Automobile 
_ Dealers Assn. convention. 
25-27—Del Monte, Calif. 23rd annual 
automobile dealers golf tournament. 
Seattle. Washington Motor 
Transport Assn., annual convention. 





MAY 
1—Boston (Parker House). Automo- 
tive Trade and Accessories Show. 
22-23—Detroit (Statler). American Bat- 
tery Manufacturers, Inc., spring 


meeting. 

22-24—Pittsburgh (Wm. Penn) Annual 
Convention and Show of Automo- 
bile Engine Rebuilders Assn. 

JUNE 

1- 6—White Sulphur Springs, W. Va. 
(Greenbrier) SAE Summer Meeting. 

16-17—Excelsior Springs, Mo. Missouri 
Automobile Dealers Assn. conven- 


tion. 

23-24—Myrtle Beach, S. C. South Caro- 
lina Automobile Dealers Assn. con- 
vention. 

23-2i—-Reading, Pa. (Lincoln). Annual 
Convention of Pennsylvania Auto- 
motive Assn. : 

23-24—Rochester (Sagamore). Empire 
State Automobile Merchants Assn. 
Inc., annual convention. ; 

23-27—Chicago (Palmer House). Ameri- 
can Society for Testing Materials 
Annual Convention. 

JULY 

21-22—Asheville, N. C. (Park Grove 
Inn). North Carolina Automobile 
Dealers Assn. annual convention. 

AUGUST 

4- 7— Chicago (Stevens). 

Accessories Assn. Show. 
SEPTEMBER 
| 20-26—Milwaukee. (Schroder Hotel) SAE 
National Tractor Meeting. 
OCTOBER ; 

| 27-30—New York. Annual convention of 

American Trucking Assns. 

| 30-Nov. 1—Los Angeles. (Biltmore Ho- 

| tel) SAE National Aircraft Produc- 

tion Meeting. 


JANUARY 
| 20-21—Chicago (Palmer 
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GENERAL MOTORS DEALERS 
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HROUGH all the years that General Motors 
has been in business, you and we have worked 
together. 


They have been great years, despite their headaches 
from time to time. 


< 


wr 


— 
® 


Wewere building a business together—a new business 
based upon a new product, destined to revolutionize 
the living and broaden the horizons of millions. 


Our job has been to build that product better and 
better—to deliver the finest automobile values that 
General Motors research and manufacturing re- 
sources can provide. 


Your job has been to distribute that product 
and maintain it in service—a pioneering job, 
in which there still is and always will be 
much to be done. 


‘ er : ‘ Lartners 
: Sa group you have done that job so , in 
‘| well that steadily increasing numbers of . BOSE es 
people in America have come to own and —— 
SERVICE 


enjoy and benefit from the cars you sell. 





Here is a story few people know—few, even of those 
who benefit most. 


It is a story of how 18,000 local businessmen have 
Stepped up to a difficult job. 









It is a story of hard-won progress—of challenges met 
in management—of steadily advancing standards in 
selling and servicing—of learning to know what 
your local customers want and when they will 
want to buy. 


Few other groups of merchants in America have 
made a record finer than yours. 


We believe the people of America—the people of 
your home town—need to know that story. 


That is why we tell it here, why we plan to retell it 
in these pages in the months to come. 


[7 
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Legislature Kills 3 Bills 
Adversely Affecting Trucks 


Special to Automotive News 
LINCOLN, Neb. — The Nebraska 
unicameral legislature last week 
passed the long-fought L.B. 46, the 
“unfair sales act,” with most of 
its teeth neatly extracted, by a 
vote of 22 to 15, the exact number 


Michigan Bill 
Would Repeal 
Reciprocity Act 


LANSING.—A bill has been in- 
troduced in the senate here calling 
for repeal of the state reciprocity 
act and is strongly opposed by 
Michigan Trucking Assn. 

Introduced by Senator Baldwin 
of Albion, the bill proposes to 
repeal act 185 of the Public acts 
of 1937. After four years of opera- 
tion of this act which created the 
Highway Reciprocity Board, reci- 
procal agreements, the MTA bulle- 
tin stated, have been completed 
with 12 states and a number of 
additional states are under con- 
sideration at present. Passage of 
this bill would mean that all the 
progress made in the four years 
of operation of the reciprocity act 
would be wiped out. 

The bill has been sent to the 
Public Utility and Transportation 
Committee of the senate. 

House Bill No. 186 was defeated, 
receiving only 43 affirmative votes 
which is eight short of the required 
number to pass. This is the bill 
introduced by Rep. Joseph Warner 
of Ypsilanti, which would repeal 
the 40-mile exemption provision in 
the present motor carrier act, and 
at the same time increase the ex- 
empted vehicles under the act 
which are engaged in the hauling 
of farm products, fruit, green vege- 
tables, sugar beets, etc. 

Rep. V. O. Braun has introduced 
house bill No. 306, which provides 
that a driver of any motor vehicle 
weighing over 10,000 pounds, in- 
cluding the load thereon, shall not 
cross any railroad track without 
coming to a full stop. 





New Texas Law 
Outlaws Violence 


In Labor Disputes 


AUSTIN, Tex.—Signed into law 
last week by Gov. W. Lee O’Daniel, 
a bill outlawing violence in labor 
disturbances went into immediate 
effect. 

The act provides a penalty of 
one to two years in the penitentiary 
for anyone who, by violence or 
threat of violence, prevents another 
from working. 

Gov. O’Daniel characterized the 
new law as “the most constructive 
piece of legislation that has been 
put on our statute books in many 
years.” 


Foam Rubber Renamed 


NEW YORK.—To cover the increas- 
ingly diversified uses to which its rub- 
roduct is being put, the 


ber foam p 

United States Rubber Co. has changed 
the name from U. 8S. 
Koyalon. 


Royal Foam to 


of votes necessary for enactment, 
and Gov. Dwight Griswold has 
signified his intention of signing it. 


As passed, the bill provides that 
retailers can bring civil suits for 


damages against competitors whose 
low-cost sales can be proved to be 
injuring the business of the plain- 


tiffs. If a wholesaler or retailer 


advertises articles at less than cost, 
with the intent of unfairly divert- 
ing trade or injuring a competitor, 
it is defined as unfair competition, 
but newspapers are exempted from 
any penalty. 

The legislative public works com- 
mittee killed several bills of auto- 
motive interest last week. They 
were L.B. 367, which would have 
outlawed the use of four-wheel 
truck trailers with a gross weight 
of more than 3,000 tons on the 
highways of Nebraska; L.B. 481, 
which would have imposed a ton- 
mile tax on all commercial trucks; 
and L.B. 482, which would have 
placed a 5-cent per gallon tax on 
diesel fuel, colored green. This 
measure was intended to supply a 
law for taxing diesel fuels in case 
the present law on equalization 
fees, now before the supreme court, 
should be declared unconstitutional. 
L.B. 305, a bill to repeal the 1939 
law requiring registration and cer- 
tification of transfer of title on all 
motor vehicles, also was killed. 


Among automotive bills which 
have been approved for the general 
file are the following: L.B. 122, 
providing for the granting of au- 
thority to transport merchandise 
for hire upon application supported 
by statements from those who will 
use such service. (This privilege is 
intended to be granted for a limited 
time only, and to permit small 
operators to enter the “for hire” 
field.) L.B. 272, which would reduce 
the “tow car” fee from $10 to $5; 
L.B. 345, prohibiting levying occu- 
pation taxes on wholesalers when 


such wholesalers have their chief 


places of business in another local- 
ity which has the power to levy 
occupation taxes on resident whole- 
salers, and L.B. 470, which would 
provide for payment of a refund 
of the state 4-cent gasoline tax on 
all gasoline used in agriculture. 

L.B. 488 is still before the com- 
mittee on public works. It provides 
that lengths and weights of trucks 
shall be determined by a scientific 
formula recommended by the West- 
ern Conference of State Highway 
Officials, the American Assn. of 
State Highway Officials and the 
U. S. Army. The formula recom- 
mended is: Length plus 40, times 
750. 


Kansas Mileage Taxes 
May Be Paid with Bonds 


TOPEKA, Kans. — Gov. Payne 
Ratner has signed a bill, which 
would allow motor carriers to give 
bonds to the state corporation 
commission in lieu of regular cash 
deposits to cover ton-mileage taxes. 

This measure is one of four 
changes which Kansas_ truckers 
and the governor have been seeking 
since the first of the session. It 
was introduced by the house motor 
carriers committee. 


Pete Wemhoff's Fourth Dimension 
offers news of automotive advertising. 





SAN FRANCISCO zone’s “Seventy Per-Centers,’” those dealers who showed 


a gain of 70 percent or more i 
were honored recently at the 
meeting called by zone manager Cc. C. 
its excellent showing is 
extreme left. Currie stan 
include Page H. | 
bald, San Jose; W. 


Ray Ramsey, Monterey; E. D. 


Thomus M. Ray, 
ds besite, nie, “Others standing, from left to right, 
Lamoreaux, Vallejo; ayton Greene, 

D. McNevin, Richmond. Seated, Robert 
Freeman, 


n new car sales during January and February, 
Fairmont hotel in San Francisco at a special 
Currie. Congratulating the 


roup upon 
Pontiac Pacific regional manager, 
Pp ; George T. Theo- 
©. Charley, Alameda; 


Merced; Ben Boas, San Francisco. 








D. E. RALSTON, Oldsmobile’s general manager, received an optimistic 


report on Oldsmobile sales during the past week, 
regional manager. Left to right, Murphy; D. 


distribution manager, and R. L. 
half 


manager in charge of the eastern 





from F. Q. Murphy, Atlantic 
E. Ralston; T. R. Taffee, car 


yers, Oldsmobile’s assistant general sales 
of the United States. 


Md. Passes Act Eliminating 
Used Car ‘Double Taxation’ 


ANNAPOLIS, Md.—A bill which 
would exempt from taxation all 
used cars taken in trade by auto- 
mobile dealers, was passed in the 
closing days of the Maryland gen- 
eral assembly through efforts of 


o 
WATA Official 
Is Rebuked for 
* * 
Opposing Bill 
MILWAUKEE. — The action by 
Louis Milan, executive vice-presi- 
dent of the Wisconsin Automotive 
Trades Assn., Inc., in opposing a 
clause in a proposed new drivers’ 
license bill, No. 457A, which would 
require recording of a conviction 
on the back of every driver's license 
card, is frowned upon by the Mil- 
waukee Journal in a front page 
editorial caption, “Stifling Driver 
w?” 





The editorial points out that the 
assembly, by amendments, has re- 
moved the record provision, and a 
mandatory drunken driver license 
revocation clause, from the bill. It 
concludes the editorial with the 
observation: 


“We wonder whether assembly- 
men really understand that support 
for these provisions is widespread 
and that opposition is very limited. 
And we wonder whether Wiscon- 
sin’s automobile dealers really can 
afford to allow one of these changes 
to be attributed to their influence 
or that of somebody speaking for 
them.” 


In the Hopper 


Mo. Turnpike Proposed 
ST. LOUIS.—Construction of a multi- 
lane turnpike between St. Louis and 
Kansas City, to be financed through 
the issuance of revenue bonds without 
any obligation to the state, was pro- 


posed in a bill introduced in the 
Missouri legislature by Rep. Roy 
Hamlin. Be sa oi 


Truck Tax Repealer 

DOVER, Del.—A bill to repeal the 
state highway department’s right to 
impose a tax on out-of-state trucks 
has been passed by the lower branch 
of the state legislature here. Under the 
proviso, which never was _ enforced, 
trucks could be stopped at the state 
line for levying purposes. 

* * . 


Fair Trade Bill Advances 

DOVER, Del.—A fair trade bill, 
which would authorize minimum re- 
sale price contracts between producers 
and retailers, has been passed by the 
lower branch of the state legislature 
here and sent to the senate. 

* - a7 


Compulsory Insurance Pushed 

PORTLAND, Me. — (UTPS). — The 
legislative judiciary committee reported 
‘“‘ought not to pass’’ on a bill compel- 
ling Maine motor vehicle owners to 
have insurance before obtaining regis- 
trations. a a 


Me. Considering Turnpike 


PORTLAND, Me.—(UTPS).—A meas- 
ure to create a Maine Turnpike Au- 
thority to build and run an express 
highway from Kittery to Fort Kent 
received a unanimous favorable report 
from the legislative ways and bridges 
committee last week. 

. * * 


Pa. Advances Labor Bill 


HARRISBURG, Pa.—(UTPS).—A bill 
limiting the powers of courts in issu- 
ing injunctions in labor disputes intro- 
duced by Rep. C. O. Williams was 
approved by the house by a vote of 
132 to 66 and sent to the senate. 


representatives of the Maryland 
Automobile Trade Assn. If the bill 
is signed by Governor O'’Conor, it 
will save Baltimore automobile 
dealers approximately $35,000 a 
year, it is estimated. 

A committee appointed by Mayor 
Jackson, of Baltimore, to protect 
the city’s revenue position at the 
assembly, is asking Gov. O’Conor 
to veto the bill. The committee 
said that the bill is discriminatory 
because it extends to automobile 
dealers an exemption which is not 
given to any other class of mer- 
chants taking second-hand mer- 
chandise in trade. 

John E. Raine, manager of 
MATA, said that dealers favor the 
bill because it would save them 
what they consider to be double 
taxation. Under the present law, he 
said, automobile dealers are re- 
quired to include in their inven- 
tory for tax purposes the value of 
all automobiles they have taken in 
trade, though many of these cars 
have been taxed while in the pos- 
session of the previous owner. 

Raine explained the situation in 
this manner: 

A motorist owns an automobile. 
It is assessed as of Oct. 1. On 
Jan. 1, he pays a personal property 
tax on it for the ensuing year. But 
during the year he trades it in on 
a new car and it becomes part of 
a dealer’s inventory until it is sold 
to another purchaser. 

The dealer does not think he 
should pay taxes on an automobile 
which already has been taxed, it 
was pointed out. 

Raine admitted that if the car 
were in the dealer’s possession 
when the next Oct. 1 came around, 
it would not be assessed and taxed 
for the following year. 


Raine also pointed out that the 
dealers were entitled to this con- 
sideration from the state because 
they are already burdened with a 
2 percent titling tax on new cars, 
which amounts to a sales tax. This 
tax is paid by the purchaser, the 
automobile dealer collecting if for 
the state. 





Kiely Appointed 
SPRINGFIELD, Mass. — American 
Bosch Corp. has announced the ap- 
pointment of Thomas J. Kiely as sales 
manager, aviation division. 


irc 








LEGISLATION |_— 


Nebraska Passes Emasculated Unfair Sales 


Act 


— 


State Sales Tax 
Being Studied 


In Minnesota 


MINNEAPOLIS. —Minnesota Au. 
tomobile Dealers Assn. reports that 
so far none of the measures Passed 
by the state legislature has been 
detrimental to the automotive in- 
dustry, but that many bills stil] 
have not been considered by com. 
mittees. 


Major bills now 
follow: 


The bill amending dealers’ license 
law, particularly with reference to 
the use of dealer plates, has Passed 
the house and has been favorably 
reported by the senate committee 
and will be acted upon by the 
senate within a few days. The 
house struck out the amendment 
proposed providing for a showroom 
and service department for new car 
dealers. 


The unfair practices act has 
passed the senate but is meeting 
with stiff resistance in the house. 
This measure while not yet made 
applicable to the automobile busi- 
ness, has a very direct benefit upon 
business in general because of the 
protection of the small merchant 
against some of the unfair prac. 
tices of their larger competitors 
The selling of merchandise below 
cost for the purpose of injuring 
a competitor has been a practice 
that has been growing steadily in 
the past few years. Another bill, 
which prohibits the buying at a 
discount by state or federal depart- 
ments for their employes, has now 
been passed and is awaiting the 
governor’s signature. A similar bill 
which would apply to large com- 
mercial firms is still up for con- 
sideration. A chain store tax has 
also been introduced and a hearing 
upon that will be held within the 
near future. 


With the state needing additional 
revenue, and particularly the large 
cities, for additional relief, new 
avenues of raising money are be- 
ing thoroughly investigated. The 
one tax that would raise the great- 
est amount of revenue is a general 
sales tax and already a number 
of the members of the legislature 
have expressed themselves to the 
effect that a sales tax is inevitable. 


in the works 


Pa. Starts Collection 
Of Unpaid Assessments 


HARRISBURG, Pa. — (UTPS).— 
The Public Utility Commission last 
week began the task of certifying 
to the state department of justice 
for collection of approximately 6,000 
unpaid general assessment bills 
against which no formal objections 
were filed during the 15-day period 
allowed by law. 


These bills, representing the pro 
rata share which each public util- 
ity, including certified truckers, 
must bear, of the commission’s 
expenses for 1937 and 1938, were 
sent to the utilities, by registered 
mail, during the period from Nov. 
13, 1940, to Dec. 19, 1940. Nearly 87 
percent, or $1,164,407 of the $1,361,- 
720 assessed, has been paid. 


Chris Sinsabaugh’'s sparkling 
“Sparks’’ column is read by _ the 
“‘wide-awake’”’ in industry. 





DODGE DEALERS in the Boston area, handling Dodge trucks, heard details 
of a spring program at a meeting in Boston last week. Officials present were, 
left to right, Frank E. Seaman, New England regional manager; M. M. Whipple, 


Boston district manager; L. M. 


Oltman, assistant sales manager, and George 


W. Malcomson, assistant general sales manager. 
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First Award of 
THE PEABODY MEDAL 


presented to the 
COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 


For Outstanding Meritorious Public Service 














“).. for regarding its schedule as a curriculum for adults and children... 
for covering adequately the significant news of the year... for promoting 
Pan-American unity and understanding through its School of the Air... 
for aiding education with special school-room services and such programs 
as Invitation to Learning, The Human Adventure, Report to the Nation, 
The People’s Platform and Columbia’s Country Journal... for giving 
religion a major place in its public service activities...and for its manifold 


and continuous interest in serious music and other cultural subjects.” 


Naturally we’re proud that CBS is the first network to be honored by the 
University of Georgia with the George Foster Peabody Award —radio’s own 
“Pulitzer Prize”—for “outstanding meritorious public service.” We are espe- 
cially happy that this award comes to CBS for its complete program structure—a 


harmoniously integrated unit designed in the interests of the American people. 


Columbia Broadcasting System 
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Many Automotive Bills 
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Compulsory Insurance Bill 


Okayed as Session Adjourns 


By Bethune Jones 
Staff Correspondent 

ALBANY. — Measures of direct 
and indirect automotive significance 
played a major role during the 
1941 session of the state legislature, 
which adjourned here Apr. 4, leav- 
ing behind a record number of 
last-minute bills for consideration 
of Gov. Lehman who had 30 days 
in which to veto or approve them. 

Among the bills before the gov- 
ernor is a measure modeled after 
a New Hampshire statute requir- 
ing motorists involved in accidents 
causing death or damage of more 
than $25 to immediately show their 
financial capacity to meet possible 
judgments against them and to 
thereafter carry liability insurance 
of $5,000 for death or bodily injury 
to one person, $10,000 for death or 
injury to two or more persons, and 
$1,000 property damage. Failure to 
meet provisions of the bill would 
result in mandatory license revo- 
cation. Motorists held by the motor 
vehicle commissioner to be innocent 
of blame in accidents would be 
exempted. 

Both the state motor vehicle 
commissioner and the state insur- 
ance superintendent had advocated 
outright compulsory insurance, but 
said they were willing to go along 
with the stringent financial respon- 
sibility bill “as the next best thing.” 
The bill, which will become effec- 
tive Jan. 1, 1941, if approved by the 
governor, carries an appropriation 
of $250,000 toward financing the 
large personnel required for en- 
forcement. Sponsors of the bill be- 
lieve it will result in persuading 
thousands of motorists to take 
insurance. 

Although providing no_ direct 
automotive tax relief, the legisla- 
ture continued to move in the di- 
rection of economy. Budget expen- 
ditures were cut some $9,000,000 


below last year and a $21,000,000 
state income tax reduction was 
effected by ending the 1 percent 
emergency portion of that levy. All 
other so-called “emergency” taxes, 
including the third and fourth cent 
of the state’s gasoline tax rate, 
were continued. 

New York City’s authority to 
impose emergency taxes for relief 
financing, including its municipal 
sales tax, was extended. Proposals 
for enactment of a statewide sales 
tax and other new general levies 
made their appearance in the law- 
mill, but were accorded virtually 
no attention. 

Along with the extension of the 
“emergency” gasoline taxes, New 
York state continues to top the list 
of offending states still persisting 
in the policy of highway fund di- 
version. Frem estimated automo- 
tive tax receipts exceeding $102,000,- 
000 during the coming fiscal year, 
only about 16 percent will be used 
for state highway construction and 
maintenance and, even with local 
aid figures included, the total 
amount to be expended in any way 
for roads only approximates 20 
percent of tax receipts. 

Despite the meager percentage 
of automotive taxes now being 
spent on highway construction, the 
state’s road needs came in for a 
greater amount of attention than 
in previous years and, in fact, 
developed into one of the most 
controversial issues of the session. 
The State Highway Survey Com- 
mittee, headed by Senator William 
H. Hampton, informed the solons 
in a final report that inadequate 
highway appropriations year after 
year, while automotive taxes were 
being diverted to unrelated pur- 
poses, have placed New York state 
so far behind in highway con- 
struction that only major bond 
issuance could now provide suffi- 


* They have! Because savings accounts represent sur- 


plus cash ready to be spent for new cars—because one 


out of every two new car buyers in New York City reads 


The New York Times—because The New York Times is the 


Number One Automotive Medium in your Number One 


Automotive Market. 





Passed by N.Y , 








DISCUSSING entries and trophies for the forthcoming 23rd Automobile Men's 


Golf Tournament at Del Monte, Calif., are G 


len Stater, center, Hudson dis- 


tributor and — of San Francisco Motor Car Dealers Assn., and the two 


tournament chairmen, 
Lincoln and Mercury distributors and 


Ed Lowery, left, manager of Van Etta Motors, Inc., 


last year’s tournament winner, who is 


general chairman of the 1911 tourney, and Les Vogel, Chevrolet dealer and 
chairman of the tournament trophy committee. 


cient revenue to even partially 


meet rehabilitation needs. 

This report was cited by pro- 
ponents of a proposed $200,000,000 
bond issue, but the plan fell short 
of passage. Instead, the legislators 
passed for the second time a pro- 
posed state constitutional amend- 
ment diverting $60,000,000 of bonds 
authorized for grade-crossing elimi- 
nation to highway parkway con- 
struction. This latter grade-crossing 
elimination measure, which had 
been recommended by Gov. Leh- 
man, will be referred to the elec- 
torate in the fall. 

Installment sales regulation was 
another issue attracting much in- 
terest during the session, with both 
houses finally passing a series of 
bills recommended by the New 
York Conference on Installment 
Selling, a business-consumer organ- 
ization in which automobile dealers 
are represented. These measures 
are intended to aid in self-regula- 
tion by exerting compulsion on 
irresponsible dealers who ignore 
ethical standards in installment 
merchandising. Other legislation 
proposing more stringent regulation 
and providing for licensing of all 
installment merchandisers was in- 
troduced but rejected. 

No major anti-truck legislation 
was enacted. Pre-session fears that 
a move for increased taxes on larg- 
er trucks might develop into a seri- 
ous issue failed to materialize. Nor 
was any progress made by other 
anti-truck proposals, such as re- 
strictions on week-end and holiday 
operation, size and weight limit 
reductions, doubledecker automo- 
bile transport ban and others. 

Compulsory periodic mechanical 
inspection proposals, which have 
been lively issues in previous ses- 
sions, failed to provoke any serious 
interest this year. 


Bills affecting labor relations 
flooded the lawmill as in other 
years, but no measures of any great 
automotive importance were en- 
acted. 


Several measures to provide more 
stringent regulation of outdoor ad- 
vertising again made their appear- 
ance, but none were enacted. 


A deferred registration bill which 
would have extended the deadline 
for registration of private automo- 
biles from Feb. 1 to Apr. 1, and 
for trucks to March 1, was passed 
by the legislature but vetoed by 
the governor. Similar measures 
also have been rejected by Gov. 
Lehman in previous years, on the 
contention it would cause fiscal 
disruptions through the delay in 
receipt of the revenue. 


Among measures passed during 
the closing hours was a bill pro- 
viding for an inventory by the 
State Traffic Commission of pub- 
licly and privately owned trucks 
and buses and other cooperation 
between state and federal de- 
fense agencies for the safe and 
expeditious movement of troops. 


Suit Dismissed 


CHICAGO.—U. S. district court here, | 
in an infringement suit brought by 
Raymond deFilippis against Stude- | 
Nash-Kelvinator, and_ Borg-| 
Warner involving the Borg - Warner 
overdrive, has recently rendered a 
decision in favor of Borg-Warner by 
dismissal of the suit on the ground | 
of res adjudicata. 








baker, 





Quebec Will Escape 
Higher Motor Taxes 


MONTREAL.—Quebec Provin- 
cial Treasurer J. Arthur Math- 
ewson, in his budget speech last 
week, estimated that taxation of 
motor vehicles in the coming 
year will yield $7,000,000 and the 
gasoline tax $11,500,000. 

No new taxes and no change 
in the present scale of taxation 
were indicated. A surplus of 
$3,676,300 for ordinary revenue 
over ordinary expenditure for 
the current year was announced. 


Pa. Road Bill 
Gets Attention 


HARRISBURG, Pa.—(UTPS).—A 
“Good Roads” amendment to in- 
sure the future development of 
Pennsylvania’s highway system is 
now in prospect after nearly a 
decade of effort to limit the use 
of motor license fund money, ac- 
cording to a statement last week 
by C. S. Klugh, manager of the 
Pennsylvania Automotive Assn. 
Klugh said that reports from Har- 
risburg indicate that legislation 
providing such an amendment is 
due for early approval by the 
1941 legislature. 


Under the provisions of the bill 
introduced by Rep. Harry E. Trout, 
permanent diversion of motorist 
money would be prohibited and 
motorists would get highway con- 
struction, maintenance and _ im- 
provements for the millions of 
dollars levied upon them in special 
taxes. 


“The amendment in the Trout 
bill,” Klugh continued, “contains 
additional provisions that have 
eliminated practically all of the 
legislative opposition shown in the 
past. This is accomplished by per- 
mitting temporary motor license 
fund borrowings under rigid re- 
strictions; the money could be 
used to tide the commonwealth 
over financial emergencies’ but 
would have to be repaid within 
specified time limits. 





State Barriers 


Hit as Stifling 


LINCOLN, Neb.—“High freight 
rates in the middlewest stifle in- 
dustry and hence all lines of 
endeavor,” declared David E. Lili- 
enthal, director of the Tennessee 
Valley Authority, speaking before 
the third annual University of Ne- 
braska transportation conference 
last week. 

“The Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission, in 1939, found that class 
rates in the middlewest were about 
50 percent higher than those in the 
favored northeast and began an 
investigation,” Lilienthal said. “How- 
ever, the burden of proving that 
present inequalities are unjust rests 
on those interests, communities, 
and regions that feel that they are 
being unjustly treated. The south 
and the west could well join hands 
in preparing and presenting the! 
case for equality of opportunity. 


Legislature 









LEGISLATION 


Revision of Mo. 
Truck and Bus 
Laws Are Urge 


ST. LOUIS.—Changes it 
Missouri's truck and bus laws, jp. 
cluding provisions for reciprocity 
have been urged by business me, 
from St. Louis, Kansas City ap; 
St. Joseph at a hearing before ty 
house roads and highway cop. 
mittee. Virtually all in attendan« 
urged the passage of a bill jp. 
troduced by Rep. Ed. R. Caldwel 
which is designed to elimina; 
trade barriers between Missoys 
and surrounding states. George 
Goode, president of the Missoy;; 
Truckmen’s Assn., charged that th 
present laws, which do not gran 
reciprocity, were “obsolete” an; 
said the trade barriers which noy 
exist have stifled industry an 
truck transportation. 


Goode also asserted that truck 
would play an important role i; 
the national defense program ani 
they should not be handicapped by 
trade barriers. Under one of th 
most outstanding provisions of th 
bill, outstate carriers would be ex. 
empt from paying the Missour 
state public service fees, provide 
laws of other states gave lik 
exemption to Missouri operators. 


J. H. Tedrow, transportatio: 
commissioner of the Kansas Cit 
Chamber of Commerce, criticize: 
the present law, asserting tha 
cattle haulers from Kansas ar 
penalized by being forced to pay 
the P.S.C. fees, which often rang 
up to $200 per year. He said Kansa: 
City does not need this money 
since there already is a surplus in 
the city’s street funds. 


Caldwell’s bill also would exemp: 
border city operations from pro- 
visions of the bus and truck law 
and would authorize the issuance 
of P.S.C. permits, which range u 
to $500 a vehicle upon the trailer 
or semi-trailer of the carrier, in- 
stead of upon the unit power or 
tractor. 


Tax Evasion 


Cited in Colo. 


DENVER. — State Treasurer 
Homer F. Bedford last week com- 
plained that Colorado is losing hun- 
dreds of thousands of dollars in 
revenues because methods of eva- 
sion of the state sales tax is being 
practiced, and that steps by his 
department will be taken to correct 
the matter. Bedford said the eva- 
sions are carried on through “cas- 
ual sale transactions” engineered 
by automobile, machinery, furni- 
ture and other dealers through the 
trading of used commodities. 


Out of Hopper 


Tex. Speed Limit Upped 

AUSTIN, Tex.—The legislature here 
last week finally passed and sent to 
the governor a bill raising speed limits 
on state highways. New scale will be 
automobiles: 60 miles in daytime, 50 
miles an hour at night; buses: 59 
miles an hour day or night; trucks: 
45 and 40. Through towns and cities. 
all motor vehicles will be limited to 
30 miles an hour. 

* 7 + 


License Tag Rebate Passed 

CONCORD, N. H.— (UTPS). — The 
house has given final approval to 4 
bill, previously passed by the senate, 
which will enable persons called _ into 
the federal military service to obtain 
rebates on automobile registration fees 
from the state motor vehicle depart- 
ment. 

s . 
Guest Rider Bill Killed 

CONCORD, H.—(UTPS).—A 
measure, which would have _ barred 
‘guest’ riders from seeking damages 
in automobile accidents, unless it was 
shown that the accident was caused by 
“the wilful or wanton misconduct of 
the owner or operator,’’ has_ been 
killed in the state legislature here. 

. . * 


Below-Cost Bill Loses _ 

MONTPELIER, Vt.—A bill designed 
to prevent below-cost merchandising 
by wholesalers and retailers, has bee? 
defeated in the lower branch of the 
state legislature here. Proposed legis- 
lation, similar to _ so-called unfair 
practices acts effective in a number 0 
other states, had been approved et 
viously in the state senate, in which 
it was introduced by Senator Russe 
F. Niquette. 


Chris Sinsabaugh's 
“Sparks” column is_ read 
*‘wide-awake”’ in industry. 
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Value ...The Buy-Word 


ELLING value is sound merchandising at any 
time for the automobile merchant. Today, 
when engineering has made available to the 
public greater car and truck values than were 
offered at any previous time in automotive his- 
tory, this is more than ever true. What car user 
in 1941 would be willing to exchange his current 
model for one in perfect condition brought out 
fifteen or even ten years ago? 

The “utility” quality of the motor vehicle is 
chiefly responsible for the “evolution” it has 
brought about in transportation. But progress 
keeps on the march in this industry and because 
of constant improvement through engineering 
research, new and better materials, new and bet- 
ter design, improved manufacturing processes, 
and progressive styling, the automobile has a 
further quality that makes people want one of 
the new models even though their present cars, 
from a strictly “utility” viewpoint, are almost as 
good as they ever were. They recognize that the 
new models are better than the old, that year in 
and year out, in hard times and in good times, 
better values are built into each year’s cars. 

From the engineering view- 
point there can be no question 
about the superiority of the 
1941 cars over their predeces- 
sors. Mechanical advancements 
that have made today’s cars 
better are easily demonstrable. 
Outstanding examples of things 
that constitute value in our 1941 
models are new High-Torque 
performance and new power- 
gearing; Fluid Drive and Safety 
Rim Wheels, which already 
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rank with some of Chrysler Corporation’s other 
leading contributions to modern motor car val- 
ues, such as four-wheel hydraulic brakes, float- 
ing power engine mountings, safety steel bodies, 
and low center of gravity. 

Yet not all of the superiority of the 1941 mod- 
els is subject to exact statistical measure, for 
some important improvements do not lend them- 
selves to measurement by standards of this kind. 
Comfort, safety, performance, design, construc- 
tion—how can comparable money value or sta- 
tistical yardstick be placed on these fundamental 
elements? Yet these contribute tremendously to 
the pleasure motorists get out of today’s cars. 
While technological improvement in the auto- 
mobile industry has resulted in a better quality 
of product at the same time the price of cars over 
the years has decreased greatly, so that both 
trends have combined to give the public the 
direct benefit of better values. 

Merchants who sell Plymouth, Dodge, DeSoto 
and Chrysler passenger cars, Plymouth and 
Dodge commercial cars, and Dodge trucks will 
agree that these are the finest Chrysler Corpora- 
tion built cars and trucks ever 
offered to the motoring public. 

Customers who have the 
greater values in these cars and 
trucks demonstrated to them 
will hardly be satisfied with 
anything else, for it is human 
nature for people to want to get 
all they can for their money. 
Consequently, the merchant or 
salesman who sticks to the main 
job of selling value is engaging 
in sound merchandising. 
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YOU GET THE GOOD THINGS FIRST FROM CHRYSLER CORPORATION 
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Planning Period for Tanks, 
Planes, Guns, Powder Ended 


WASHINGTON. — The planning|ton tanks will be turned out dur- 


period of American industry for re- 
tooling and reshaping itself for 
mass production of tanks, air- 
planes, big guns and powder is 
about at an end. 


According to a_ statement by 
John D. Biggers, chief of produc- 
tion, Office of Production Manage- 
ment, delivered before the House 
military affairs committee last 
week, finished products may be ex- 
pected in about three months on a 
mass production basis. 


He said that the United States 
is within “100 days of real mass 
production” and added that “no 
one knows how much those 100 
days may mean in the history of 
the world.” 


Biggers declined to specify what 
defense articles will soon be ready 
for mass production, but it was 
learned that he had reference pri- 
marily to tanks, planes, ordnance 
of the type of 75 millimeter guns 
and gun powder. 

He did, however, go into some of 
the details of the tank and air- 
plane situation and said that the 
productive capacity that will 
shortly be available in those fields 
represents a triumph for American 
industrial ability and initiative. 


One hundred of the “light” 13- 





First Army Truck Order 
Completed by Diamond T 


CHICAGO. — Diamond T Motor 
Car Co. here has completed the 
first of several contract orders for 
the U. S. Army. Delivery was com- 
pleted last week of the last of 998 
six - wheel-drive four-ton trucks 
with cargo bodies to the quarter- 
master department. 


Another contract for 2,031 of 
these units is now in production. 
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First MiLLioN FIRSTS 


According to the latest Starch Consumer Magazine 
Report covering eighteen publications, The National 
Geographic Magazine’s leadership in that group is 






First among all weekly and monthly magazines 
in thorough readership of black and white ad- 






First among all weekly and monthly magazines 
in thorough readership of four-color advertis- 






First among all weekly and monthly magazines 
in percentage of major executives who are 
heads of reader families. 


First among all weekly and monthly magazines 
in percentage of professional men who are heads 







First among all weekly and monthly magazines 
in percentage of families having incomes of 






First among all weekly and monthly magazines 
in percentage of families having incomes of 






Sell the First Million First 


THE NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC MAGAZINE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 


Net Paid Circulation Exceeds 1,000,000 
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Next 300-Days Most 


Critical, F. D. R. Avers 

WASHINGTON. — President 
Roosevelt, in a warning to the 
nation last week, declared that 
the next 300 days are extremely 
critical in the war _ situation. 
The government is fast releasing 
billions of dollars for defense 
materials, the President stated, 
but there is still room for im- 
provement in defense industries. 

Emphasizing that the testi- 
mony of John D. Biggers, pro- 
duction chief of the Office of 
Production Management, before 
@ congressional committee last 
week, was not strong enough, 
Roosevelt declared the next 100 
days would be critical, but like- 
wise the following 200 days 
would probably be just as im- 
portant. 










ing April, Biggers said, and before 
the end of the month the first 
models of the “medium” 26-ton 
tanks will be produced. Prior to the 
German invasion of France, little 
if any thought had been given in 
this country to the need for these 
26-ton tanks, but it was shown 
then that the light tanks lack 
armor plate strong enough to 
withstand heavy gunfire. 


The result, he explained, was 
that last fall three companies— 
Chrysler, American Locomotive 
and Baldwin Locomotive — com- 
pletely retooled and_ redesigned 
their facilities and now, only six 
months later, their first models of 
the heavier “medium” tanks are 
coming off the assembly lines. 


Two other companies — Pullman 
Steel Car and Lima Locomotive— 
have also joined in this program, 
and Biggers said that soon all five 
will be producing the new type 
tanks in “great quantities.” 


Airplane production in 1942, Big- 
gers indicated, will have a value 
three billion dollars greater than 
that of automobile production in 
1940. By comparison, he said, 1939 
airplane production was about 
equal to automobile production in 
1910. 


The military affairs committee’s 
investigation, which opened last 
week, is one primarily of the labor 
phases of the defense program. 
Chairman May, however, appointed 
three sub-committees, which will 
inquire into the critical material, 
aviation and procurement aspects 
and may go out into the field if 
necessary. 


Biggers said the biggest barrier 
to the defense program was the 
failure of both industry and labor 
to realize the danger to the U. S. 
in the present emergency. 
















































Chevrolet to Train 
U.S. Army Officers 


On Truck Service 


DETROIT.—Approximately 1,000 
commissioned U. S. Army officers 
will be trained by Chevrolet in the 
repair and maintenance of the new 
4x4 Army trucks which the divi- 
sion has been building for the 
Army since last fall. Fifteen of- 
ficers are enrolled in the initial 
school Chevrolet will stage begin- 
ning Apr. 14. 

Under the direction of Ed. Hed- 
ner, national director of service 
for Chevrolet, a series of weekly 
schools will be held throughout 
the next eight months. After the 
original class, enrollment will be 
doubled so that eventually nearly 
1,000 officers will have be2n trained. 
These men, in turn, will instruct 
non-commissioned officers in their | 
respective camps and they will be, 
in charge of mechanic instruction 
among enlisted men and draftees. 

Chevrolet has conducted service 
training schools for more than 25,- 
000 dealers’ service men, and the 
same operating system will be em- 
ployed in the Army training pro- 
gram. Chevrolet service experts, 
and specialists in truck mainte- 
nance will compose the staff of the 
schools. 


New Army Tank 
Gets Innerlining 


Of Soft Rubber 


AKRON.—U. S. Army’s new M-3 
tank, weighing 25 tons and mount- 
ing 75 mm. cannon and machine 
guns, may be not only one of most 
formidable of blitzkrieg weapons 
but also one of most comfortable 
to ride in. 

Seven-man crews of 18-foot de- 
fense vehicles, now being manu- 
factured by Chrysler Motors and 
Baldwin and American Locomotive 
Works, are protected from face 
injuries and body bumps by lining 
of 100 pounds air-cell latex sponge 
with same cushioning qualities as 
that used in luxurious mattresses 
and upholstery, it was disclosed 
here last week by J. H. Connors, 
vice-president of B. F. Goodrich 
Co., which is supplying protective 
application now called for in Army 
blueprints. 

“Tank crews of the Army’s new 
mechanized forces will not come 
out of service with faces and heads 
searred and battered like graduates 
of Heidelberg sabre - dueling 
course,’ Connors said. 

“In new tanks designed by Capt. 
Joseph M. Colby, gun_ turrets, 
hatches, recoil guards on guns, 
commander’s turret and even am- 
munition clips being covered with 
air-cell sponge latex,” he _ said, 
adding that a _ protective lining, 
which also serves as_ insulation 
against extreme heat and cold to 
which tank crews have long been 
subjected, is supplemented by latex 
cushioned crash helmet. 

Equipment also includes seat 
cushions like those used in modern 
bar stools. 

New production unit which steps 
up output of latex material by 400 
percent has been installed in Good- 
rich Akron plant to meet heavy 
demands of both industrial and 
defense purposes. 





















































Chevrolet in the Army 
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DEFENSE 


Mass Production of Vital Defense Needs to Start Soon 
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WHEN THE 4TH DIVISION, first completely motorized division in the 7s. 


Army, last week marched from Fort Benning, 


Ga., to Panama City, Fla., they 


made U. S. military history. It was the first march of that size — more than 


200 miles — ever executed by a complet 
columns of Chevrolet trucks, which 
practice maneuvers of the 20th Enginee 


ely mechanized division. Shown here are 


took part, towing 10-ton pontoons for 


rs. 





HERE 


Fourth Medical Battalion, stationed at 


TWO Chevrolet 1%-ton Army trucks used by Company C of the 


Fort Benning, Ga., are shown speeding 


through a trackless forest area on a practice maneuver. 





ARE WE DOWNHEARTED? The e 


themselves. They are a gree. 
starting out for the field. Thi 


xpressions of these soldiers answer for 


of infantrymen dressed in fatigue uniforms 
s particular group are attached to the 29th 


infantry stationed at Fort Benning, Ga., and they are riding in a Chevrolet 
4x4 Army truck, most of which, in Army service, are covered with canvas. 


Sub-Contractors Importance 


In Defense 


DETROIT.—Loaded with orders 
calling for delivery of approxi- 
mately $1,500,000,000 of finished 
airplane engines, tanks, machine 
guns, Army trucks and other mili- 
tary products, the automobile in- 
dustry is reaching into hundreds 
of cities, towns and villages up and 
down the United States to aid it 
in the gigantic undertaking. 

The American style “bits and 
pieces” program, according to 
Automobile Manufacturers Assn., 
involves tapping the industrial fa- 
cilities of thousands of suppliers 
for needed parts and equipment. 

In Indianapolis one automobile 
company is producing high-speed 
airplane engines at a 400-a-month 
clip. But this is made possible be- 
cause men in New Britain, Conn., 
are carefully cutting screw ma- 
chine parts for the engine; others 
in New Castle, Penn., are turning 
out valve seats and bushings, while 
in Cudahy, Wis., the steam ham- 
mers are pounding out forgings. 

A recent check of just the chief 
fabricated and semi-finished parts 
going into the aircraft engine 
found that manufacturing’ con- 
cerns in 34 cities are participating 
in this particular defense job. 

The small town of Clarinda, Ia., 


is contributing magnetic plugs; 
East Alton, Ill, is furnishing 
bronze units; Stamford, Conn., is 
supplying bearings: Sidney, N. Y. 
makes distributors; Warren, O., 


Work Is Cited 


is shipping each day ignition as- 
semblies for the engines. 

Closer examination of the work 
done in any of these cities shows 
how the great industrial chain can 
be traced further. In order for 
Warren, O., for example, to supply 
the completely assembled ignition 
systems, 52 other companies in 4a 
score of cities and towns are called 
upon to contribute parts, materials 
and supplies. 

More than any other, the auto- 
mobile industry keeps in close and 
constant touch with thousands of 
sources of supply. More than 2,200 
items are purchased for the manu- 
facture of one make of passenger 
car alone, needs ranging from 
paper clips to 250-ton drop forges. 

The motor industry’s long ex- 
perience in marshalling sources of 
supply from all parts of the nation 
was an important factor in the 
government’s decision to have 
automobile companies undertake 
the construction of bomber parts 
and sub-assemblies. Major General 
George Brett, chief of the U. S. 
Army Air Corps, said recently that 
the Army expects more than 400 
sub-contractors to participate In 
that project. 


Contract Awarded 
SOUTH BEND.—Final contract, for 
the remainder of construction work on 
Studebaker Corp.'s aviation engin 
plant at Fort Wayne, Ind., has !ren 
|awarded to Consolidated Construction 
Co., Chicago, on a bid of $930,000 
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High Tensile 


... this equipment is 


stronger, and has unusually high resistance to 


shocks and stresses—empty or loaded 


Fabricator and user alike appreciate the important eco- 
nomics of building rolling equipment of N-A-X HIGH 
TENSILE. For here is a low alloy steel having high yield 
point, high ultimate strength, excellent welding character- 
istics and greatly increased resistance to both corrosion and 
abrasion. Because it is unusually ductile, it can be cold 
formed readily, in most cases without change in shop practice. 

A factor of particular importance to operators is the very 
high resistance N-A-X HIGH TENSIIE has to impact 


lighter, safer, 





a : 
* 


and fatigue, at both normal as well as at sub-zero temperatures. 
This means that equipment built of N-A-X HIGH TENSILE 
will operate at high efficiency in all kinds of weather con- 
ditions with less maintenance and replacement cost. 

Take advantage of these unusual properties of N-A-X HIGH 
TENSILE for your products. A Great Lakes engineer who has 
experience in the use of this steel in all types of applications 
will be glad to show you how you can use N-A-X HIGH 


TENSILE to advantage. Wire, write, or telephone for one. 


LIST OF PRODUCTS 


Hot Rolled Strip (down to t inch wide)... Hot Rolled Strip Sheets (up to gt inches wide) ... Spring Steel (carbon and alloy)... Merchant 
Bars... Forging Bars... Automobile Bumper Sections... Bar Mill Sections... N-A-X HIGH TENSILE Bars, Shapes, Sheets, Billets... 
Sheet Bars... Hot and Cold Rolled Sheets... Michigan Metal for Vitreous Enameling ... Deep Drawing Quality (in all grades, widths up to 
gt inches)... Stran-Stee! Metal Framing for Residential and Commercial Construction. 


| 


GREAT LAKES STEEL CORPORATION—DETROIT, MICHIGAN 


Sales Offices in Principal Cities 


mn 


division of 





NATIONAL STEEL CORPORATION 


Executive Offices, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
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Dominant Trading Factor 


By Dana Stuart 
Wall St. Correspondent 

NEW YORK.—The mood of Wall 
Street has been demonstrated 
rather clearly in the past week. 
Foreign news again has become 
the dominant stock market factor 
and, generally speaking, bad news 
gets more reflection in prices than 
good news. That is a situation that 
has existed for some time. 

War markets are generally 
treacherous and the present is no 
exception. Although some would 
have us believe that the public 
always goes into the market at the 
wrong time, there has been plenty 





Eaton Holds Election 


Of New Officers 


CLEVELAND.—At the organiza- 
tion meeting of the board of direc- 
tors of Eaton Mfg. Co., the follow- 
ing new vice-presidents were 
elected: 


Daniel Dewey, manager of the 
Stamping division, who has been 
with the company 19 years; Charles 
C. Bradford, manager of the Heater 
division, and an employe 16 years; 
George W. Veale, with the Axle 
division, and an employe 18 years; 
Joseph L. Dostal, manager of the 
Foundry division at Vassar, Mich., 
with headquarters at Eaton’s De- 
troit offices. Dostal has been with 
the division and predecessor com- 
pany for 23 years. 


J. O. Eaton was reelected chair- 
man of the board; C. I. Ochs, presi- 
dent; F. A. Buchda, H. A. McGinn, 
R. H. Daisley and W. H. Wallace, 
vice-presidents; H. C. Stuessy, sec- 
retary-treasurer; Logan Monroe, 
assistant treasurer, and A. C. Pat- 
erson, assistant secretary. 


BULLETIN: 


NAVIGATION RESUMED. NOTIFY 


YOUR FACTORY NOW TO ROUTE 
ALL. BUFFALO SHIPMENTS VIA 











STOCK PRICE AVERAGES 


Previous Latest Year 

Week Week Change Ago 

DEUS. caccecciess 29.69 28.75 —0.94 38.64 
10 car-truck co.’s .... 30.41 29.41 —1.00 41.21 
10 parts-access, ..... 27.18 26.25 —0.93 28.35 
4 tire-rubbers ....... 17.85 17.08 —0.77 24.26 





of evidence in recent months, if 
not years, that the public knows 
pretty well when to stay on the 
sidelines. Professional traders are 
said to have been accounting for 
a larger share of total trading than 
for many years. And during this 
time in which the public has not 
participated to any great extent 
in the stock market, the price 
trend has been downward. 


It was interesting to note that 
during March, the short position in 
automotive stocks was reduced. 
The reduction was substantial in 
some cases. Only in the case of 
U. S. Rubber (among the automo- 
tive stocks in which there was 
an important short position) was 
short selling increased. There were 
reductions in the outstanding short 
positions of Chrysler, General Mo- 
tors, Willys-Overland and Yellow 
Truck & Coach. 


On the other hand, the total 
short position in all New York 
Stock Exchange stocks showed a 
rather sharp increase and was at 
the highest point since September, 
1939. 


Stewart-Warner Reelects 


RICHMOND, Va.—The annual meet- 
ing of stockholders of Stewart-Warner 
Corp. was held here last week and 
election of the board of directors took 

lace, resulting in the reelection of 
ames S. Knowlson, Frank A. Ross, 
Ralph M. Shaw, Irving S. Florsheim, 
Robert J. Dunham, Thomas T. Sulli- 
van and Gardiner Symonds. 


ae 


Theunmatched economy ofa natural 
right-of-way becomes available to 
shippers with the opening of naviga- 


tion on the Great Lakes. Now plying between 
Detroit and Buffalo are the steamers Mead, 
Fitch, Tremaine and Ingalls—units of the D. & C. 
Automobile Fleet which offers you the most 
efficient means ever devised for moving motor 
cars from factory to showroom. 


Expanded handling and storage accommoda- 
tions give every assurance of care and dispatch. 


Capacity at Buffalo has 


been doubled by the 


leasing of space for an additional 2,000 cars at 


the Municipal Pier. 


Maintained in a tradition of reliability, economy, 
and efficiency, D. & C.’s admirable shipping 
facilities afford continuous, uncongested service 
under all conditions—with swift, safe handling 
guaranteed. All cargoes are fully insured. 


“SHIP BY SHIP AND SAVE” 


DETROIT AND CLEVELAND 
NAVIGATION COMPANY 
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Wall Street Sees Motor Shares Holding Up Well 


European Conflict Continues 





“DRAFT ARMY’’—this army of draftsmen at Hudson’s is at work designing 
tools, jigs and other mechanical items for the machining and assembly of 
defense ordnance which will be manufactured in the new Naval Ordnance 
plant now being built, and which is to be operated by the Hudson company 


under contract with the U. S. Navy 


department. Meanwhile, a squadron of 


huge earth-moving machines and an army of workmen are busy leveling and 
preparing the site of Naval Ordnance plant at 9 Mile and Mound Rds., Detroit. 


Defense to Fail if Strikes 


Continue, Knudsen Asserts 


NEW YORK. — A definite pro- 
cedure to hold strikes to a mini- 
mum during the emergency period, 
including U. S. labor department 
supervision of strike votes and a 
mandatory cooling-off period be- 
fore a strike, was urged by William 
S. Knudsen, director general of the 
Office of Production Management, 
in addressing the annual Army Day 
dinner of the Military Order of 
the World War here at the Wal- 
dorf-Astoria. 


“I do not believe that legislation 
against strikes is mecessary or 
enforceable,’ Knudsen declared, 
“put I do believe that during the 
emergency period a definite pro- 
cedure should be followed in order 
that strikes can be held to a mini- 


|mum. For instance, I believe that 


strike votes should be taken under 
the supervision of the labor depart- 
ment; I believe a certain minimum 
of time should be allowed to sift 
the dispute both by the conciliation 
service and the mediation board 
and that after the board gives its 
findings a period of time should 
be allowed before the strike is 
actually called. With a procedure 
like this 90 percent of the strikes 
will be eliminated — and they must 
be or our program will fall. 


“That wages may rise in a period 
of high industrial activity is an 
accepted fact. The problem is to 
hold the rise in proportion to the 
rise in living cost, and prevent a 
spiral from which it is extremely 
hard to recover. The desire on both 
sides to hold wages and prices in 
the proper relationship is the num- 
ber one problem in economics and 





McQuay-Norris Is Set 
To Manage Arms Plant 


ST. LOUIS.—A contract to man- 
age the construction of a $4,461,000 
plant in North St. Louis to manu- 
facture small arms ammunition 
parts, has been awarded by the 
U. S. war department to McQuay- 
Norris Mfg. Co., makers of auto- 
mobile piston rings. 

Construction of the plant, which 
will adjoin that of the small arms 
ammunition plant of Western Cart- 
ridge Co., will be begun immedi- 
ately, according to Arthur G. Drafs, 
vice-president and treasurer of 
McQuay - Norris. Production is 
scheduled to start in June or July. 


$35,000 Expansion Started 
On Laboratory Facilities 


COLUMBUS, O.— Extension of 
laboratory facilities is in progress 
at Battelle Memorial Institute here. 
This expansion is the result of in- 
creased research for industry, oc- 
casioned partly by the defense pro- 
gram but mainly by new products 
research. 

Much of the new work is being 
sponsored by far-sighted industries 
that are planning to surmount the 
adjustments of the post-emergency 
period with new and improved 
products and reduced production 
costs. 





requires goodwill and extra meas- 
ures. 

“I am getting all out of patience 
with all this talk about money. 
This is no time to ask for quota- 
tions on the defense of the United 
States. If we are going to put it 
on a dollars and cents basis, how 
much more per day or per share 
is this defense job worth, how 
much of a down-payment do we 
all want on the protection of our 
shores and our homes and our 
democratic institutions. This job 
can’t be handled with money. It 
must be handled with our hearts.” 

Emphasizing the importance of 
the labor situation, Knudsen de- 
clared: 

“The labor situation during the 
last month has grown worse mostly 
due to organizational and jurisdic- 
tional strikes. Strikes like the 
Lackawanna, International Har- 
vester and Bethlehem at Johns- 
town, and Ford are purely for the 
purpose of speeding up the union 
organization effort in the plants. 
The Allis- Chalmers strike after 
starting out as a closed shop strike 
wound up as a union security strike 
after a lot of confusion in wording 
a so-called referee clause which, 
to say the least, was ambiguous. 

“The conciliation service of the 
U. S. labor department, the OPM, 
and the union tried for two months 
to find a way of settling the argu- 
ment, only to find at last that the 
original strike vote was fraudulent 
and that the strike, at least tech- 
nically, was called without the con- 
sent of the membership. A thing 
like this is very hard to deal with. 
The fact that the strike vote was 
fraudulent was gone over lightly. 
The fact that a large number of 
men came back to work in support 
of the defense job was given no 
consideration. The fact that 4,000,- 
000 hours of time is lost in order 
to find out what happens to a union 
man who isn’t paying his dues was 
not even important—the important 
part was that the radical leaders 
with the help of other unions in 
Milwaukee and vicinity could show 
the state and the nation where to 
get off — and have both our friends 
and their foes across the water 
have this wonderful piece of morale 
builder served with their next 
morning’s breakfast. 

“Many small strikes in specialty 
shops often tie up production in 
large factories. Recently a strike 
in a small foundry on the Pacific 
coast threatened the whole air- 
plane production in that area. We 
have just got to get over this 
strike epidemic which we have 
had since January. The hours lost 
can never be made up and they 
are precious. Let us settle the dis- 
putes, large and small, around the 
table and keep the plant going. 
The larger percentage of the men 
want to work and help defense.” 


$52,000 Reo Order 


LANSING.—Approval of specifications 
;for $52,000 worth of Reo coaches has 
been received from William Reznick, 
resident of the Central West Motor 
tages of Chicago, according to Frank 
N. Morgan, Reo general sales manager. 
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We i | GM Diesel Plant 


To Supply Parts 
For Sub Chasers 


WASHINGTON. — Contracts to- 
taling $56,440,000, chiefly for ma. 
chinery and electrical equipment 
for submarine chasers and mine. 
sweepers, were awarded last week 
by the Navy department. 


General Motors Corp.’s diesel ep. 
gine division at Cleveland receiveg 
awards totaling $40,915,000 for pro. 
pelling machinery for 18 submarine 
chasers and 90 minesweepers. 


Contracts totaling $13,129,0% 
went to the United Aircraft Corp, 
for expansion of its East Hartford, 
(Conn.) airplane engines plant and 
for the machinery to go into it. 


Nash Gets 
U.S. Trailer Order 


DETROIT.—Nash Kelvinator Co, 
here was awarded a_ $1,029,915 
United States government order 
for construction of trailers last 
week. 


U.S. Aid Expected 
Soon to Eliminate 


Housing Shortage 


DETROIT.—Federal defense 
agencies are expected to tackle the 
huge problem of eliminating the 
shortage of living facilities here 
for defense workers in the very 
near future. 


President Roosevelt is expected 
to approve allocations for a huge 
Detroit housing development to be 
financed primarily through the new 
FHA mortgage - insurance plan, 
with the government guaranteeing 
the mortgage up to 90 percent. 

Detroit is one of six industrial 
centers understood to be scheduled 
for aid under an additional FHA 
authorization of $100,000,000  re- 
cently approved by Congress. 

The Defense Homes Corp. of the 
RFC, which has $10,000,000 of hous- 
ing funds at its disposal, may also 
take a hand in the solution of the 
Detroit problem. 

Defense housing co - ordinator 
Charles Palmer of the defense com- 
mission has been receiving reports 
on the acute need for more housing 
for defense workers in this area, 
including surrounding communi- 
ties, and the President’s allocations 
will be based on Palmer’s recom- 
mendations. 


Reynolds Selects Site 
For New Aluminum Plant 


NEW YORK.—Selection of a 
400-acre site at Longview, Wash., 
on the Columbia River, for con- 
struction of an ingot aluminum 
plant to use power from the Bonne- 
ville-Grand Coulee Dams, was an- 
nounced last week by the Reynolds 
Metal Co. 

The Longview plant will produce 
60,000,000 pounds of ingot annually, 
one-third more than the output 
from the new Reynolds plant at 
Lister, Ala. First of three Long- 
view units is expected to come into 
production in mid-June, with vir- 
gin metal output eventually reach- 
ing 100,000,000 pounds a year. 


Ford-Trained Boys Help 
In Rebuilding China 


DEARBORN.—A hundred 
young Chinese students who re- 
ceived a technical education a 
few years ago in Henry Ford’s 
factories today are using this 
training to help put China back 
on her industrial feet. 


Ford-trained youths are first 
lieutenants to Rewi Alley, the 
New Zealander who started es- 
tablishing “vest pocket” in- 
dustries to revive a China left 
demoralized by military  in- 
vasion. Alley and Indusco, as 
his Chinese Industrial Coopera- 
tives are called, have made such 
tremendous strides to China’s 
benefit that world leaders be- 
lieve this movement to be the 
most dynamic force now at 
work in the Orient. 


























































SELL THE CAR 
HAS THE DRIVE Ke THAT 





HEN General Motors builds 

and backs it, you know it 
must be good! When 80,000 own- 
ers test and prove it in some 250 
million miles of driving, you can 
rest assured it’s “‘tops!’’ And when 
you reflect that Hydra-Matic is 
the only drive in the world that 
eliminates the conventional clutch 
and clutch pedal entirely ...and 
gives fully automatic shifting 
through all four forward speeds 
. you quickly realize that Olds- 
mobile dealers are selling the 
drive that’s distinctly out ahead! 


THERE'S Prigit™ fheead with 


OLDSMOBILE 
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If you would like to know all 
about Hydra-Matic Drive . 

what it is and what it does .. . if 
you would like to know exactly 
how Hydra-Matic Drive differs 
from fluid coupling, and combina- 
tions of fluid coupling with “‘semi- 
automatic” gear shifting devices, 
Oldsmobile will be glad to give 
you the “inside information.” 
Simply fill in the coupon at the 
right and mail to the Oldsmobile 
factory. Learn why Hydra- Matic 
Drive— optional at extra cost— 
is a sure-fire business getter! 


THE cAR Giheead 

























OLOSMOBILE S 
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Racal 


“CONFIDENTIALLY 
YOURS” 


SEND FOR THIS BOOK 
OF INSIDE INFORMATION 
ABOUT NEW DRIVES 


D. E. RALSTON, General Sales Manager, Oldsmobile, Lansing, Mich. 


Please send me “Questions and Answers about Oldsmobile’s Hydra-Matic 
Drive” as prepared for Oldsmobile dealers and salesmen—in confidence and 
without obligation on my part. 






Name 
Firm Name 
Address 
City 
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Automotive 


Truck Shipments o— 


Continue Stron 
As Cars Decline 


Special to Automotive News 
WASHINGTON. Exports of 
automotive products during Febru- 
ary were valued at $26,602,612, a 
decline of 4 percent from the 
January figure, but 6 percent im- 
proved as compared with the $25,- 
093,068 recorded during February 
last year, according to the U. S. 
department of commerce. 


Passenger car shipments amounted 
to 6,386 units, valued at $4,481,963, 
against 7,030 and $4,875,125 in Janu- 
ary and 9,692 units valued at $6,135,- 
741 in February, 1940. Leading pur- 
chasers during the month under 
review were the Union of South 
Africa, Mexico, Brazil, British In- 
dia and Colombia. 


Commercial vehicle exports to- 
taled 10,179 units, valued at $8,879,- 
972 for the current month, 8,650 
valued at $8,202,388 in January and 
10,286 valued at $8,967,086 in Feb- 
ruary, 1940. The chief countries of 
destination for commercial units 
were British India, United King- 
dom, Brazil, Mexico and the Union 
of South Africa. 


Exports of miscellaneous automo- 
tive products, amounting to $13,- 
240,677, were slightly under the 
January total of $14,655,485, but 
showed a _ decided improvement 
over the $9,990,241 total for Febru- 
ary of last year. 

During the first two months of 
the present year, automotive ex- 
ports amounted to $54,335,610, a 
figure 9.6 percent higher than that 
for the same months of 1940. 


Auburn Completes 


Its Reorganization 


FORT WAYNE, Ind. — Auburn 
Automobile Co.’s reorganization was 
completed last week and the firm 
was released from federal court 
jurisdiction by Judge Thomas W. 
Slick. With the parent company in 
the reorganization proceedings, 
started more than three years ago, 
were Lycoming Mfg. Co. and Au- 
burn Automobile Sales Corp. 


The reorganization plan calls for 
organization of the Auburn Central 
Mfg. Co. to take over all assets of 
the Auburn Automobile Co. and 
assume all its liabilities. 

The new company is to turn over 
“from time to time to all those 
entitled to it” preferred stock 
shares of $50 par value. 

All taxes and preferred claims, as 
well as unsecured claims under 
$100, against the old company have 
been paid. 


Tire Industry Eliminating 
Wrappings on Truck Tires 


NEW YORK.—Dealers and other 
buyers are now receiving un- 
wrapped truck tires, in sharply in- 
creasing quantities, as part of an 
important industry simplification 
and conservation program. The 
elimination of wrapping, of course, 
in no way affects the quality of 
the product and the resulting sav- 
ing in kraft paper is useful. 

National Defense has given im- 
petus to industry efforts to simplify 
production and _ distribution all 
along the line. As the result of 
frequent meetings of the tire in- 
dustry simplification committee, or- 
ganized by members of the tire di- 
vision of Rubber Manufacturers 
Assn., several manufacturers of 
truck tires, who represent a con- 
siderable proportion of total in- 
dustry output, have eliminated 
wrapping all truck tires. Other 
companies have stopped wrapping 
the larger sizes and are extending 
the practice, and the remaining 
companies are now considering the 
question. 


Hannon Re-elected 


PITTSBURGH. — (UTPS). — M. J. 
Hannon was re-elected president of 
the Allegheny county chapter, Penn- 
sylvania Motor Truck Assn. at its an- 
nual meeting. Other officers named 
were George Callahan jr., first vice- 
president; J. Lee Kirby jr., second 
vice-president; F. A. Ferry, secretary 
and Frank Salvatora, treasurer. 


To feel the pulse of. the industry. 
consistent reading of Automotive News 
is a necessity. 





Here's How... 





ALTHOUGH it took science nearly a 
century to create a suitable synthetic 
rubber for use in tires, the miracle 
of rubber synthesis is really simple— 
after you know how. That fact is 
being demonstrated throughout Amer- 
ica as the creation of Ameripol, B. F. 
Goodrich Co.’s_ synthetic rubber, is 
re-enacted before luncheon clubs and 
civic groups by members of the dis- 
trict staffs of the company’s tire divi- 
sion. Above, A. R. Bowlzer starts the 
demonstration by pouring § synthetic 
latex into a beaker. 





CREATING 
tough problem to Dr. Waldo L. Semon, 
Goodrich’s synthetic specialist, but it 


Ameripol rubber was a 


looks easy here, as demonstrated by 
Bowlzer. Into the beaker containing 
synthetic latex he pours a quantity of 
dilute acid, similar to that used in the 
coagulation of natural latex at the 


huge plantations in the Far East. The 
solution is stirred and begins to curdle 
almost at once with the rubber content 
forming a spongy mass. 












AND HERE, in less time than it 
takes to describe the demonstration, 
Bowlzer has formed a mass of synthetic 
rubber. And although you needn’t be 
a scientist to perform the demonstra- 
tion, only an experienced rubber tech- 
nician could tell that this gob of raw 
synthetic isn’t the natural product, for 
it is so similar in appearance. 





the 
eating — and proof of the creation of a 
synthetic rubber is in the bounce. And 


PROOF of the pudding is in 


Ameripol, even when created by 


of synthetic rubber was tough? 


the | 
layman, will bounce, as demonstrated | 
above by Bowlzer. Who said the mak- 


ing 


Exports Dip but Still Top 40 


| “22a word in edgewise”’ 


(Continued from Page 4) 


police duty in an Army camp forj 


cigarette money while ambitious 
misleaders of labor demand higher 
and higher wages for men upon 
whom the production of goods for 
England and our own forces must 
depend to such a great extent. 

What do the veterans who served 
in the last World War think of a 
situation where some of the chief 
agitators in the strikes now raging 
throughout the land are men who 
served terms in federal peniten- 
tiaries for refusing to bear the 
arms of their country in time of 
war, who consistently obstructed 
their government and dodged mili- 
tary service? 

What justification can any man 
who loves his country find for 
strikes and industrial disturbances 
which are patently fomented by 
known Communists and _ fellow 
travelers? 

* + * 

Yet this fantastic situation pre- 
vails at a time when every minute 
is regarded as vital, and still we 
hear nothing but deep silence in 
Washington, nothing from _ that 
fount of wisdom that indicates 
even mild disapproval of the terror- 
istic tactics that are rapidly leading 
to a state of industrial anarchy. 

Evidently, the hammer blows are 
reserved only for others whose 
ways are thought to be in error. 
“Labah” can do no wrong. Harry 
Bridges is handled with gloves. 
Secretary Perkins doesn’t consider 
these strikes “particularly impor- 
tant.” 

It is an open secret in Washing- 
ton that the more radically inclined 
New Dealers see in the current 
avalanche of industrial disputes a 
method by which the government 
can ultimately take over industry 
on its own terms. Some _short- 
sighted labor leaders look upon 
this plan with favor because they 
think they can get anything they 
want in the way of wages and 
hours from a friendly administra- 
tion. 

What they fail to see is that a 


Plymouth Dealers 
Hold Open House 


DETROIT. Plymouth dealers 
throughout the United States offi- 
cially opened the 1941 spring motor- 
ing season last week with special 
programs and gala activities at 
their local showrooms. 

The general public was cordially 
invited to visit these showrooms 
and take part in the special spring 
festivities planned. 

Visitors were invited to inspect 
an important part of these dealers’ 
establishments not yet fully appre- 
ciated by the public—-the modern 
service facilities and parts depart- 
ments they maintain to keep cus- 
tomers’ vehicles operating at top 
efficiency. 

Extra demonstration cars were 
placed in service for the conveni- 
ence of the public by many dealers 
during the special shows. Local 
motorists and their families were 
invited, without any obligation, to 
ride and drive these cars them- 
selves to become acquainted with 
the many valuable new advance- 
ments for 1941. 


Norman-Young Named 
Distributor for Nash 


DALLAS.—Appointment of Nor- 
man-Young, Inc., as Nash dis- 
tributor for North, East and West 
Texas, is announced by C. T. 
Smith, Dallas branch manager of 
Nash. 

The new distributorship is man- 
aged by J. H. Norman, veteran 
Texas automobile man, whose or- 
ganization sold 2,900 automobiles 
last year. One of the most im- 
portant car sales outlets in the 
South, the company has 75 em- 
ployes, three used car lots, and a 
centrally located new car _ sales 
store. 


N.J. Tolls Recommended 


TRENTON, N. J.—Construction of a 
system of New Jersey motor parkways 
to be made self-liquidating by tolls has 
been recommended here by a special 
assembly committee. 








benevolently inclined governmen: 
will remain lenient only so oa 
as that course happens to serve 
its immediate purpose. Once thas 
has been accomplished, it Proceeds 
to assume whatever dictatoria) 
powers are needed to deal sharply 
with capital and labor alike, 
* 


Nor do we hear an . 
from the so-called “loyal ‘ane 
|tion.” The Republican party hy 
gone _ into intellectual receivers}j, 
and Messrs. Willkie and Dewey, » 
its two leading lights, imply’ }y 
their continued silence on th 
question that they are wistfyljy 
thinking of 1944 and the labor vot. 

Personally, we think it is high 
time that Mr. Roosevelt crac; 
down on everyone who stands jr 
the way of our program of nation; 
defense. It should make no differ. 
ence whether the obstructors com: 
from the highest ranks of industr; 
or belong to our most potent cliqu: 
of labor czars. If our interventio; 
in the European war is to be soli 
to the people of this country as ; 
great patriotic endeavor designe; 
to preserve American democracy a; 
we know it, there can be no selfish 
profiteering or shirking of dut 
from any quarter. ‘ 

The nation has shown by it 
votes that it trusts Mr. Roosevelt 
It has no other national leade 
worthy of the name. 

The President should speak his 
mind without further delay. 


Plan for Training 
Mechanics Listed 
By ATAM Group 


CHICAGO. — Besides becoming 
“thoroughly aware of his _respon- 
sibility” for training mechanics 
each automobile dealer should not 
depend on outside agencies or vo- 
cational schools for too much as- 
| sistance. 
| In the event that school facilities 
are not immediately available, the 
best procedure for the dealer is to 
“train mechanics in his shop in 
| Short, specialized courses, in- 
dividually or in cooperation with 
other dealers in his community.” 

These are highlights of the first 
report issued by the mechanics 
training committee of Automotive 
Trade Assn. Managers following 
| its recent meeting here. 

The purpose of the report is to 
outline a program for guidance of 
dealers. In addition to recommenr- 
dations in detail, it stresses spe- 
cific methods for training me- 
chanics and lists methods used by 
dealer groups in various key cities. 





Years Age 


(.. . from Automotive News files) 





Fifteen Years Ago 

United States Board of Tax Appeals 
holds the taxable depreciation of 
automobiles at 25 percent per year: 
Bureau of Internal Revenue had been 
allowing only 20 percent. . . . General 
Motors plans permanent exhibit of its 
products on the Steel Pier at Atlanti¢ 
City. . . . Great Britain’s 1925 output 
of cars and trucks was twice as larg¢ 
as in 1923. 

Ten Years Ago 

C. H. Bliss is named vice-president 
and director of sales for Nash, which 
earned $1,099,193 in the first quarter 0! 
1930. . H. Bronson was ap- 
pointed director of advertising for 
Graham-Paige. . . . DeVaux-Hall fac- 
tory in Oakland, Calif., was opened. 

- o 


Karl 


Five Years Ago 
A. I. Philp resigns as vice-president 


of Graham-Paige... . Ernest N. Smith. 


executive vice-president of Americal 
Automobile Assn., dies after severa 
months of ill health. . . . Automobil: 
Club of New York discovers there 15 
exactly one gasoline station for every 
114 miles of paved roads in the country 
... In the first quarter of 1936 Gen- 
eral Motors sales totaled 500,167 units 
as compared with 388,716 for the sam 


period in 1935. 
‘= - 
One Year Ago 


National truck show, usually held in 


Newark, is dropped to permit an_ex- 
{hibit at the New York World's Fair 
Te Mdsel Ford declares that, while 
his company could sell a good auto- 
|mobile for $500 if it could see a mar- 
iket for 1,000,000 cars a vear, he feels 
}such an innovation would have a very 
'drastic effect on the used car market. 

Federal automotive taxes col- 
lected since 1932 has passe d the $2,- 


1100,000,000 mark 
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Advertising Adequate? 


HE PHILADELPHIA District buys one- 
hl ements of all the motor cars this 
nation produces. In 1941, this market—third 
largest in America—will buy at least 200,000 
new cars...probably thousands more, because 
Philadelphia today is roaring with rush orders 
in unprecedented volume. National Defense 
Commission awards for “The Arsenal of 
America” already exceed $1,441,000,000. 
About 40% of this huge sum is going into 
wages and salaries. New jobs for thousands 
and thousands of new employees! 

The Philadelphia market obviously extends 
beyond the municipal boundaries. When 
you advertise here you want good, produc- 
tive city circulation, of course—but you want 
MORE than that. In Philadelphia itself, there 
are 552 cars per thousand families; in the 


nearby counties there are 834 cars per thou- 


PUBLIC 


sand families. The Daily Inquirer offers valu- 
able coverage of golden suburbs as well as of 
Penn’s Towne itself. The city-and-suburban 
circulation of The Sunday Inquirer, alone, is 
greater than the TOTAL circulation of any 
other Philadelphia newspaper, daily or Sun- 
day. And Inquirer circulation is greatest where 


incomes are largest. 


Anny 
al Meg; 
Records Floures 


adelphia Angquirer 


LEDGER 


For 112 Years a Philadelphia Institution 


DAILY circulation exceeds 400,000 





SUNDAY circulation exceeds 1,000,000 





OSBORN, SCOLARO, MEEKER & CO., NATIONAL ADVERTISING REPRESENTATIVES — NEW YORK « CHICAGO « DETROIT « ST LOUIS 
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Present Situation Demands 
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Farm Income is Expected to Show Further Gains 





Profit Deals, CATA Avers 


CHICAGO.— Under the heading 
“Shock Proof Against Profit?” the 
Chicago Automobile Trade Assn. in 
a bulletin last week stated pointed- 
ly that this charge is the only one 
fitting dealers who overallow under 
present conditions. 

The straight - from - the - shoulder 
message follows: 

“What kind of a bomb must be 
dropped in the midst of automo- 
bile dealers to make them realize 
that a seller’s market exists for 
automobiles; that it is ridiculous 
to trade wild at this time; that it 
is absolutely necessary for the 
dealer’s existence for him to make 
a good profit in 1941, so as to take 
care of the increased taxes that he 
will pay and the likely lean years 
that are ahead? 

“If dealers do not make better 
deals now in view of impending 
new car curtailment, mounting 








costs of doing business, and the 
heavy demand for automobiles, 
they must be deadened to profit 
possibilities. 

“This is your golden opportunity 
to stop wild trading and get into 
the automobile business!” 


GM-Built Machine Guns 


Top Army Expectations 
SAGINAW.—The first 10 Army 
machine guns made by the Steer- 
ing Gear division of General Mo- 
tors Corp. are much better than 
the war department expected them 
to be, John C. Halveston, general 
superintendent, was advised last 
week. 

Halveston said one gun, selected 
at random, fired 10,000 rounds of 
.30 caliber ammunition without 
mechanical difficulty. The endur- 
ance test required four hours. 





Horns Are Silenced 


In Montgomery, Ala. 
MONTGOMERY, Ala—A 
strange silence settled over 
Montgomery last week as police 
began enforcement of a city 
ordinance which taboos. the 
blowing of automobile horns 
“otherwise than as a reasonable 
warning.” 


Police Chief Ralph B. King 
announced that the ban on 
horns, previously enforced only 
between 11 p.m. and 7 a.m., had 
been put on a 24-hour basis. A 
minimum fine of $2 will be 
levied on all offenders. 


New AC Spark Plug 


FLINT.—An important contribution 
to the national defense program is 
seen in the development by the AC 
Spark Plug of a new type spark plug 
for aviation engines, which is said to 
be suitable for use in high altitude 
flying, and also for the higher output 
engines which have been developed for 
the larger type bombers capable of 
ying great distances under heavy 
loads of bombs and fuel. 


most severe weather conditions. 


under the | 


| 


7 Added Prospect for Exports 


Is Lending Encouragement 


Special to Automotive News 

WASHINGTON. — That farm in- 
come is rising, that the prices of 
all products combined are near the 
high marks since the outbreak of 
the war abroad, that total farm 
income for the first quarter of 
this year was larger than in the 
corresponding period of 1940, and 
that the total for the second 
quarter is expected to show a 
further gain, are the important 
conclusions reached by the U. S. 
bureau of agricultural economics 
based on its exhaustive analysis of 
the current situation. 

To the continued improvement in 


domestic consumer demand for 
farm products has been added 
prospect for exports under the 


Lend-Lease Act, the bureau states. 


The agricultural plant is reported: 


in good physical condition to pro- 


rT Bide 
ees pele Ter (s) 
Ve ries 


Look at it, and look through it! L-O-F Hi-Test Safety PLATE GLASS 
is good-looking from every angle. It is made by bonding Hi-Test 
plastic between two sheets of highly polished plate glass to form 
this wonderfully clear vision, laminated safety glass. 

L-O-F Hi-Test Safety PLATE GLASS—not only in all wind- 
shields, but also in the side windows of many 1941 cars—is fur- 
ther proof of the motor industry’s special regard for clearer 
and safer vision for driver and passenger alike. 

Buyers of new and used cars are learning to look for the familiar 
L:O-F trademark, the Mark of Quality, on windows and wind- 
shields. It's a sign that the best of materials have been used. 


Cars move faster. 


LIBBEY - OWENS - FORD 


HI-TEST SAFETY PLATE GLASS 








vide for these domestic and for 
needs. 

Besides abundant resources for 
current production of food, feed 
and fibers, large stocks of commodi- 
ties have been laid by for emer. 
gency needs. These include cotton, 
wheat and tobacco. Large supplies 
of feed grains also are available 
for conversion into meats and other 
livestock products. Large supplies 
of fats and oils already exist. 

Farmers have reported intentions 
to plant about the same total 
acreages of crops this year as last. 

The large supply of feed of all 
kinds on farms and in storage 
makes possible any _ expansion 
which may be desired in the pro- 
duction of livestock products for 
export under provisions of the 
Lease-Lend Act, according to the 
bureau. Such an expansion would 
reduce earlier estimates that the 
carryover of corn may be 50 million 
to 100 million bushels larger this 
year than last. It would consume. 
sizable quantities of byproduct 
feeds, which are in large supply 
on account of the loss of conti- 
nental European markets for such 
feeds. 

Market supplies of early vege- 
tables have been smaller than had 
been expected a few months ago. 
But with average growing condi- 
tions through early April the sup- 
plies of truck crops will become 
moderately plentiful. 


eign 


Used Car Import 
Law Held Invalid 
By Minn. Court 


MINNEAPOLIS. Minnesota 
dealers are fearful over possible 
effects of the state supreme court's 
recent ruling declaring unconsti- 
tutional the state used car importa- 
tion law. 

The law, which required a bond 
and filing fee for all used cars 
brought into this state for resale 
purposes, was considered a _ boon 


| toward promoting fair trade prac- 


tices to benefit Minnesota dealers. 
Minnesota Automobile Dealers 


| Assn., in a bulletin to all members, 


stated that it was the association’s 


|intention, if the law had been held 


constitutional, to try and get a 
couple of small amendments to 
further clarify and strengthen the 
law. 

“What the effect is going to be 
in the future, no one can tell, 


| the bulletin states. “Due to the up- 


turn in employment in the large 
centers where enormous stocks of 
used cars are always on hand used 
ear stocks are showing a _ sharp 
decline. For this reason it may not 
be so profitable to go to these cities 
for the purpose of purchasing used 
cars. On the other hand, whenever 
the time comes that factories will 
be closed due to a curtailment of 
war production, the same difficul- 
ties as that of a few years ago will 
be expected unless some remedy 
can be found in the meantime to 
cure these bad practices.” 


New Two-Tone Scheme 


Added by Oldsmobile 
LANSING. — Addition of a new 
two-tone color combination to the 
wide variety of color options of- 
fered on all series of 1941 Olds- 
mobiles is announced by S. E. 
Skinner, general manager of Olds- 
mobile. The new color offering 1n- 
troduces a smart combination of 
“River Mist” gray, a dark slate 
color, for the upper part of the 
body and the light gray, “Dusty 
gray, for the fenders and lower 
portion of the car body. ; 
“Two-tone color combinations 
are particularly popular this year. 
said Skinner, “and with the advent 
of spring and summer months, the 
demand for variety in car color 
schemes will be materially in- 
creased. The new color combination 
just added gives Oldsmobile buy- 
ers the biggest selection of car 
colors ever offered.” 
Paras 





Sinsabaugh’s 
column is_ read 
in industry. 


Chris 
“Sparks” 
‘‘wide-awake’’ 
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the 4th Dimension 
Advertising’s Defense Role; 


Getchell’s Control 


By Pete Wemhoff 


Factor a 

Stressing advertising’s import- 
ance as a national defense factor, 
Walter D. Fuller, president of Cur- 
tis Pub. Co. told stockholders last 
week that America has facilities 
“hat are sufficient for the re- 
quirements of the defense pro- 
am,” largely because “the pro- 
duction, flow and consumption of 
normal goods have been stimulated 
over the year by advertising.” 

“Since advertising has been an 

portant factor in the growth 

of the American standard of liv- 
ing and has done much to de- 
yelop our present industrial ca- 
pacities for defense, so in similar 
ways it will be an important fac- 
tor in upholding our standard of 
living through the present criti- 
cal days,” the stockholder report 
continues. “Advertising also will 
be @ major factor during the 
postwar period by stimulating 
and carrying forward a constant- 
ly better way of life for every- 
one.” 

Net circulation revenue in 1940 
showed an increase of over $500,000. 
Circulation of all of the company’s 
magazines rose to new highs. Ad- 
vertising revenue continued to in- 
crease during the year and the 
cost per dollar of sales decreased. | 
Unit cost of manufacturing was) 
reduced about 3 percent in 1940 
and expenses of shipping and 
transportation were lowered. 

For the first quarter of 1941 ad- 
vertising income of the Saturday 
Evening Post, Ladies Home Journal 
and Country Gentleman increased, 
but conditions are too unsettled to 
regard these evidences as fixing the 
trend for 1941, the report states. 


Control 
J. Stirling Getchell, Inc., (Plym- 
outh-De Soto) announces election 
of John V. Tarleton as president 
and Paul Hollister as_ vice-presi- 
dent. The announcement stated 
that, through the purchase of the | 
common stock holdings of the late 
J. Stirling Getchell from his estate, 
Management and control of the 
agency are now vested in principals 
active in the operation of the busi- 
ness. 
Tarleton, who with Mr. Get- 
chell, founded the agency in 1931, 
has been vice-president of the 
company since its formation. He 
was associated with Mr. Getchell 
in J. Walter Thompson and Len- 
nen & Mitchell before becoming 
. Sener in J. Stirling Getchell, 
ne, 
Hollister, formerly executive 
vice-president and publicity direc- 
tor of R. H. Macy & Co., Inc., and 
vice-president of Batten, Barton, 
Durstine & Osborn, Inc., joined the 
agency last year. | 
Officers of the agency elected, in 
addition to Tarleton and Hollister, 
are M. P. Franceschi, vice-presi- 
dent and general manager; E. G. | 
Nickerson, vice-president and chair- 
man of the plan board; Frank R. 
Griffin, vice-president; Harry T. 
Mitchell, vice - president; William 
Berchtold, vice - president; 
Charles McCormack, treasurer and 
Orville H. Schell jr., secretary. 


Travel 


Travel and Publicity Bureau of 
the Ontario provincial government 
will sponsor Ned Sparks in a half- 
our variety show over 52 stations 
of the Columbia Broadcasting Sys- 
tem each Sunday at 5:30-6:00 p.m. 
beginning Apr. 20. 
© series, which is called the 


















Twice in a Week 


bJETROIT. — Henry Ford has 
me both a great-grand- 
ather and a grand uncle in the 
Space of less than a week. 
ain Apr. 3, an eight-pound 
tl, Charlotte, was born to Mr. 
and Mrs. Henry Ford II, son 
and daughter - in-law of Edsel 
ord, Stectdent of Ford Motor 
; pr. 8, an eight-pound 
boy was born to Mr. and Mrs. 
P od Wismer. Mrs. Wismer is 
whil ece of Mrs. Henry Ford, 
: * Wismer is an executive on 
with incoln- Mercury account 
“axon agency here. 
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“Ned Sparks Show,” will originate 
from the Hart House Theater in 
Toronto and will advertise Ontario 
as a travel and vacation land. The 
program is part of a triple-edged 
publicity campaign, which also in- 
cludes newspaper and magazine 


advertising. B. F. Goodrich Co. 
new-type high-altitude oxygen mask for airplane pilots while 
° baugh, representative of the National Assn. of Manufacturers, sponsor of the 
A ctive broadcast, and Helen Wright, B. F. Goodrich product designer, await their cues. 


Automotive classification has be- 
come one of the most active in 
advertising, as a result of exten- 
sive campaigns for passenger cars, 
tires and gasoline, according to a 
survey by the New York Times. 
Passenger car sales are running 25 
to 30 percent ahead of last year 
and advertising volume is closely 
paralleling this gain. 

Tire companies have stepped up 
their campaigns substantially. 
Goodyear and Goodrich have be- 
gun enlarged drives, while U. S. 
Rubber has not only inaugurated 


its first factory campaign in news- 
papers in several years but has also 
released the most extensive pro- 
gram for Fisk tires in 17 years. 
All the major oil companies are 
just beginning their largest spring 
campaigns in many years, on the 
assumption that motoring will 
show a substantial rise this year. 


First 


Marking the first time a national 
publication has ever been included 
in its advertising schedule, Eaton 


1941 


Mfg. Co. this year will utilize large 
space units in Fortune magazine. 
Ads, being prepared and placed by 
Meldrum and Fewsmith, Cleve- 
land, will feature three elements— 
the compary’s products, 
stitutional story, and the part it 


is playing in national 


manufacture. 


Defense 


Associated Publishers Corp., Chi- 
cago, announces May publication of 
The War Defense Sub-Contractor. 





THERE’S MORE than tires in the rubber industry’s contributions to national 
defense, a nationwide radio audience learned last week during an NBC 
cast on “Rubber in National Defense,’ which originated in the Akron plant of 
Above, Announcer Milo Boulton reads script through the 
William Rade- 


Popular Science monthly, 
nounces the guaranteed circulation 
of Popular Science has been in- 
creased from 500,000 to 550,000, the 
third increase in three years. 
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Tabloid format will be used, listing 
factory facilities of available sub- 
contractors, to all original contrac- 
tors and government purchasing 
agencies. John E. Atkinson will be 


publisher. 


Named 


PM, New York daily news- 
paper, has appointed Harry A. 
Berk, Inc., to direct its advertis- 
ing, it is announced by Harold 
Smith, promotion manager of the 
publication. 


Switch 


Charles V. Allen, for the past 


seven years advertising and sales 
promotion manager, John C. Dolph 
Co., Newark, has resigned to join 
the sales staff of Robert McKeown 
Co., Newark. 


He has been succeeded by James 


A. Moran, formerly with Campbell- 
Ewald Co. of New York, Inc. 


Increase 


Godfrey Hammond, publisher of 
an- 





BEST WAY TO Soften PROSPECTS 





r you're selling a car with Airfoam latex seat- 
cushioning, you have an extra selling-advantage 
that can help you clinch sales. 


That’s because Airfoam’s miracle comfort is one 
feature you don’t have to “sell” even to the toughest 
prospect — or his wife. They can feel it, right down 
in their bones. 


They'll feel it even more — want it more — if you 
hit a few rough spots in your demonstration. 

Let them see for themselves how Airfoam 

seats insure a smooth “floating” ride over 

rough roads. 


Emphasize, too, that this softer ride cuts 


IT'S NOT “LIKE” RIDING ON AIR 
—YOU DO RIDE ON AIR 


AIRFOAM'S amazing resiliency 
and comfort come from millions 
of tiny air cells. Airfoam lasts 
indefinitely — because you can’t 
wear out air! : 





Airfoam —T.M. The (rowdy 





down fatigue and cramp from day-long trips, thus 
helps prevent drowsing at the wheel, makes driv- 
ing safer. And when you point out that Airfoam 
cushioning keeps this restful resiliency for the life 
of the car—you’ve got a sales clincher that out- 


weighs a dozen gadgets. 


It’s a story that’s working for plenty of dealers — 


why not you? 


MADE ONLY BY 


(TLL 


’ 


mage coupon” 
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Canadian Sales Spurt with Low-Priced Cars Dominanjjus 


Goad is Elected President 
By San Antonio Dealers 








— — —~e 


rivers is costing the eee 
of motor vehicles in the United By Roy Carmichael 

ona” ANTONIO, Tex. ; T. J.;E. H. Herpel, Herpel - Gillespie || States $76,000,000 a year, the Staff Correspondent 

oad, Goad Motor Co. (Cadillac), | (Ford). Public Roads Administration MONTREAL. -- Cheered by com- 

was elected president of the San | Elected to serve with Goad are:|] estimated last week. Statistics mencement of spring volume buy- 


Antonio Automobile Trade Assn. E. A. Kinsel, Kinsel-Robinson Mo of the PRA shows that in 1938 || ing, showing that there is money 





at the annual election of officers tor Co. (Mercury-Lincoln-Zephyr),|| this was the amount of tolls circulating in new quarters, new 

held here last week. He succeeds | Vice-president, and E. A. Poe, A. B.|| collected on bridges, tunnels || car dealers in the Montreal district 

a Tay se Co. 7 i - Plym- aan : view the approach of the Dominion 

outh), treasurer. J. T. Simmons re- e federal agency comments with more equanimity than 

McConnell Named Head /mains as executive secretary. that this sum is almost enough aan, ae they are on the qui 

of Montgomery Assn. | The board of directors is made|| to build a structure like the || vive for developments. Casting up 

up of the three elected officers,|| eight-mile San Francisco-Oak- || their accounts at the end of March, 

MONTGOMERY, Ala. -- Forrest|the retiring president, and J. M.|| land Bay bridge, the world’s || dealers agreed that not only was 

McConnell, of McConnell Brothers | Cavender, General Oldsmobile Co.;|| largest, and more than enough || it the best month of the year so 

Motor Co., was elected president of |W. W. Ford, Gene Meador, Inc. to build two bridges like the || far, but that it was well in advance 
| 


Montgomery Automobile and/|‘Packard), and Roy Smith, Smith|| Golden Gate’s 4,200-foot span, || of March, 1940. April buying also 
Truck Dealers Assn. at the annual Motor Sales Co. (Chevrolet). the longest suspension bridge In || started with verve, most attention 


meeting recently. H _|_ The San Antonio Automobile || the world. being given to new models of the 
. y. ie succeeds FL0t- | trade Assn. is one of the oldest lower and medium-priced makes. 





ace Davis. Soa ; ; : 
boars associations of its kind in the coun- ° ° i i is i 
Joe G. Allen, of Vandigriff-Allen | try, having been established in 1915. Change in Ownership oimmean us tae peng Big BR 
POCAHONTAS, Ark. — (UTPS). — ; s 
Flemmons Million is now sole seen February, both of which months 


of the Sallee-Million Motor Co. and! recorded declines. Labor troubles in 


half owner of the S. and M. Motor : ‘ 
Co. of Walnut Ridge, Ark. Both are the United States, especially those 


Motor Co., was chosen vice-presi-| Several charter members are still 
dent, and Lucius L. Segrest, of |doing business. 


Grimes Motor Co., secretary-treas- eg or 
user . a Pete Wembhoff's Fourth Dimension 
. offers news of automotive advertising. 





Poiliac is a lot easier to sell 


than to sell against! 






——, 


. 


HERE’S WHY PONTIAC IS EASIER TO SELL THAN TO SELL AGAINST 


% Pontiac prices are within reach of any new car buyer. Yet the lower end of Pontiac’s price range is so close to the 
lowest that this is literally true: If you can afford any new car 


Ponti ff th F i , t ° eery ” 
%& Pontiac offers the year's most popular style at the industry's lowes you can afford a Pontiac Torpedo. 


pres. With such a product to sell at such favorable prices, is it any 
% Pontiac gives buyers a choice of a Six or an Eight in any model with wonder that Pontiac dealers are enjoying the most successful 
the Eight only $25 more than the Six. year in their history? 


Right now Pontiac has a few openings for dealers in cities 
of various sizes and in scattered locations. For further informa- 
tion, read the panel below. 


% Pontiac has a wide variety of body types with one or more to satisfy 
every taste. ~ 


% Pontiac style and quality appeal to buyers accustomed to high-priced 


cars. 2 aaa 


% Pontiac operating costs are known to be among the lowest. 


% Pontiac offers riding comfort and handling ease which compare favor- 
ably with the finest in the industry. 


% Pontiac has one of the most loyal and enthusiastic owner groups in all 
America today. 


Competitive dealers by the hundreds now admit that they'd 
much rather sell Pontiacs than try to sell other cars against 
them. 

For Pontiac has product and price advantages which no 
amount of salesmanship can offset. 

Accurately described as ‘‘The Fine Car with the Low Price,” 
Pontiac appeals to virtually every motor car buyer in America. ola seattle, 

Pontiac style, quality and details of trim measure up to the ew locate Gling? Hf you wae 
expectations of people accustomed to driving high-priced cars. ~ 


»you di 


: “ able pa “4 has 4 ee ; 
>" acs 25 : 
IT’S ANOTHER U. Sable. Each of ddeest rick: 
— a Wt inve . and get all (Me. “at Division 
PROFITABLE YEAR ri . os op sor al es oy Po yac ae it personal y. 
yO Tes, Manas. wi ans 
gal 3a. g 
for care 
Pontiac : 





PONTIAC DEALERS 


U.S. Motorists Charged Dominion Budget Awaited |)4 0 
weiner, cones! = For Quota on 1941 Outpyi Thr 


have not yet begun to curtail eithe; peTRoIT. 
manufacture or sales on this side | tivity in 

of the border. While Montre,} ding are 
dealer stocks of new cars are be yaren is Fe 
large, deliveries from plants hay, deased by 
been fairly constant in spite ,{.srtment 0 


government priorities on — ya,|¢ Dorrance 
orders. "Tetroit adve 
U. S. Parts Needed of the re 


However, should tieups continy| sg to the § 
in the U. S., the effect will in tim.|ame level 
produce its consequences in Cop,.| snd only 
ada. While Canadian automobj| ines. 
manufacturers are independent) The repor 
operated, there are certain pari|.s gains W 
which are imported from the U.§| 1 areas: 
since they can be made cheaper ags, Boise, 
in that country of mass production] ste, Cleve 

A quite noticeable shortage hg} mlumbia, 
occurred in certain types of auty}/unction, * 
mobiles this spring. The most cop.) iattford, 
spicuous example is the statio,jouts ™é 
wagon. However, this model hg) iontgomer 
been greatly in demand since th.jwma ©! 













Ford dealerships. affecting the automobile industry,| beginning of the war, having bee wrgh, Pre 


eagerly sought by various locd}Dieg0, 52 
military units as an ideal patter springfield, 
for their particular purposes. Deal.) Tuls2,_ YY 3 
ers said that, as soon as obtaine} 2g, Wichit 
the station wagon goes off thei] These ar 
hands. 
Small Cars in Demand Q | 
As might be expected, all lov Stude 
and medium-priced new cars are it 100 N 
demand. The public seem to be ver; 
much reconciled to the use of th 
medium-priced vehicle which car. It 
ries much less burden in upkeep 
and license fees than cars in the 
higher priced scale. 
‘ ; ompleted 
Demand this spring and summe n key citi 
is expected to be particularly heavy states. TI 
for the car, either new or used]... , 


SOUTH 
nome offi 


which will take the war-worker cn sae 
to his employment and bring hit] cident 


home again. While increased buy-]; S. Flet 
ing by the masses has been some-}~_" 


what slow in coming out in the ‘ a 
months past, momentum has pickei “ og 


up considerably and this spring and 
summer are expected to be very|*¥ Skyv 
active seasons for the low-priced is — 
vehicle in the Montreal area, to| istributo 
say nothing of the whole of Canada} Accordi 
wherever government employment] ittending 
is stepped up. the meet 


In the spring trade the effect is ‘eld for 
marked as regards cars in the top Conseque 
price bracket. Approximately this schedulec 
entire output is manufactured in during 
the U. S. and, as a consequence | *Pril. 
comes under the ban of the motor} The Ay 
vehicle controller. The order re} y the 
cently promulgated is to the effect} district 
that no person who was not manu-j over n 
facturing automobiles in Canada} and sale 
prior to Dec. 2, 1940, may manu-| discussio 
facture more automobiles of any] aid for 
one kind, type or model, than the} made pe 
number of that particular kind] pion me 
which could be imported under} mander 
permit from the national revenue} series, a 
department. In addition, the manu-| Studeba 
facturer may not make a greater] trucks. 
total number of cars than the total 
of all types which he could import Ch 

Yr 


Import Ban Cuts Supply 


It will be recalled that under the 
War Exchange Conservation act of 
1940, importation of certain auto-| ppp 
mobiles was banned except under] of the 
special permit. The NRD has estab-| ascomp 
lished quotas for imports, depend- for a 
ent on the scale of imports in the spring 
past. This situation in the new C8) addres, 
field in Montreal, as elsewhere !"| Wajjac 
Canada, has curtailed drastically | o¢ sale: 
any sales of the higher-priced Cal} oa) g 
It is found among the dealer trade Munro 
that such stock of the costlier mod- tives 
els as are on hand in salesrooms Wi 
are only being sold on the best of ith 


credits, since it is not known whet . = 
such stock can be replenished. an te 


A. J. Coleman, secretary of Mon- by the 
treal Automobile Trade Assn., said March 
that automobile trade conditions In deli 
Montreal, as in Canada as a whole. ee 
depends very much on the national week 
budget which is looked to come} Pany’s 
down this week. Coleman remarked | ness, 
that if the government allows 4s 
much as a 80 percent new car 
production, this quota, with cul- 
rent stocks of new cars on hand | tne 4; 
will carry over quite well through Fortla 
the rest of 1941. on 

In the east end of the city, where  vice:p 
is found a considerable working Braley 
class population of both the French eg 
and English-speaking races, there 
is already manifested considerable eat, 
buying of new cars up to the $1,300 is oi 
elass vehicle. 
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mnipusiness Activity Continues to Rise Dur 


d \p4 of 147 Trading Areas 
put Throughout U.S. Show Gains 


il ¢j OIT. — Increased business 
iste as 124 of the nation’s 147 
ontres ‘ding areas during the month of 
are a arch is reported in figures just 
its hen sleased DY the business survey de- 

i ' t of Brooke, Smith, French 
wo] ¢ Dorrance, Inc., New York and 

“\otroit advertising firm. 

“Of the remaining areas, accord- 

ONtinye| ag to the survey, five held at the 
in tim.| ame level as the previous month 
in Cap. and only 18 registered slight de- 
OMoble| :lines. 
Mdent):| The report states that the great- 
nN parts} st gains were made in the follow- 
e U.§ |g areas: Albany, Augusta, Bill- 
cheape:| ngs, Boise, Buffalo, Camden, Char- 
luction | tte, Cleveland, Colorado Springs, 
Ze hy| columbia, S. C., Dayton, Grand 
f autp.{ Junction, Green Bay, Harrisburg, 
st cop. Zartford, Jackson, Mich., Lynch- 
statio,}ourg, Manchester, Minneapolis, 
lel ha;4 Montgomery, New Orleans, Okla- 
ice thejioma City, Philadelphia, Pitts- 
& beer} wurgh, Providence, Raleigh, San 
> locg Diego, Savannah, Sioux Falls, 
natter| springfield, Mass. St. Joseph, 
. Deg). Tulsa, Waco, Washington, Wheel- 
tainej|.ng, Wichita and Wichita Falls. 


* their] These areas were 10 percent or 


1 , {Studebaker Sets 










ever| 100 Meetings With 
of the 

 e| Its Dealer Body 
pkei! SOUTH BEND. — Studebaker 


some office executives have just 
mmer ompleted a series of 17 meetings 
hears in key cities throughout the United 
used States. The meetings in the east 
orker| "te conducted by Paul G. Hoff- 
- hin] "2% President; K. B. Elliott, vice- 
b [resident in charge of sales, and 

“1C.S. Fletcher, sales manager. 


some- 

1 they ©. K. Whittaker, president of 
ickej| Studebaker Pacific Corp., presided 
y ani} the west coast. Studebaker’s 
very | 7 Skyway series and spring mod- 


ricei |S Were introduced to dealers and 
a, tp} istributors at the meetings. 


nada} According to Elliott, numerous 
ment}attending dealers requested that 
the meeting be carried into the 
ct is ‘eld for the benefit of salesmen. 
top-}ONsequently, the factory has 
this scheduled 100 nationwide meetings 
1 injduring the first three weeks of 
nce | April. 
otor} The April series will be conducted 
re-}ty the Studebaker regional and 
fect} district sales managers and will 
inu-} Cover merchandising, advertising 
ada and sales promotion. Round-table 
inu- liscussions will be held and plans 
any/4id for the additional business 
the} made possible by the new Cham- 
ind] pion models for spring, the Com- 
der] mander and President Skyway 
nue} series, and the recently announced 
nu-] Studebaker commercial cars and 
- trucks. 
tal 


’ Chrysler Holds 


th e 
of Sales Meeting 


to- 
“wl DETROIT. — Regional managers 


.|° the Chrysler Sales division, 
q-| 28sembled at the factory last week 
| or a general discussion of the 
ar| Pring selling campaign. They were 
in Wuressed by President David A. 
yy | “allace, Vice-President in charge 
- of sales, Charles L. Jacobson, Gen- 
Je = Sales Manager Stewart W. 
d-} “Nroe and other factory execu- 
ns tives, 

of| Without exception these key men 
on = the field organization reported 
et business in their respec- 
by titres, a report borne out 
Mf e fact that the week ended 
a 29 saw more Chrysler cars 
clivered at retail than any other 
week in the history of the com- 
a” Six-and-eight-cylinder busi- 


a7 


—_—_" 3S 
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, Shields Elected 
e RELAND, Ore.—New officers of 
' Portland sed Car Managers’ Assn. of 
Chevro] are Don Shields, of Frank 
| ther, Ot;COu. President; J. W. Low- 
vice-pre Abs 3 Billingsley Motor Co.. 
;| Brale €sident, and Warren Braley, of 
4 e doe Graham, secretary - treasurer. 
| - STOUp will hold monthly meetings. 


— wee 6 


T aided 
) comsistect the pulse of the industry 
is a necessiten® of Automotive News 





more above normal in March: Al- 
buquerque, Atlanta, Baltimore 
Bangor, Billings, Boise, Camden, 
Canton, Charlotte, Chattanooga, 
Columbia, S. C., Dallas, Detroit, El 
Paso, Fargo, Greenville, Hartford, 
Houston, Indianapolis, Jacksonville, 
Kalamazoo, Louisville, Macon, 
Manchester, Memphis, Miami, Mo- 
bile, Norfolk, Raleigh, Reno, Rock- 
ford, Saginaw, Salt Lake City, San 
Diego, Seattle, Sioux Falls, South 
Bend, Spokane, Springfield, Mo., 
Syracuse, Tacoma, Tampa, Terre 
Haute, Washington, Wilmington 
and Winston-Salem. 


Mack Truck Expansion 


ERIE, Pa.—A factory branc 
Mack International Motor Truck Cor . 
to be built just outside the city limits 
here, will cost $50,000, according to R 

Stuart, district manager of the 
company. It will be a one-story brick 
building covering 12,000 square feet. 
——————— 


OsT motorists know the all-weather advantages of famed 

Fisher No Draft Ventilation. But that’s only one of a 
number of features the new Body by Fisher provides to 
assure your complete comfort whatever the climate. Note, for 
instance, the wide variety of methods and materials used 
for insulation purposes — each scientifically adapted to its 
particular location in accordance with the most modern 
developments in sound and temperature control. Add this to 
the advanced styling. greater roominess and increased solidity 
of the new Unisteel Turret Top Body by Fisher — and it’s 
easy to see why folks are saying. “Body by Fisher is °41’s 
guide to better value.” 


General Motors ear. 


Used Cars in Britain 
Selling at High Prices 
WASHINGTON. — Cumulative 
effect of the government ban on 


sales of new automobiles in 
Great Britain, in force since 


July, 1940, has been a steady 
appreciation in used car values, 
according to reports to the U. S. 
department of commerce. Used 
cars of recent origin, in good 
condition, are now bringing con- 
siderably more than their list 


price when new. 

Values prevailing 12 months 
ago have in numerous instances 
been doubled, and the increasing 
wartime stringency of supply is 
held to foreshadow still higher 
used car price levels in the fu- 
ture. Unless some control is en- 
forced, the fear is now being ex- 
pressed by dealers and users 
that the peak ultimately reached 
may be accepted unduly as a 
criterion of values when the au- 
tomobile industry returns to 
normalcy after the war. 





“BEST BUICK YET” is the popular way to deseribe this 1941 


beauty. 
Body by 


Sedan. It’s a wider, 


the front for greater safety 


body colors, if desired, at no extra cost. 


ae 7, 
TT fait Mey BY 


ON GENERAL MOTORS CARS ONLY: 








| CENERAL 
MOTORS 


CH. JROLET - PONTIAC - 


Fisher shown here 
longer body with rear doors 


and mas be 


OLDSMOBILE - 


And one reason for that is its sleeker yet roomier new 


Buick Stren 4-door 
hinged at 


had in two-tone 


BUICK - CADILLAC 


which leads you, of course. to a 


t 


ng March 





New Device to Measure 


Smoothness of U.S. Roads 


WASHINGTON.—For some years 
past, highway engineers have been 
endeavoring to develop equipment 
for measuring the smoothness of 
roads, the need for such a device 
being made imperative by the 
steadily increasing speeds of auto- 
mobiles which have brought with 
them a tendency to make moun- 
tains out of what used to be mole- 
hills in road surfaces. Last week 
the U. S. federal works agency 
announced that a_ satisfactory 
mechanism to do this measuring 
job finally as been perfected by 
engineers of the U. S. public roads 
administration. 

According to the FWA, the de- 
vice will be immediately useful in 
comparing different methods of 
finishing road surfaces, the work of 
different contractors, and the re- 


sults obtained in different states in 
building 


the smooth roads de- 


} 


we 





Fisher feature. 


panels. 


1 Special rock wool insulation 
in cowl—an exclusive Body by 


2 Felt deadener cemented to 
dash backed by insulator of 
jute and fibre board. 


3 Floor completely covered 
with felted pad. 


4 Jute pads for extra insu- 
lation of floor in front and rear 
compartments. 


5 Felted padscementedtoroof, 
cowl, door, side, and trunk lid 


6 Trunk walls and wheel hous- 
ings insulated with spray-on 
deadener, which adheres per- 
manently to curved surfaces. 


manded by the public for comfort 


| and safety in the modern car. 


It also will be useful in deter- 
mining when a road must be re- 
surfaced to maintain a_ specified 
smoothness. Eventually, it was 
stated, it may provide the basis 
for smoothness specifications in 
road-construction contracts. 


The machine has been developed 
as a single-wheeled trailer outfit 
that measures the up-and-down 
motion of the trailer wheel as it 
passes over the irregularities in a 
road. If this vertical movement 
does not exceed about 125 units per 
mile, a road surface is considered 
smooth enough for comfort and 
safety at speeds up to about 50 
miles an hour. 

Indicator can be operated at 
speeds as high as 60 miles an hour. 


Pete Wembhoff's Fourth Dimension 
offers news of automotive advertising. 
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Ford Strike Settled; Rouge Plant 


3-Point Plan Ends Dispute; 


AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, APRIL 14, 1941 


NERB Election Procedure Set 


(Continued from Page 1) 


complete eligibility list based on 
the NLRB direction of election, 
compiled in any form designated 
by the board. 

2. After this list is furnished to 
the board, the election date is to 
be set not later than two weeks 
after the furnishing of such list. 


P 3. That each union organization 
involved in the elections be allowed 
to inspect at the Detroit NLRB of- 
fice said eligibility list, provided 
that no copy is made of said list 
or any part thereof; and that after 
said election all eligibility lists pro- 
vided by the company shall be re- 
turned to the company. 


4. To erect voting booths in the 
Ford plant, the number and at the 
locations designated by the board. 

5. To provide election booth 
tables and chairs in quantities re- 
quired by the board. 

6. To be permitted not more than 
two official company observers at 
each polling place on the day of 
election. This provision also ap- 
plies to each union involved. The 
company observers are to be non- 
supervisory persons either in name 
or in fact. 

7. To provide two company ob- 
servers for each counting table 
when the votes are counted. This 


Strike Situation 


Throughout U. S. 


Somewhat Clearer 


DETROIT.—With settlement of 
the Ford strike last Friday, the 
labor situation throughout’ the 
nation was definitely clearer. 

At Milwaukee, UAW-CIO work- 
ers at the Allis-Chalmers plant 
ratified their settlement plan and 
returned to work last Tuesday on 
$45,000,000 worth of vital defense 
contracts. 

Only major dispute left is that 
of the bituminous coal miners, af- 
fecting 400,000 workers, which was 
called Apr. 1, when the contract of 
the United Mine Workers (CIO) 
with Appalachian district operators 
expired. As of late Friday, ne- 
gotiations were still being carried 
on in New York for a new contract. 

Other disputes throughout the 
country were affecting 6,000 work- 
ers in 15 plants. 


Postal 
Telegraph 


PLEASE, I'D LIKE 
TO SEND A 
TELEGRAM! 


YOUR OWN 
TELEPHONE IS YOUR 
NEAREST POSTAL 
TELEGRAPH OFFICE 
—AND CHARGES 
APPEAR ON YOUR 
TELEPHONE BILL! 


yy 
Service 





provision also applies to the unions. 


No restriction is placed on super-| 


visory people at the counting. 

8. To compile voting schedules by 
departments and by individual 
badge numbers as directed by the 
board. 

9. To post notices of election pre- 
pared by the board, and to post 
schedules of voting in the number 
and at the time and _ locations 
designated by the board. 

10. To cooperate in every respect 
with the board in the conduct of 
the election according to the regu- 
lar election procedure of the board. 

11. To keep away from all polling 
places on the day of election all 
supervisory company employes and 
all non-eligible company employes, 
except those acting as official ob- 
servers. This provision does not 
stop said persons from passing the 
polling places in the ordinary 
course of business. 

12. That no cards, placards or 
literature containing electioneering 
or campaign material be permitted 
in the plant on election day. 

13. To cooperate fully and freely 
in assisting the board in conduct- 
ing these elections, so that each 
eligible voter is given a free and 
equal chance to vote in secret ac- 
cording to the established election 
procedure of the board. 

Ford, through its chief counsel, 
I. A. Capizzi, also agreed to ask for 
dismissal of the federal court in- 
junction, restraining the union 
from barricading the entrances to 
the Rouge plant, but this was con- 
sidered only of minor importance 
since the union has accepted the 
peace pact and has agreed to re- 
turn to work. 

Mediators and negotiators ap- 
proached the settlement stage sev- 
eral times during the past week, 
but on each occasion a last-minute 
hitch developed. President Roose- 
velt, Secretary Perkins and defense 
officials all played a role in the 
negotiations, through the federal 
and state mediators. 

Following is a brief resume of 
the strike from its inception: 

APRIL 1—Ford officials charged 
“sitdown tactics” and union spokes- 
men countered with “spontaneous 
stoppage” of work when several 
men were discharged. 

APRIL 2—Dawn broke on a 
scene of strife and bloodshed, as 
automobile barricades and _ thou- 
sands of union pickets barred roads 
and gates leading to the plant. The 
huge Rouge plant was closed. 

APRIL 3—Federal Judge Arthur 
J. Tuttle issued an order restrain- 
ing pickets from preventing em- 
ployes entering the plant after an 
early morning outburst of violence. 
Gov. Van Wagoner and Federal 
Mediator James F. Dewey sought 
to end the strike with conferences 
with both sides. 

APRIL 4—More than 115,000 Ford 
workers were idle as the company 
charged plant sabotage. The charge 
was denied promptly by the union. 

APRIL 5—Gov. Van Wagoner re- 
ported favorable progress as the 
National Labor Relations Board 
decided to call an election of Ford 
employes. 

APRIL 6—Thousands of curious 
created a record traffic jam at the 
plant. Officials announced a daily 
pay loss to Ford workers of $850,- 
800. 


APRIL 7—Harry Bennett, Ford 
personnel director, conferred with 
Dewey and the governor. He criti- 
cized the NLRB’s election order. 

APRIL 8—An historic conference 
was held in which Ford officials 
sat down for the first time with 
union representatives. Philip Mur- 
ray, CIO president, conferred with 
union officials and Van Wagoner. 
The governor requested Secretary 
of Labor Frances Perkins to de- 
lay reporting the strike to the 
National Mediation Board for 24 
hours, hoping for a settlement. 

APRIL 9—Secret conferences 


'were held by Ford and union of- 
| ficials and indications early in the 


day were that the strike would be 
settled shortly. Gov. Van Wagoner 
conferred with Henry Ford late in 





to 
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AN AUTOMOBILE has just been sold by television in Youngstown, O., and, 
so far as is known, this was the first time in history that a transaction of this 
kind had been visually broadcast. Staged as a feature of a home furnishings 
and appliance show, the unusual stunt involved the bona fide sale of a 1941 
De Soto car to Clyde Probert, general sales manager of a Youngstown printing 


and publishing house. Here’s 


how the ‘‘ceremony”’ looked in a home television 


receiver. Left to right, the principals are Probert; Andy Maguire, De Soto 
dealer at Youngstown, and Hubbard Harmon, Maguire’s sales manager. 


the day and said he was 
discouraged.” 


APRIL 10—After all-day confer- 
ences, both company and union 
were agreed in substance on Gov. 
Van Wagoner's peace proposal, but 
refusal by NLRB’s Detroit office to 
postpone, until after the Rouge 
election, a hearing on _ union 
charges of unfair labor practices, 
snagged settlement of the strike. 

APRIL 11—Strike settled. 

e¢ 6 


Dies to Probe 
Rouge ‘Sabotage’ 


WASHINGTON.—The Ford 
Rouge strike will be investigated 
by the Dies Committee, it was es- 
tablished here last week, after Rep. 
Joe Starnes, acting chairman, had 
charged that precision tools had 
been destroyed before the plant 
was closed. 

Starnes, Alabama Democrat, said 
that a committee investigator had 
gone through the plant and had 
established that acts of sabotage 
had been committed. 

Starnes estimated that sabotage 
had destroyed $300,000 worth of 
precision instruments which are in 
great demand in national defense 
industries. (Ford officials had 
placed the loss at $100,000). He 
said that the committee would con- 
centrate on a study to determine 
whether or not agents of the Axis 
powers were responsible. 

* * a 


Mich. Studies 


Curb on Strikes 

LANSING.—Two house commit- 
tees here are planning to introduce 
two bills in the state legislature 
soon to restrict activities of labor 
unions and fix heavy penalties for 
wildeat strikes in plants working 
on defense orders. 

One bill would make it unlawful 
for any person to harass or molest 
any employe in a defense plant; 
for two or more persons to conspire 
to intimidate workers; or for any 
strike to be called in a defense 
industry except after a 60-day 
mediation period has expired. 

The other bill would require the 
incorporation of labor unions and 
to make them civilly liable for in- 
juries or damage attributable to 


them. 


* * * 


Strike Threatens 


Firestone Subsidiary 
NOBLESVILLE, Ind.—Demands 
for increased wages, improved 
working conditions and a closed 
shop are being discussed by repre- 
sentatives of the Schacht Rubber 
Co. here, a subsidiary of the Fire- 


stone Tire & Rubber Co., and 850} ! 


employes of the plant, who recently 
voted for the United Rubber Work- 
ers, CIO, as their bargaining 
agency. A strike is threatened. 

Employes are seeking an increase 
of 15 cents an hour and a closed 
shop. The company has offered 
3 to 5 cents an hour increase, but 
is opposed to a closed shop. 


“tar trom! OM Threatened 


By Strike Over 
Contract Dispute 


DETROIT.—Unless contract- 
revision negotiations are com- 
pleted by Apr. 20, the UAW-CIO 
has threatened a strike in General 
Motors Corp. plants, according to 
notice filed last week with Labor 
Department and defense officials. 


The corporation, however, stated 
that tentative agreement had been 
reached on some of the points in- 
volved. “We hope that these nego- 
tiations can be pushed through to 
a conclusion at the earliest date 
possible and we are attempting to 
do our part to that end,” the state- 
ment added. 


John R. Steelman, director of the 
Labor Department’s conciliation di- 
vision, and Offce of Production 
Management officials received word 
from both the corporation and the 
union Thursday night that a strike 
is threatened. 


Negotiations deadlocked Thurs- 
day on the union’s demands for a 
“union shop” clause in the contract, 
it was reported in Washington. The 
corporation flatly rejected this pro- 
posal, it was understood. 

It was found to be impossible to 
deal with other demands of the 
union until the basic question of 
the union shop was decided, Wash- 
ington understood. 

Walter P. Reuther, GM director 
for the union, announced Friday 
that UAW-CIO locals in 76 plants 
of GM have been asked by the 
union’s GM council to vote on 
authorizing a strike, when and if 
it is necessary. 

The labor department said it 
will send a conciliator to Detroit 
to assist in the parleys. 





Business Rise Cited 


KENOSHA, Wis. — Reporting the 
greatest sales as well as production 
schedules in the 25 years history of 
the company, Joseph Johnson, presi- 
dent of Snap-On Tools Corp., told 
the annual directors meeting here last 
week that the outlook for 1941 was 
equally bright. The company has large 
war department contracts for tools 
and wrenches. 


Reop 
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Elections 


(Continued from Page 1) 


Rouge plant will have 
tunity to cast their 

International Union, UAW ant 
for AFL., Federal Labor Union i, 
22551, or for neither. ; 


3—All wood- and metal- 
makers and _ their apprentn™ 
the River Rouge plant will yo, 
to determine whether they dean 
to be represented by the Patten 
Makers League of Detroit os 
vicinity (AFL), by the Internation, 
Union (UAW), CIO or by none 

The board rejected the ¢y 
contention that the pattern makes 
should be included in the prod. 
tion, maintenance and clerical Clas. 
sification at the Rouge plant, Th 
pattern makers themselves ingist,: 
that they constituted a separzy, 
bargaining unit, and a majority « 
the board concurred in this viey. 
point. 

Consequently there will be ty, 
elections at the Rouge plant, a: 
it is expected that the polling 
be completed in one day, despit: 
the 85,000 workers involved. 

The election will probably be he: 
outside the Ford plant but with: 
easy access to it. There are larg 
vacant spaces in the neigtiborhoo: 
of the Rouge plant where scores ¢' 
voting houses and booths can + 
erected quickly. 

Between 90 and 100 polling place: 
will be used, and between 250 an 
300 election employes engage; 
These will be taken from a list ¢ 
several hundred who have per. 
formed similar service at othe 
large plant elections. 


Watchers from both unions wi! 
be permitted at the polls, and i: 
the event any employe’s vote i 
challenged by a worker, that vot 
is placed in a special envelope ani 
a its validity is decided by hin. 
self. 


&N oppor. 


Curtailment 


(Continued from Page 1) 


who need cars most would be leas 
able to get them. 


The industry, Bathrick states 
last year built 2,388,000 cars fo: 
replacement only. In other word 
85 percent of production was ab 
sorbed in replacing scrapped cars 

Taxes are another important iter 
which would be pinched off witt 
car curtailment. In 1938, Bathrick 
says, taxes placed on automobile: 
amounted to more than all the car 
manufacturers received for nev 
cars and trucks they made tha 
year. Total value of all cars mant- 
factured in 1938 was $1,400,000,00. 
Federal state and local taxes wert 
$1,529,000,000. 
















Ford Strike Halts Record 
Output of Blitz Buggie 


DEARBORN. — Delivery of 1,50) 
“Blitz Buggies”—the pygmy reco! 
naissance and command trucks be 
ing built for the Army — would b 
completed five weeks ahead 0 
schedule if production had not beet 
halted by the UAW-CIO strike # 
the Rouge plant, Ford Motor Co 
officials revealed last week. ; 

The Ford contract with the Arm 
called for delivery of the first # 
trucks by Apr. 21. Ford deliveret 
the required number on March !. 


When the plant was shut down by 
the strike, the company had com 
pleted 714 of the midget cars a 
was turning them out at the ral# 
of 50 a day. 





A SALES CLINIC and merchandising meeting, at which time the Of 


Studebaker Skyway 


series was announced, was held last week by 


James ¥ 


O'Dea, Inc., Studebaker distributor in Detroit. The meeting was attended b 


100 dealers and their 


salesmen in the Detroit district. 
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Workers’ Standard of Living Reaches All-Time Peak 


AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, APRIL 14, 1943 





Weekly Wages Advance 
To $38.13, AMA Reveals 


DETROIT.— The average auto-|store counter, in terms of buying 
mobile worker currently has at his| power. Weekly earnings declined 


command the highest standard of 
living in his history, according to 
Automobile Manufacturers Assn. 

The worker's paycheck, whether 
measured in dollars or in purchas- 
ing power, is above all previous 
marks. 

With the industry’s great de- 
fense activities and the transpor- 
tation requirements of the country 
calling for fullest utilization of 
working time, the weekly wages of 
factory workers in automobile, 
pody and parts plants have ad- 
vanced to an average of $38.13. 

At the same time, there has been 
as yet no sharp increases in the 
cost of living, such as characterized 
the World War years and the 
“pooming twenties,’ so that the 
worker’s “real” wages also are at 
record level. 

Using the U. S. bureau of labor 
statistics cost of living index, in 
which the period 1935-39 is estab- 
lished as a base, the article found 
that: 

In pre-war 1914 the weekly pay 
envelope of the motor’ worker 
averaged $15.40. But a low cost of 
living gave it a relative buying 
power of $21.91. 

In 1919, weekly earnings had 
reached $27.50. But the tremendous 
wage climb, together with other 
items of rising costs, depreciated 
its buying power. Measured by the 
same cost of living yardstick, the 
weekly wage purchased only $21.83 
_— of goods and services in 

The 1928 average pay check of 
$33 was worth only $26.98 at the 


GM Wages Show 
Average Boost of 


e 
20% During 1940 

DETROIT.—The average weekly 
earnings of regularly employed 
hourly wage employes of General 
Motors Corp. in 1940 were 20 per- 
cent higher than in 1939, accord- 
ing to a report last week of the 
corporation to its 250,000 employes. 

The report, signed by Alfred P. 
Sloan jr., chairman of the board, 
and C. E. Wilson, president, stated 
that the average annual earning of 
hourly wage employes was $1,804 in 
be as compared with $1,503 in 

A chart in the report demon- 
strated where the GM sales dollar 
is expended. It disclosed that 48.3 
cents went for material, supplies, 
freight, etc.; 27.1 cents for total 
compensation to employes except 
executive management pay; one- 
half a cent for executive manage- 
ment pay; 11.4 cents for taxes; 8.2 
cents for dividends; 3.3 cents set 
aside for renewal of plants and 
equipment and contingencies; 1.2 
cents left in the business. 

The report, contained in an 18- 
page booklet, stresses the part of 
the corporation in “the new tasks 
entrusted to us under the national 
defense program.” 


Fox Named President 


Of Lincoln Engineering 
ST. LOUIS.—The board of di 

, irec- 

tors of Lincoln Engineering Co., 
has elected Alex P. Fox president. 
He will take over 
the duties of 
Frank S. Barks, 
deceased. Fox 
was formerly 
vice-president and 
treasurer and has 
been associated 
with the com- 
pany for 28 years, 
beginning his 
career as a drafts- 
man in 1913 when 
the factory was 
located at Valley 





Alex P, Fox 


Park, Mo. 


wet officers of the company, 
Hol, were re-elected are Foster 
om vice-president in charge of 
g ef Jonathan Kludt, vice-presi- 
‘At in charge of production; G. J. 
jaa” Rue, secretary. L. C. Rotter, 
a engineer, was elected a di- 
. or to fill the vacancy brought 
out by Mr. Barks’ death. 


to $31.40 in 1929, and its purchas- 
ing power dropped to $25.63. By 
contrast, 1937’s wage of $30.30, 
which was at a peak attained after 
the years of depression and low 
production, had a value in terms of 
living costs of $29.22. 

Today's average earnings of 
$38.13, however, have a purchasing 
power, measured by the same in- 
dex, of $37.75, as the cost of living 
has risen only 1 percent above the 
1935-39 mark. 

. The higher type of living en- 
joyed by the industrial worker to- 
day is seen on every hand. For 
one thing, he is able to own the 
product he helps to build. In De- 
troit, fourth largest city of the 
nation, industrial workers comprise 


today 75 percent of the city’s auto- expression of dealers’ 


mobile drivers. 
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U. S. Survey Reveals 
Incomes Still Rising 


WASHINGTON.—U. S, depart- 
ment of commerce reports that 
income payments to individuals 
during February approximated 
$6,150,000,000, an increase of 10 
percent over the $5,600,000,000, 
distributed in the corresponding 
month of 1940. The February 
aggregate was lower than the 
revised January total of $6,525,- 
000,000, but the drop was of a 
seasonal character since the dis- 
bursal of income is normally at 
a@ seasonal low in the month of 
February. 

Trend of income _ continues 
definitely upward, the depart- 
ment finds. Index of income 
payments which is corrected for 
seasonal fluctuations from 96.6 
in January to 96.8 in February. 





“Dealers Tell by John O. 


Munn, 
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is an open forum for the 
opinions. It 
appears weekly in Automotive News. 
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‘Victory Dinners’ Attract 
2,000 Nash Dealers in Week 


DETROIT.—Nearly two thousand 
Nash dealers, distributors, sales- 
men and factory officials attended 
the first 11 of the company’s na- 
tionwide series of “Victory Din- 
ners” last week. 

Currently being held at 33 dif- 
ferent points, the dinners mark the 
Nash organization’s celebration of 
the biggest sales records in Nash 
history. 

A feature of the dinners is the 
designation of special awards to 
dealers and distributors for out- 
standing sales work during Nash’s 
drive to an all-time record first 


quarter. 
Dinners last week were held in 
Boston, Indianapolis, San Fran- 


cisco, New York, Milwaukee, Los 

Angeles, Pittsburgh, Akron, Ken- 

osha, Seattle and Philadelphia, 
Dinners this week are scheduled 


for Washington, Detroit, Denver, 


Portland, Cincinnati, Cleveland, 
Buffalo, Minneapolis, St. Louis, 
Chicago, Omaha, Kansas City, 
Oklahoma City, Dallas, New Or- 


leans, Memphis and Phoenix. 





New Borg-Warner Plant 
To Build Coil Springs 


CHICAGO.—Moving with unusual 
speed, Borg - Warner Corp. an- 
nounced last week that it had 
taken title to a 418x610-foot site in 
Bellwood, a suburb of Chicago; 
that excavation work started im- 
mediately on a spring plant, and 
that completion of the factory is 
scheduled for June 1. 

The plant, to be erected at a 
cost of $107,000, will manufacture 
coil springs for both airplanes and 
automobiles. 





KEEP THEM 


YOUNG 


WITH HYATTS 


Longer Equipment Life and smoother, carefree 


bearing performance are contributions of Hyatt 
Quiet Roller Bearings to the cars, trucks and 
buses into which they are built. No matter 
where assigned to gears, shafts and wheels, you 
can use Hyatts with the full confidence that 
they will serve well and long. Hyatt Bearings 
Division, General Motors Sales Corporation, 


Harrison, New Jersey, and Detroit, Michigan. 
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By A. H. Allen 


FIRE hazards are always a po- 
tential threat to operations in any 
large plant, and elaborate pre- 
cautions are taken to be prepared 
for emergencies. Front line of de- 
fense in the Dodge main plant, for 
example, is a bank of 1,700 port- 
able fire extinguishers which need 
only to be turned over to go into 
action. Turning over the ex- 
tinguisher empties a small bottle 
of sulphuric acid into the main 
chemical tank and releases a 
foamy stream of water propelled 
by gas generated by the reacting 
chemicals. When the charge of an 
extinguisher has been used up, it 
is returned to a charging station 
for refilling, easily accomplished 
by replacing the acid in the small 
bottle and filling the main tank 
with water and sodium bicarbonate. 

* * od 

A more recent development in 
the fighting of industrial fires is 
the Cardox system which utilizes 
the instant smothering and cool- 

ing action of carbon dioxide gas 
stored at low temperature and 
low pressure. Special thermally- 

insulated storage tanks are used, 
equipped with a small refriger- 
ator mechanism to keep the car- 
bon dioxide temperature down 
to about 8 degrees Fahr. The 
pressure vessel is built to with- 
stand 300 pounds per square inch 
pressure and can be of relatively 
thin-wall construction. Contain- 

ers ranging from one ton to 125 

tons have been installed. Dis- 

charge rates from six tons to 15 
tons a minute are used, depend- 

ing upon the hazards involved. 

* * 


In the storage tank, the gas is 
of course in liquid form and when 
released changes to carbon dioxide 
snow and gas, providing instant 
smothering action as well as high 
cooling effect. In a test fire of 300 
gallons of oil primed with 75 gal- 
lons of gasoline and allowed to 
burn for 10 minutes, the stored 
carbon dioxide put out the blaze in 
15 seconds. Particularly in airplane 
motor plants does this system of 
fire control find acceptance, al- 
though it is reported to be adopted 
in chemical plants, foundries, trac- 
tor plants, tank plants, airplane 
hangars, heat treating plants and 
steel mills as well. The gas is 
manufactured at centrally located 
supply centers and then dispatched 
to various storage tanks in tank 


cars or tank trucks. 
* * * 


New Use of 


Powdered Iron 
“GEROTOR” type of oil pump 
used on 1941 Chrysler cars is a 
comparatively new application of 
powdered iron, molded to shape in 
hydraulic presses, sintered to com- 
pact the metal and then coined to 
final shape. In effect, the rotor of 
the pump is actually geared to the 
housing and supplies a_ positive 
pressure of oil even at slow engine 
speeds. The metal is called Super- 
Oilite and is a mixture of iron 
powder and copper powder. Amplex 
division of Chrysler makes the 
parts. 
o * + 
Rapid sawing of medium-gage 
metals is accomplished effective- 
ly with a new type of machine 
shown at the recent tool show in 
Detroit. Furnished with 7% or 
10-horsepower motors operating 
at 3,600 r.p.m. for sawing steel, 
or with the same size motors 
operating at 1,800 r.p.m. for saw- 
ing aluminum, copper, soft brass 
and white metal alloys, the saw 
will wade through an alloy steel 
tubing up to four inches diameter 
with 3/32-inch wall thickness or 
less. Actually the saw, traveling 
at terrific speed on the outer 
edge, melts the metal ahead of 
the blade, and really melts its 
way through the piece, rather 
than cutting its way through. 
oe 6 2 
Surface hardening of low-carbon 
steels, by the electric induction 
process for example, often will per- 
mit the substitution of a 
steel for a more expensive and less 
readily available alloy 


steel and 
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thus may help to relieve a critical 
situation in steel supply, where de- 
fense requirements are making it 
difficult to obtain alloy steels. New 
designs of induction heating equip- 
ment will harden small pieces on a 
production basis in a matter of 
seconds per piece. Here are four 
examples of speed accomplished 
with this equipment: 2,500 valve 
stem ends hardened to a depth of 
3/32-inch in an hour; 500 distribu- 
tor cam surfaces hardened to 62 
Rockwell C. hourly; 2,000 piston 
pins hardened hourly to 62 Rock- 
well C.; and external teeth of 200 
change gears hardened hourly to 
55 Rockwell C. 


* * * 


Maybe Aluminum 
After All 


Bets are being made that the 
motor companies will not have to 
change from aluminum to cast iron 
pistons after all, though where the 
aluminum is going to come from 
is anybody’s guess. Some observers 
are of the belief the government 
may relax its regulations on the 
secondary aluminum market, which 
have only resulted in stopping 
trading almost 100 percent, after 
which the supply situation may 
ease. 

ok £ ” 

Steel deliveries currently are 
being quoted from four to five 
months on items such as cold 
rolled sheets for autobody con- 
struction. Obviously, most of the 
motor companies have made ini- 
tial commitments for 1942 mod- 
els, with price in effect as of 
date of shipment. General in- 
crease of 10 cents an hour in 
steel mill wages, which likely 
will follow the announcement 
made by E. T. Weir of National 
Steel, is calculated to have its 
effect on prices, estimates show- 
ing that a $2 to $3 increase per 
ton may be necessary to meet 
the new wage rates. On the other 
hand, with Washington watching 
prices closely, with steel company 
profits at a high level, and with 
sustained operations in prospect 
far into the future, it is con- 
ceivable that the increased wages 
could be absorbed by the mills 
without changing prices. Prices 
on steel for April, May and June 
shipments have been held up 
beyond the usual announcement 
date, suggesting that the industry 
was waiting to see what hap- 
pened to wages before it made 
any declaration in steel prices. 

ca * * 


Suggestion for the agenda of 
some enterprising motor car engi- 
neering department: A device to 
attach to car mufflers or tail pipes 
which would convert any dangerous 
carbon monoxide gas coming off the 
motor into harmless carbon dioxide 
gas, and thus remove the automo- 
bile engine from the list of lethal 
weapons in closed garages. A Pitts- 
burgh company is reported to have 
been working on just such an at- 
tachment for several years without 
much success. The problem would 
seem to be relatively simple, but 
the solution has yet to appear. 





MERCHANDISING 


PROGRAM of the Nash parts and service department 


took another bow last week when its car-care materials won first honors for 


the best package design in an exhibition sponsored by the Art 
Philadelphia Museum of Art, 


of Philadelphia. Held at the 


Directors Club 
the club’s 10th 


Annual Exhibit of Advertising Art was attended by 55,000 persons. Left to right, 
inspecting the award, T. B. Bartlett, Nash parts and service department; Karl 
Greiner, parts and service manager of Nash, and Harry Lowe, special field 


contact service representative. 


Nation’s Steel 





Close to 100% Capacity 


NEW YORK.—The nation’s steel 
industry operated last week at 99.3 
percent of capacity, an increase of 
1 of a point over the previous 
week, the American Iron and Steel 
Institute estimated. 

A month ago the mills were 
operating at 98.8 percent of capac- 
ity, and a year ago at 61.3 percent. 

* + = 


Youngstown Area 


Holds Steady 

YOUNGSTOWN, O.— Despite 
record production in March, order 
backlogs held by Cleveland and 
Youngstown steel producers are 
much higher at the start of April, 
according to major operators in 
this area. Forward buying con- 
tinues just as brisk as ever. As 
time goes on, much of the accumu- 
lated tonnage faces the prospect of 
reclassification due to the _ in- 
dustry’s determination to distribute 
output fairly. 

Ingot production in the greater 
Youngstown area continues up- 
ward as the season advances. Steel 


No Effect on Tool Output 


Seen in Tungsten Priority 

DETROIT.—-Placing of tungsten 
products under the federal general 
priorities system, along with alumi- 
num and magnesium, ete., will 
probably not affect the production 
of tungsten carbide tools, accord- 
ing to W. G. Robbins, president, 
Carboloy Co., Inc., General Electric 
subsidiary and producers of such 
tools. 

If anything, Robbins said, it will 
place greater emphasis on the use 
of tungsten carbide tools since 
these tools require only a minute 
proportion of the amount of tung- 
sten needed for conventional cut- 
ting tools. 

Body Installation 

MILWAUKEE. — Heil Co. recently 
made an_ installation of a 10 cubic 
yard, model H-31, body equipped with 
a heavy duty Heil twin-cylinder hoist 
for a local school board. 








PRESENTED by P. W. Litchfield, chairman of the board, were 1910 awards 


for the Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co.’s best wholesale salesman, best 


manager and recognition of the best 

Receiving the Paul W. and Florence 
carbon | outstanding wholesale salesman of 1910 was Harry L. 

M. Fleming, Ft. Worth, Tex., ; 

Gaylord F. Crozier, Madison, Ind., 


sture manager. 


was named the 
Was given recognition as the 


“A” store 


“C”’ store manager in the country. | 
B. Litchfield Award of Merit as the 
Powell, Akron. Benton 

best ‘‘A”’ store manager, while 


best “C”’ 


| ped 


Production 


production remained unchanged at 
97 percent of capacity last week. 
From present indications April 
output in both the Youngstown 
and Lorain districts will fall slight- 
ly below the March total, due to 
repair work after the forced-draft 
campaign of recent weeks. 

For the first time in years 
Youngstown district steel makers 
have begun selling steel on a “day- 
to-day” basis. 

Customers have been notified 
that first quarter prices have been 


extended until further notice— 
which means until the United 
States Steel Corp., largest pro- 


ducer and traditional price fixer 
for the industry, reaches an agree- 
ment with the Steel Workers Or- 
ganizing Committee on wages for 
some 261,000 employes. 


The steel makers usually an- 
nounce prices a few weeks before 
the beginning of the quarter. 


. 
Cadillac Test 
Reveals Lowest 
s 
Operating Cost 

DETROIT.--The lowest operat- 
ing cost total ever compiled by a 
Cadillac on an official 25,000-mile 
test run was reported by Nicholas 
Dreystadt, general manager of the 
Cadillac Motor Car division, last 
week. 

“The car used in the test was a 
1941 Series Sixty-one sedan equip- 
with the Cadillac-engineered 
Hydra - Matic Drive,” Dreystadt 
said. “Conducted by the engineer- 
ing department in an unbiased ef- 
fort to obtain comparative operat- 
ing cost statistics, the car followed 
the same route that had been laid 
out previously for 25,000-mile 
records. 

“In view of engineering improve- 
ments, we anticipated a cost below 
other years, but the final result 
exceeded our expectations. This 
showed costs per mile 18.7 percent 
under the 1940 model average. Fur- 
ther, last year’s run was made with 
a LaSalle.” 

According 








to 


Dreystadt, engi- 
neers went to extreme pains to 
imitate operating conditions of 


other years “because that was the 
only way the figures would have 
any value. 

“Certain definite proportions of 
gravel, macadam and cement high- 


ways were included on the route 
at the General Motors proving 
ground,” he said. “Stretches at 
various speeds were interspersed 
by series of stops and starts.” 
Hearing Granted 
BOWLING GREEN, Ky. A M 


Whitney, president, Whitney Transfer | 


Co., who voluntarily surrendered his 
firin’s special permits to ; 
defense 


following arrest of one of his tivers 
and the filing of charges of  jarivers 
of the terms of the special permit, will 
be given a hearing Apr. 15 to de- 
termine whether his Kentucky com- 
mon carrier permits will be cancelled. 


nies : haul national j 
s+ shipments in excess of Ken- | 
tucky’s 18.000 pound truck load limit 


Sloan Predicts 
High Wages Will 
Lead to Inflation 


CHICAGO. Any increases jp 
wages from present levels wij] 
create correspondingly higher 
prices and eventually lead to ip. 
flation in the United States, Alfreq 
P. Sloan jr., chairman of the boarq 
of General Motors, said last week 
in addressing a dinner meeting of 
the Economic Club of Chicago at 
the Palmer House. 

Sloan added that increases jp 
wages are not justified and that 
inflation is to be decried. The best 
way to check price increases is at 
the source, he said. 

The speaker commented favor. 
ably upon the current Canadian 
plan, which provides for labor to 
receive a basic rate agreed upon 
with an auxiliary rate depending 
upon the cost of living. 

At various points in his address. 
Sloan emphasized the importance 
of utilizing the nation’s productive 
resources in both the defense pro. 
gram and the post-war period. 

The fact that there is no measure 
of productive capacity, and Amer. 
ica’s war needs are unknown, poses 
the principal question mark at 
present, the GM chief declared. He 
added: 

“We must decide how much of 
the defense bill is to be paid from 
taxes and how much is to be 
shouldered onto the future.” 


Midgley Given 


Chemical Medal 


ST. LOUIS. — Priestley Medal, 
highest honor bestowed by the 
American Chemical Society, was 
awarded at the annual meeting 
here to Dr. Thomas Midgley jr. 
of Worthington, O., for outstanding 
achievement in chemical science. 

Dr. Midgley, who is_ vice-presi- 
dent of the Ethyl Gasoline Corp. 
New York City, and chairman of 
the board of directors of the Amer- 
ican Chemical Society, discovered 
tetra-ethyl lead as an antiknock 
agent for gasoline and is known 
for his work on refrigerants used 
in air conditioning. 

Following the Detroit meeting of 
the American Chemical Society in 
September, 1940, Dr. Midgley was 
stricken with infantile paralysis 
from which he is said to be recov- 
ering. Despite his disability he par- 
ticipated in the St. Louis sessions 
of the Society and is actively 
directing research. 


Barks’ Will Leaves 
Estate to Boystown 

ST. LOUIS. -- Will of Frank S. 
Barks, president of Lincoln Engl- 
neering Co. who died Jan. 27 
enroute home from Rio de Janeiro, 
stipulates that the bulk of his 
estate be put in perpetual trust 
with the provision that the income, 
after certain individual bequests, 
shall go to Boystown, Neb., where 
it will be known as the “Frank S. 
Barks Fund.” 

Operation of Lincoln Engineering 
will continue under present officers 
and directors of the company. 


Foreign Powers Seen 
Using Missing Fuel 
NEW YORK. — Military con- 
sumption of petroleum outside 
the U. S., even in peace time, 
has been unknown, but some in- 
dication of its magnitude may 
be gained from an analysis of 
the known production and con- 
sumption data. Nearly 10 per- 
cent of all the petroleum and 
related products produced in 


1940, or about 220,000,000 barrels, 
cannot be traced. 

In 1940 world production of 
crude oil amounted to about 2,- 


150,000,000 barrels, and produc- 
tion of related fuels is estimated 
at 110,000,000 barrels, making 
total production  2,260,000,000 
barrels. Estimated civilian con- 
sumption throughout the world, 
and additions to stocks in the 
U. S., used 2,040,000,000 barrels. 
The remainder, 220,000,000 bar- 
rels, is presumed to have been 
consumed in unreported mili- 
tary operations, or added to the 
unrecorded stocks of foreign 
countries. Only in the U. S. have 
either military consumption oF 
stocks of petroleum products 
been reported for many years. 
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PRODUCTION—REGISTRATIONS AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, APRIL 14, 1941 (871)—23 
Week’s Output Dips to 100,395 Due to Ford Strike 























U. 8 — 4 pool nny mate | For Y After Passenger Car Registrations 
WEEKS ENDED AP or ear ter 46 States for February, plus 4 States for March 
RIL 12, APRIL 5 Feb. Feb. 1941 1940 Unit 
Jan.1 Jan.1 Record Quarter toDate Pos. 1941 Pos. 1940 Pos. Gain 
Week Same Week Apr. to to DE MREUTOIOL t60eseswNeee 68,391 1 141,980 1 119,702 1 22,278 
Ended Week Ended to Apr.13 Apr.12 TROIT.—After G& POCOPG TSC POP occ. ci cessses 49,904 2 103,469 2 79,275 2 24,194 
Apr.12 1940* Apr.6 Date* 1940* 1941* nin : : “2 on ge week — iebssareaen 31,705 3 67,874 $8 60,467 3 7,407 
‘ ’ MEUM, GG TGW TESUICH cc caiee see sicccens 22,646 4 49,647 4 40,256 4 9,391 
at. re $1'500 25,200 $0'590 55.972 $71'810 aaaae low for the year.|Pontiac .............. 21,955 5 44,901 5 29697 6 15,204 
a hose davies 8,630 6,507 8,615 15,522 97, 516) AUTOMOTIVE NEWS The drop was|Oldsmobile ........... 18,228 6 37,957 6 26076 7 11,881 
aaline . 6940 5417 6995 12° 97,460 122,499 attributed to the |Dodge ................ 14,059 7 31,127 7 30,280 5 847 
eas aes ae Oe is ss 72,162 96,873) Production Estimate strike at the|Chrysler ............. 9681 8 20,767 8 14113 8 6,654 
Cadillac ............. 1,585 ‘845 1575 9845 rin craen tasr Ford Rouge|Studebaker .......... 7,029 9 15,22 9 13425 9 1,801 
’ , 21,519 weex Plant, which|Mercury ............. 6,230 10 13,447 10 (12,107 10 1,340 
CHRYSLER ........... 26,705 23,929 26,592 47,977 350,030 405,835| 114, <«&- virtually halted So Serer eres 5,669 12 11,927 11 10,020 12 1,907 
Plymouth? ........... 11,575 11,973 11,535 20,808 170,345 192,437 all operations of |Nash ................. 6,191 11 11,893 12 7,773 14 4,120 
BET vc escccevecece 8,945 7,355 8,932 16,089 109,324 126,031 vane the Ford com-|/Hudson .............. 4,855 13 10,377 18 10,791 11 414* 
OMPFMNCP occ ccc cces 3,745 2,680 3,725 6,725 40,314 51,867 103 pany. Oo ee 4,312 14 9,577 14 5,009 15 4,568 
Es oacsuniexaees 2440 1,921 2,400 4,360 30,047 35,500] | oan a : ge total| Packard ............. 3,737 15 8357 15 9,823 13 1,406° 
, or the previous|/Lincoln .............. 1,416 16 3,081 16 3,474 16 39. 
ee ene S35) 300s tke et eae week week was 114,-|Willys .......000.0... 1378 17 2894 17 3,062 17 168* 
Fordy .....----+-+ss+s ’ , 5 14,150 288,131 295,347 500 cars and|Miscellaneous ........ 350 764 364 400 
PEE 5%0 dsvvccdnes 300 2,272 2,300 = 2,140) §= 34,745 = 40,827 trucks and 103,- - —_———_— 
Lincoln ............ . t 758 350 350 10,137 7,074 853 units as-| TOTAL.............. 277,736 585,265 475,714 109,551 
STUDEBAKER} ....... 2,920 2,433 2,999 5,820 37,029 35,432 sembled aaa er *Loss. 
Serre 2,4 , , same period o v ; 
NASH Nt ae ca iam 4,382 19,772 28,203 1940. Chrysler divisions remained; supplied by the Rouge plant were 
HUDSONT ............. 0 Un 3,589 23,685 23,697 General Mo-| steady last week, turning out 26,-| exhausted, Ford’s total production 
PACKARD ............. 1,450 1,091 1,446 2,606 25,209 17,328 tors divisions|705 vehicles which contrasts with] for the week was 2,450 new cars 
WPUEMIEON 6s vaveoece ses ¢ 900 $ $+ 9,123 6,222 turned out 54,-|the previous week’s re a and trucks which compares with 
MISCE NEOUSt ... 7% : 580 new cars/units assembled and 23, ve-|the previous week’s total of 17,650 
5 ow ae — 4820 14,121 105,428 117,920 Be and trucks last] hicles built in the same week last} units assembled and 23,285 vehicles 
. week which is| year. turned out in the same period last 
cosa ghee cn at ae ee ee ee ee ee a slight rise over the previous} With Ford’s Canadian plant still | year. 


*Revised. tIncludes trucks. %Closed. Miscellaneous includes Crosley, week’s production of 53,620. Out-| able to operate and a few assembly| In the independent group, all di- 


Henney, Autocar, Brockway, Diamond T, Divco, oe GMC, Indiana,| put in the comparable period of| plants getting about one day’s| visions remained comparatively 
International, Mack, Reo, Sterling, White, Bantam, etc 1940 was 42,058 vehicles. operation last week, until materials steady. 


Track Top Ten |New Commercial Car Registrations, 45 States for Feb. ’41-’40 



































ones te iN tea as Figures supplied by R. L. Polk & Co., and for New York City area by Sherlock & Arnold 
por : ri 
1941 1940 e z » 
Pos. Make Pos. b ~ . s £ a 
1—34,755 Chevrolet  28,603— 1 MONTHS a] 3 . 3 3/8! a 4 2 MONTHS 
2—$1,225 Ford 24,290— 2 g $/ EE] 818s] 8/]s!]e] gis] 8] 3] @ s 
$—14,094 Internat’l —10,095— 8 sie | ale) 2/2) 2/5) 2/218 18) 218] 2 
4—11,999 GMC 5,514— 5 <j/a/S/A}/G]}/ A] ae |e] ole] & | a] & a 
5— 8,259 Dodge 8,281— 4 Total 44 States °41) 96) 48) 13029 $51) 125) 3381| 108| 13463| 2396) 49) 5982 tf sol ¥y 18i| 531j 57] +—«:108| 40984/"41 Total 44 States 
6— 1,569 Plymouth 1,454— 6 ||_for February —_°40|__60/__—36|_11434/ 344) :122/ 3580/ _—89_-9965|_ 2043/44] 4166 84| 291) 135] 157] 33511/'40 _—‘for February 
7— 1494 White 732— 9 || California — "41 12 5| 890) + 5| 257 5| 884] sot 3 303, 30 a 3 43 29 13] 36| 2893)"41 California 
079 Mack 902— 7 '40| 14 657 8 1| 233 1|__516)__240| (12) 209) ~—24|_—S 48 2 7|_ 16} _13) _18] _2019/"40 
8— 1,079 Mac Total 45 States 41) 108) 53) 13919) 373) 130) 3638 | 14347| 2697) 56| 6285) 400) 682 | 79) 223) 560 70) 144| 43877|'41 Total 45 States 
9— 828 DiamondT 888— 8 || for February '40| _74| __36| 12091, 352] _123|_ 3813 10481| 2283| 56) 4375| 323] _708 = m 148|__175| 3553040 _—sfor February 
10— 458 Studebaker 178—14 Total *41| 297) 208) 34063) 820) 275) 8137) 238) 30522) 11860| 121| 13858) 1074; 1518| 160 my i 1469 152| 333)105589|"41 Total 
Total All Makes to Date '40| 217| 153] 28088| 888|  266| 8158| 243] 23763] 5425| 112| 9913] 895) 1426] 15 i76 321} 392) 81180/'40 to Date 
107,576 82,685 
9 9 
reo ew Commercial Car Re gistrations, tates for Mare - 
Plant ct Vv ty Figures supplied by R. L. © & Co., and for New York City area by Sherlock & Arnold 










(Week Ending Apr. 12) 
OUTPUT UNITS WORKING 
Buick....... steady; 8,630, five days 
Cadillac. .... steady; 1,585, five days STATES 
Chevrolet. .... rise; 31,500, five days 
Chrysler....steady; 3,745, five days 
De Soto..... steady; 2,440, five days 


STATES 


Diamond T 


Hudson 
International 
Mack 
Plymouth 
Studebaker 
— 
yo 


‘| 



























Dodge....... steady; 8,945, five days | 4 i ansas "41 | 00] 61) 461) 83 i 30 | 2 | i ny 7 | nara aaa 
DK eetnenicenrase closed by strike "40! am a 344] 42 67 1|__—-15 1 4 6| — 800|'40 

reese ; 2,025, five days ral 43; 9) 7 1) a) 1) a) 2aapan Delawar 
Zn. .» ys + 1 | aaa “401 1| i : a, 131 | i | if | tT TT al iar . 
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New Passenger Car Registrations, 46 States for February, 1941-1940 


Figures supplied by R. L. Polk & Co.. and for New York City area by Sherlock & Arnold 
NON-AFFILIATED 
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New Passenger Car Registrations, 4 States for March, 1941-1940 


Figures supplied by R. L. Polk & Co., and for New York City area by Sherlock & Arnold 
CHEBYSLEB GENERAL MOTORS NON-AFFILIATED 

















































2 
: | ‘ j 
@ > @ 
5 Dd 4 . 2 STATES 
STATES 2|? ie « sias!|¢t!e 5 * 1 
re e ae 3 2 | ae © 3| 4 al 3 § | <& 
E > =s S & ice ei s/e/]s]| 8s = | to 
é 2 Cm fe = | ae qe/zi|2/]a|@ = | of 
"41 41 il 60) 153| 265 149 21) 50 87 112) 1119) 581) 4) 58} 613} 8) 23| 20| 17/ 28) | 2123 )\'41 Arkansas 
PP nae 41/99} 201101! __130|__280/__—88|_i!_5a1|__61)_— 89, 790|_ a2) 348,543!) 2315] 143 1714|'40 : ; 
——“41 ae "19 51 124) 225) 100! 26) 294 101 93) - 614 It 2 16 172 2 11} 18) 22| 39) 1103 )’41 Delaware 
Delaware aa} 2a] 12}_—4tl =~ 95]_169!__—74]_—9|_—239'_ a} 73i_—as9)_ 24)! al 4} a] 84D 
____—s4,—gga|_ 83 -262—«553/ 1090|421|—«68|—«946) 246) 355 2036) 411) 17] «S| «481 | 5| 59| 30) ~~ 80| —*:112 3] 3896)"41 District of Columbia 
District of Columbia 4l| 117, __60__—-220!__—419)_— 816336] 33|_— 793; 10186) 149 433K 525031] 6) Bal G8] | 8087/40 ; 
—1| 21, — 13 34! 120 188) 58! 5] 448) 48) 410! 599 331 3 29 363) 13} 6 27 | 5 27 | 1228 ’41 North Dakota 
North Dakota a0) 15 8} 45) 110,181) 52), | 846 4) 447,253) 80) 7] |) 2] 8} 8 jae. LU 
ene nn SA) 285. 126) - 407 950 1768 328) ~ 420 ~ 2438) 482 600 1368 1477 26 156 1659 28) 99 95! 124! 206) 3! ~ $350 "41 Total 4 States 
Total 4 States rao) «182,100! 410— 754) 1446) 550! 57|_1919| 297,492, 3315! 129236139 146731) 64|_— 93173!) 6 706'"40 stor Maar 
for March _____—;7, 39767) 11927| 31127) 67874/131695| 49647 95771 141980) 37957| 44901) 281062 103169, 3081, 13447\119997| 2894) 10377, 11893| 8357| 15226| 764| 585265\"41__ *Total 
41| 207 | 2 | 
"Total 14| 14113| 10020| 30280| 60467|114880| 40256] _5009|119702| 26076) 29697| 220740] 79275| 3474, 12107) 94856] 3062] 10791 773) 9823) 13425| 364) 475714/"40_ to Date 





to Date —— ior Feb plus 4 states for M "y 
a cre r ebruar us states for arc 
*Total to date includes 46 states fo 











24—(372 ) 


AUTOMOTIVE NEWS. APRIL 14, 1941 


USED CARS—SERVICE 





Chevrolet is Putting More Stress on 


o— 


Steps Taken to Help Dealers 
Carry Through Emergency 


DETROIT.--Indicative of the 


greater emphasis factories are now | 


placing on used cars, aS a means 
of helping dealers 
carry through 
the present na- 
tional emergency, 
are new steps be- 
ing taken by 
Chevrolet. 

Latest move to 
assure the public 
confidence in 
Chevrolet dealers’ 
q used car recon- 

} ditioning pro- 

W. E. Holler 2ram is a series 

of placards pre- 

pared by the Central Office service 

department for use in the dealer’s 
place of business. 

A series of seven cards are made 
available to the dealer, each of 
which maps one step in the ex- 
haustive reconditioning program 
Chevrolet dealers observe. These 





cards are placed in the service de- 


Are YOU 


Training 
Mechanics? 





partment or used car recondition- 
ing shop, where each service man 
can see them as he _ progresses 
through the 98 different steps 
usually involved in the renovating 
operation. 

Under the general heading of 
“Cleaning” are six different opera- 
tions, all of which must be checked 
off before the used car advances 
to the next division of the recon- 


| ferent checks 


ito William E. Holler, 





ditioning department. “Mechanical” 
lists 12 different steps. 


ing” are outlined. “Metal Bumping” 
requires seven operations. “Paint- 
ing” calls for 29 various steps. 
“Final Checkup” requires the used 
car mechanic to check on 17 dif- 
ferent points. And finally, 15 dif- 
during 


are made 


“Final Inspection.” 

The used car business, according 
Chevrolet 
general sales manager, is the Cin- 
derella of the motor story with a 
dollar volume of more than two 
billion a year at this time, a con- 
stant following that numbers more 
than 12,000,000 of the 32,000,000 mo- 
tor vehicle owners and its train of 
specialized workers has reached a 
huge total. Conservative estimates 
place the number of people who} 
earn their livelihood from the used 
car business at more than 100,000. 





“Whereas the used car and truck | 
business totals a dollar volume of 
sales to customers one-half as 
large as that of the new car and 
truck business, the total units 
handled in the used car field are 
double those handled in the new 
car and truck business,” said 
Holler. 


“The entire used car business is 
conducted by dealers and those in 
the field. Trading, reconditioning 
and merchandising of used cars 
and trucks takes place in dealer- 
ships and on used car lots. 


“To bring dealers the most ef- 
ficient aid in handling used cars, 
the Chevrolet sales department 
patterned a used car organization 
on its new car organization and 
the results were beneficial for cus- 
tomer as well as dealer.” 


An even 
dozen phases of “Upholstery Clean 








CHRYSLER DEALERS in the Pittsburgh territory are promoting a new 
game, “Quest, Game of Knowledge,” designed to create local interest, goodwill 


and floor play during the coming year. According to C. L. 


Nutting, president, 


Chrysler Pittsburgh Co., the “Quest,” a typical question and answer program 
presided over by a ‘‘professor,” will play two nights a week in each dealer's 


district — one night in showroom, 


Cars and cash prizes will be awarded. In this photo is Alberta Carts, 


Western Pennsylvania.’’ 


the other night in a neighborhood theater. 


“Miss 


Two Cents a Mile Actual 


Car Cost, Survey Reveals 


PONTIAC.—The automobile un- 
doubtedly is the cheapest form of 
family transportation and this low 
cost, coupled with flexibility and 
comfort, has been partly responsi- 
ble for the soaring increase in 
automobile sales, according to D. 
U. Bathrick, general sales manager 
of Pontiac Motor. 

Bathrick points to a recent ex- 
haustive survey by the American 
Automobile Assn., which shows 
that actual expenditures for auto- 
mobile travel amounts to about 2 
cents a mile for a car of average 
size. 

“With more than one person in 
the car —and the national average 
is three—this per person cost is 
cut in third,” Bathrick says. 

The AAA report does not include 


MARPAK MADE THE QUIET / 


Quiet the used car, quicken its sale. Marfak does it—muffles 
chassis rattles—because Marfak is made from highly refined, 
heavy-bodied oils, scientifically blended to makea tougher, more 
tenacious lubricant. 


Phone the nearest of Texaco’s 2300 distributing plants, or write 
The Texas Company, 135 East 42nd Street, New York City. 


* 


MARFAK 


OZZLA 
USED CARS 





tires and repairs because they gen- 
erally enter into out - of - pocket 
costs of a trip. Adding these in, 
however, Bathrick reports, would 
bring the total to less than 3 cents 
per mile. 


Cireuit Court Ruling 
Gives Zenith Priority 
CHICAGO. — United States cir- 
cuit court of appeals for the sev- 
enth circuit has ruled that the 
Heath patent, owned by Zenith 
Radio Corp., represents the earliest 
invention covering the modern 
form of automatic tuning, in which 
the pressing of a single button 
mechanically tunes the radio di- 

rectly to the desired station. 


This same court has just denied 
@ petition for a rehearing of the 
case. This radio automatic tuning 
controversy was technically known 
as Jacke vs. Heath, but the real 
principals were the Philco Co., 
which owns the Jacke Application, 
and Zenith Radio, which owns the 
Heath patent. 





New Distributorship 
Headed by Lambert 


SAVANNAH, Ga.—Jack W. Lam- 
bert, formerly of Atlanta, has ac- 
quired the Dodge-Plymouth distri- 
butorship here. 


Housed in a modern two-story 
building is a complete service de- 
partment, facilities for carrying a 
stock of 65 new cars and trucks 
and a one-stop service station. 


Adds Dealership 
MANITOWOC, Wis. — Willard Erd- 
man, Sheboygan Falls Ford dealer, 
has taken over the Ford dealership 
here from Frank Parlow, and will con- 
duct both agencies. 


Used Cars 


—————————— a 


New Products 


Heavy-Duty Tire Added 
CLEVELAND.—Addition of a ney 
and much improved traction lug type 
tire to its line of commercial equip. 
ment has been announced by Seiberling 
Rubber Co. This is another Specig 
purpose tire adapted especially to pry. 
vide maximum traction and long weg. 
ing qualities. 
* 


* * 


Decarbonizing Kit 
MALDEN, Mass.—A new process {o 
decarbonizing carburetor and = fy 
ump parts, aluminum pistons, et, 
fas been announced by the Curray 
Corp. here. In package form, the ney 
process is called Gunk Compound H.-s 
- * 


Road Tar Remover 
MALDEN, Mass.—An instant acting 
solvent for hard-to-get-off road tg 
has been announced by Curran Co 
here. The new solution is called ‘Tay. 
lene” and will be distributed in pin 


| and gallon size cans. 
* * 


* 

? *,* 
New Ignition Marker 
| IRVINGTON, N. J.—An improved 
patented ignition marker, suitable for 
aircraft engines and many other ap. 
plications, has been announced by th: 
Irvington Varnish & Insulator (Co 
here. ‘ 


New Paint Sprayer 
CHICAGO.—A new low-priced pain 
sprayer has been announced by W. R 
Brown Corp. here. It is known as th: 
Speedy Sprayer No. 713. 
> * + 


* * 





7 * . 

New Greasing Unit 
NEW YORK.—A new model of ‘‘Pres. 
surelube’’ portable greasing equip. 
ment_is announced by Pressurelube 
Inc. It is said to be capable of apply- 
ing the lightest or heaviest greases 
regardless of weather conditions, at 
pressures from 1,000 to 12,000 pound: 

per square inch. 


New Process Acquired 
FOSTORIA, O.—Acquisition of ex- 
clusive manufacturing and sales rights 
from Dewey Thibault and Co., Boston 
|on the latter’s Infra-Red Process 
equipment designs is announced by 
the Fostoria Pressed Steel Corp. here 
* = «= 


New Tools Added 


DETROIT. — Addition of five new 
styles to its low-priced mass-produc- 
tion line of standard tools available in 
21 sizes is announced by Carboloy Co.. 


Inc. 
Corroflex Added 


NEWTON UPPER FALLS, Mass. — 
Reflecting the growing importance of 
waterproof packing, Sherman Paper 
Products Corp.. announces the addition 
of a waterproof Corroflex to its line 
of cushion packing materials. 

. * 


Molding Compound 
NORTH TONAWANDA, N. Y.—A 
new general purpose phenolic molding 
;compound, to be known as Durez 4/0 


| Black, has been announced here by 

| Durez Plastics & Chemicals, Inc. 
| a“ * . 

Fluorescent System 

DES PLAINES, IIl.—A new _fluores- 

|cent lighting system to provide more 

light, in a more modern form, at lower 

|cost, and known as the Benjamin 

| *‘Lite-Line’’ System, has been | 4an- 


nounced by the Benjamin Electric Mfe 
Co., here. 





DeeNs his 27 years in the automobile business, Victor C. P. 
Dreiske, Chicago manager of Cadillac Motor Car division, has 
been associated with only three organizations, all building auto- 


mobiles in the higher-priced 
Locomobile and Rolls-Royce. 


sale, and here’s 
“After servin 
in the enginee 


“It wouldn't 
in the market 





before I joined 
was required, 
favored Locom 


V.C. P. Dreiske 


brackets. The other two were 


“Vic” has no difficulty in recalling his first 


his account of it: ; 
g for two years with Locomobile 
ring and service departments at 


Bridgeport, Conn., I was transferred to Chicago 
in 1916. I hadn’t been there long before being 
summoned into the presence of E. W. Eckerley, 
vice-president of William Wrigley Jr. Co. 


be fair to say this company was 
for trucks. It was in the market 


for only one make of truck, namely, the Riker, 
built by Locomobile. Mind you, this happened 


the sales department. No selling 
anyhow, because the Wrigleys 
obile cars and felt that no truck 


could be as good as one built by that company. 


“The sale was 


what is familiarly known as a “push-over,” and 


the only engineering ability required of me in landing the order 


for a fleet of four Rikers was to advise 


as to the best type of body. 


“It’s a matter of pride with me that members of the Wrigley 


family have 
enthusiasts.” 

Dreiske’s career covers nine 
by seven with Rolls-Royce 
Cadillac in 1930, 
Chicago office 
member of the 


remained my 


esses 


customers 


and now are Cadillac 


years with Locomobile, followed 


ce as Chicago branch manager. He joined 
and since 1933 has directed operations of the 
and branches. He is a perennial director and 
Chicago Automobile Trade Assn. show committee. 
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bott 
Actual top and an ie prices on 1940, 1939, 1938 and 1937 A D Vv E R T i S E D Cincinnati — Post; Detroit-—- News; Chicago -- Herald- 
ae f hs ‘a pahewodace oo American; St. Louis—-Globe- Democrat; Atlanta — 
this comparison. News . , , . 7 ei 
a SS aie | ; oe” it d C 4 i Pe: Journal; Houston — Chronicle; Oklahoma City — Okla- 
an oes Su ae ae se ar e Ing rices homan, Times; Denver—Post; Los Angeles- Examiner; 


philadelphia —- Bulletin; Pittsburgh—Sun Telegraph; For Week Ending March 30 
(Copyright 1941—Automotive News) 
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MAKE Boston New York Phila. Pittsburgh Cincinnati Detroit Chicago St. Louis Atlanta Houston Okla. City Denver Los Angeles Seattle Natl. Avg. 

Buick Series40____”40i 795- 700| 795- 725| 795- 585| 745- 695] | 695- 639| 795- 695| 750 | 795 | | | 775- 698| 885 | S| 788- 647 
39] 815-565 | 645-545 | 645- 165| 625- 495| 625- 545 | 545- 999| 627- 475| 565-498 545-195, G45- 545| 625 | 595- 585| 695- 595| 750- 625| 629- 522 my 750- 625 | 629- 522 

= 38] _525- 165| 545-475 | 395- 365| 495- 399| 495- 395| 475- 295| 495- 345 425 l | 565 | 475- 397| 595- 415| 660- 595| 514- 415 
tions 87] 435- 325] 445 |_445- 345| 375- 365| 395- 295| 381- 247| 375- 275| 318- 299| 395- 295| 445 | $45 | 395- 300| 485- 295| 497 | 410- 304 
Cadillac 60 Special a 1350- a1186 | | 1495 | 1445 | | l l | 1225 Nl | | | | | | 1380-1195 
sii aan 975- 825) 995- 895| 895- 785 | l l l l | 995 | 1195 [1175- 995 | 1000- 875 
— 38] 825 | ] | | | | 645 l l l | 695 l | 722- 722 
po S74 565- 195 | | | 395 l l ] | 395 | 575 | 695 | 525- 495 
Chevrolet Master "40 650- 575| 625 | 595- 445| 629- 587| 625- 475| 625- 445| 645- 495| 505- 545| 645- 425| 585- 575| 585 | 725- 549| 645- 545| 767- 645| 639- 525 
ee "39 500- 375| 495 | 495- 395| 599- 495| 495- 349| 435- 336] 499- 345| 465- 387| 525- 325| 475- 445| 500- 450| 495- 399| 499- 485| 560 | 502- 400 
ee "88 445- 295 | | | 899- 345| 395- 297| 365- 285| 395- 295| 385- 324! 425 | 395 | 395- 325| 425- 385| 435- 399 | 405- 328 
amg 879 345- 245 | | 295- 195| 295- 195| 345- 247 | 329- 170) 325- 195] 315- 225| 345- 195| 365- 247| 345- 265| 350- 295| 449- 265| 425- 387| 348- 240 
Chevrolet Deluxe 40] 675- 545! 625 | 625- 545| 569 | | 680- 475| 645- 525| 625- 465! 595- 570| 665- 595| 635- 485| 745- 549| 698- 565 | 645- 532 
eT "394-525-465 447 | 478- 385| 495- 449| 495- 399| 465- 365| 495- 425| 475- 385 | 525 545- 445| 475- 467| 545- 445| 548- 460| 625- 585| 510- 488 
pcx ana "88 475 l | ] | 399 | 395- 270| 425- 375) | 350 | 425 | 465- 365| 450- $45| 537 | 435- 340 
355- 295 | 295 | $45- 335) 299- 175 285- 195| 395- 295| 395- 245| 467- 425| 341- 282 


















Chrysler Royal 40] 845 | | 
39) 615- 545| 575 | 570- 535| 567- 545| | 495 | 595- 465 | | 5% | 545 | 597 576- 522 
"884 495-544 | l | 295 | 445- 395| 385- 379| 469- 345| 378 l l l | 445 | 495 l | 426- 391 
9878 895-295 | | 350- 285| 289 365- 345 | 245 315- 195] 295- 195! 235 l 295 337- 228| 395- 295] 459 331- 261 
De Soto 409 745- 695| 695 | | 744 | | 625- 595| 745- 595 | l | 595 | | | | 690- 628 
9399 595- 525 | ] | 599- 545| 575- 486 | | 595- 445| 495- 445| 595 | 495 | 545 | |_595- 577 | 565- 504 
ee ee | 395 | 395- 345) 433- 297) | 347- 295 | 445- 205) 875- 319| 475 | 395- 345 | mS | 395 | 485 | 415- 321 
l 































































"879 385- 325| 325 | 275- 225| 845- 195! 287- 235 | | $45- 195| 325- 195| 335- 275| 345- 275 | 312- 240 
Dodge "40 750- 565| 675- 615 | 695- 590| 765- 645| 765- 595| 675- 419| 695- 545| 661- 525! 695- 645 | | 699- 687| 745- 596| 695 | 712- 582 
"894 G15- 455| 495 | 545- 445| 589- 545| 595- 469| 525- 389) 550- 395| 485- 425! 545- 495| 595- 575| 497 | 665- 450| 725- 545| 727 582- 472 

ne "88 165- 365) | 425- 395| 429- 357| 445- 347| 369- 319| 445- 315] 385- 329! 445 395 | 387 | 495- 430| 449 | 645- 495) 445- 372 
87) 375- 295! 347- 295 | $75- 245| 325 | 450- 285! 295- 195| 345- 245! 275- 235! 295- 225 365- 275| 325- 297| 425- 245| 465- 295| 489- 395| 368- 271 

Ford V-8 “85” "404 661- 440| 550 | 685- 435| 545- 488| 595 | 489- 386] 579- 470! 588- 475 | 595- 495| 675- 545| 525- 495| 695- 525| 575- 515| 745- 645| 600- 493 
— S08 495- 290] | 465- 373| 475- 388| 495- 365 | 450- 281| 465- 325) 425- oe 5| 425- 398| 525- $25) 475- 390| 445- 385| 496- 465| 485- 445 | | 475- 370 
"S85 419- 295 375 | $25- 285! 379- 278| $25- 295| 339- 247| 395- 249) 325- 269| 445- 345| 245 | $45- 300| 395- 365| 475 | $70- 293 

190| 245- 195| 245- 187| 289- 195| 275- 197| 215- 129! 279- 125) 250- ir 345- 195| 298- 169| 325- 198| 315- 244| 345- 275| 295- 217] 286- 192 

Ford V-8 Deluxe 40) 615-465! 645 | 510- 495! | 585- 525 | 595- 469| 525- 465| 587- 495| 795- 600| 675- 625| 625- 565| 635- 599| 675- 525| | 620- 530 
939 525- 995| 477- 440) | 488- 399| 475- 375! 435- 298| 495- 395| 498- 389| 500- 395| 550- 445| 425- 395| 545- 450| 575- 469| 595- 545| 506- 415 
88] 1425- 315| 340 | 410 | 269 | 395- 299! 375- 259! 365- 325' 350- 345| 395 | 345 | 425 | 445- 375| 485- 385| 460 | 392- 330 

"87§ 295-175) | 275- 195| 265- 175| 245- 185| 245- 195) | 265 | 295- 257 | | $65- 229| 489- 345] 300- 220 

Hudson Six 40] | 685- 575| 545 | 650- 495| 595- 444) 645 | 525- 449| 595- 465! 565 | | 595- 555 | | 575 | 595 | 745 | 610- 498 
T2899 195 | 468- 415| 439 ' 495- 388) 469- 4251 T 469 ] | 345 | | | 454- 409 
$8) 445-985' 395 | (| 825 | 369- 295 | | $75- 295) | 350 ] | 449- 248] 367- 365) | $84- $19 

(Terraplane) °37 289- 270! 227 | 195- 185] 295 | 875-1951 285- 175] 265- 2251 285- 2251 195 l | 295- 195| 299- 265| 449- $25| 288- 230 


RR Ee ae) ae mL ee LS ee 
] | | 815- 795| 875- 795 l ] 


Lincoln-Zephyr 40] 1085- 995! 995- 875| 945 | | 950- 865 
939) 750- 575| 675- 525] 74.- 495] 595 | 595- 575 | 695- 545] 675- 585] 545 | 645 | | | 783- 695| 795 700- 571 
















































































































98] 529-495 495- 475! 550- 475| 595- 495| 499- 395! 495- 285| 435- 395| 395 | 475 l | 
97] 995- 285' 395- 345° 275- 265] | 295 | 299- 197] 375- 225! 275 | $45- 295| 295 | 450 | 425- 325| 435- 315| 595- 395! 371- 294 
CREE ee ee 
Mercury "40 745- 665) 675- 595! 725- 645| 685- 599| 695- 595! 695- 595| 750- 677) 637 | 695 | 745 | 685 | 785- 685| 745 | |_712- 627 
ogg 615-529] 525 =| «85- 480] 630- 525! 545 | §25- 479! 595- 465! 523 | 545- 535! 545 | 625- 535| 595- 585| 595 | 695- 675| 581- 529 
Nash Ambassador Six 40] 595 ] | 615- 565 | | 695- 675 | 595 | 645 | 588 | | | | | 622- 620 
—_—_— oe 180) 620- 105'  —=S=sié=ié‘éL;:«SSS- «450 | 525- 439] 495 | 575-495) 198-465 | 8-465" |S ssCSS | §5 575 ] | 548- 470 
ga] 445-995 | 395 | 300 | 449- 3451 349 | i A 425 et | 394- 370 
37] 375- 285! | | | 265 | $45- R45- 245) | 330- 265 
a s0 TE 
Olds Six (60) 409 745- 595 | | 625- 595! 725- 695! 675- 573| 595- 590! 699- 595| 595 695 725- 685 | | 695- 690 | | 845- 695| 692- 635 
«+ +g9]_599- 475) 575-547] 495- 4701 545- 445) 595- 477| 545- 475! 595- 395! 500- 375 449- 395! 565- 495| 595 | 595- 525| 595- 525| 725- 639] 570- 480_ 
sa) 495-375. —=«|-475- 895| 445- 395! 445- 395! 435- 319! 445- 315! 395- 345° 445- 350) 445 | 395 485- 395 495- 395| 625- 525| 463- 385 
sz] 400-325. ~«S«S6SSC*d*«C« = BT 399- 289! 345- 244! 385- 265! 298- 2751 385- 265! 365- 265| 375- 297! 365- 345| 435- 325! 550- 475! $84- 302 
ware? ee Oo oa er eee ee Oe ae Oe ee; CS 
Packard Six 40 795- 690' 695 | 775- 685 | | 795-745! 675- 660! 699- 625) ' 995 | 845- 725! | 795- 749| 875- 775 | | 774- 707 
ee a, | 599 | 595- 575! | 565- 495] 595 | 565 | 645 | 499 | 795 ] | 616- 538 
gg) 525-400! —=s=—=«| «495-425 498- 425! 487 | 445- 444) T 489 | 485 | | 475- 425! 585- 465 | | 498- 430 
97] 425- 365! ] | 395 245 | $45- 275/ Y $45 | 295 ] | 445- 397] 545 | 380- 346 

! ! ! ~~ 

Plymouth 40] 615- 500! 625- 595) 595- 565! 539 645- 569! 635- 469! 599- 475! 575 595- 545 575- 527! 695- 199| | 720- 695! 620- 544 
39] 515-9951 495 | 495-365! 495- 395/ 599- 395| 449- 310) 495- 365| 475- 425! 495- 39 395 | 525- 435 | | 565- 445 | | 615 | 520- 393 
"38 _ 150-965 365'- | 895-295 | 375- 348| 375- 2971 395- 196! 385- 250! 325 | 395- 265! 395- 225] 327 | 447- 298] | 475- 377] 395- 292 
*g7 395-200! 295 ' $00- 235! 345- 289! 345- 188! 245- 179! 345- 225! 295- 245! 235- 165! 298- 175! 285 | $75- 275| 365- 275! 439 | $26- 223 
Pemscath Deluxe 40 665- 550! 647 | 615- 545! 595 | 665- 525! 595- 465! 595- 495! 588 | 665- 645! 695- 635! 595 | 695- 595! 665- 595! 725 | 643- 561 
ms 139) 515-450! 487 | 500- 395! 457 ' 525- 395! 445- 335! 495- 375! 465- 425! 525- 495! 485 | 497- 457| 475- 398| 595- 449! 625- 595| 508- 433 
19g) 445-375. ' $95- 295! 359 | 425 | 375- 280! 375- 350! | | 395 | 397- 295! 465 - i27- 435! 416- 340 
————37] 319-265 «| *275- 245! 265 =|: 825- 249) 295- 1991 335- 260! 1 325 1245 | 247 | 875- 229) 395- 265! 445- 337/ 3$23- 256 















































































Pendine aie 40] 795-675! 695 1s sas | _729- 665! 685- 592! 645-530! 745- 496 595- 495! 645- 595! 695 | 550 | 695- 535| 745 ] | 684- 574 
a 495’. | 5i5- 395! 525- 467! 575- 483! 495- 389] 575- 465) 465 1 475 | 650-525 | 615-4651 595- 495| 645 | 575- 464 
———“ 5-0 eA 15- 435| 495- 367! 365- 299' 465- 4 ee | 445 | 465- 410! 489- 395! 535- 490 457- 394 
———————g7]_400- 300° 325 | -850- 2851 365- 3451 395- 245) 298- 235! 369- )- 265! 224 369-295 | \375- 249! 375- 295! 465- 435! 360- 290 
. ] 525- 465! 545- 460! 545 | 540 | 595 | 795- 595! 600- 507 

Studebaker Champion _"*°l__ Os 505! 22O*”*«<“‘«‘| ‘KTS 1 '"449- 395! 435 | | 575 | 494 | 525- 460! ~ | 5O3- 460— 
| 695 | 765 | 675 ' 675 | 650 1 775 | 845 | 735-735 

Stadebaber Commander “St us 495'. | 495- 445! \ 545 '595- 449! 499 545-475! | | | 659 | 835 | 602- 466 
——————“ag)_ 188-475" 447 455-425! sas) 495—i<T HH | 495 | 545- 399! 585- 550! 475- 462 
(Dictator) °370 395-225! 347 1 $25- 275 | 295! $45- 265! 297- 295! 205- 245! 275- 275' 337- 275! ] 1 425 | 575- 445! 362- 287 

oa 40] 195 | 375 + sos! (se | 885 a = ' | —_st 498 ' 635 | 466- 466 
A, a a 295 265 Resa ' 305 | | 318- 318 
——____——3n] 285 | 265 ~~ S rl Ye ll _ | Qm- 271 
——__—_—_ 37] 165- 150' 187 | 175- 165! 149! 167- 150! 160 '169- 125! 155 | 145 | 15 | 985- 155! 265- 250! 176- 161 


National Average, All Makes, March 30—$521-$444 
National Average, All Makes, March 16—$521-$443 


ing Prices, as advertised in the classified section of metropolitan newspapers nationally, are compiled exclusively by Automotive News as a copyrighted feature. 
nuwhere that bona-fide top and bottom prices have been compiled from published figures to establish the trend of the market and the resulting national indez. 
Where no prices are quoted, no car of make and model was offered during the period covered. 


Used Car Selli 
This is the first time @ 


a Car prices in Cleveland, Indianapolis, New Orleans, Dallas, Kansas City, Minneapolis and San Francisco appeared on this page last week and will be published again next week. 
Use _ 5 
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By William Ullman 
Washington Correspondent 

WASHINGTON.—Here in the 
capital, Detroit, with its vast 
productive capacity, largely cen- 
tered in the automotive industry 
and devoted increasingly to arma- 
ment output, rightly is looked 
upon as the symbol of America’s 
industrial might. During the past 
week, Detroit, symbolically and 
actually, has occupied the full 
attention of this national nerve 
center. 

But it was not the Ford 
negotiations which were the 
primary cause for this inten- 
sive focussing of eyes and 
thought on the men and the 
machines upon which the na- 
tion is relying to build its de- 
fenses. 


It was, rather, the fall of 
Saloniki, a seaport thousands of 
miles away. It was the ominous 
rumble of the ruthless Nazi war 
machine as it crashed its way 
through the Balkans, giving Hit- 
ler almost undisputed sway from 
the North Cape to the shores of 
the Aegean. The events of the 
past week brought to a close the 
winter’s respite on the continent. 
In Washington those same events 
signalized the opening of an en- 
tirely new phase for the United 
States. And it is a phase which 
has the most direct possible re- 
lationship to the automotive in- 
dustry. 

* * * 


Demand Intensified 
For Production 


THE DEMAND here is for 
intensified production. It is a 
demand made insistently by the 
President in conferences with 
top defense officials, and under- 
lined in specific public statements 
by Messrs. Knudsen and Biggers, 
the latter of which hard-hitting 
duo asserted that industry would 
have to do four months work in 
three or give a mighty good 
reason why the stuff was not 
turned out. 

This is certain: F. D. R. is 
convinced that the next few 
months are going to be critical, 
that Hitler is going to throw 
everything into a supreme ef- 
fort to smash the British (and 
anybody and everybody else 
who stands in his path) and 
that there is only one thing 
that can turn the scales in the 
favor of the democracies and 
that is the productive capacity 
of the United States. And, of 
course, the ability of the de- 
mocracies to get the goods from 
quayside to fighting line. 

There is no doubt here con- 
cerning the ability of the auto- 
motive industry, as well as the 
other defense industries, to pro- 
duce the necessary implements 
of war. But there has been doubt 
in some quarters here (a doubt 
seemingly shared by the Presi- 
dent) that management and la- 
bor as a whole are sufficiently 
aroused to the dangers of the 
present situation and the need 


WANT ADS 


Ten cents per word per inser- 
tion. Twenty-five cents per word 
for three insertions. 


WANT AD DEPARTMENT 
Automotive News, Detroit 





BUYER WANTED 


AUTOMOTIVE COLLECTION SYSTEM — 
Complete—(4) Notices, (3) Final Forms. | 
Samples, literature and testimonials sent 
FREE. Guaranteed. Write today. Mer- 
cantile Forms Company, 11 Avon Street, 
Providence, Rhode Island. 


FOR RENT 


ATTENTION manufacturers’ agents — va- 
cant store in block occupied by manu- 
facturers’ agents, 2186 E. Grand Blvd., 
corner Milwaukee, Detroit; $50 month. 
Union Guardian Trust Co. Cherry 9300. 


FOR SALE 


AN AUTOMOBILE agency, new building, 
repair shop; body, fender and painting 
department, complete with tools and 
equipment of latest design. Filling sta- 
tion in connection and located on city 
route, vast-west U. 8. arterial highway, 
in a city of over 70,000 population. For 
further information write Coe Hottle 
Realty Co., 318 Harrison 8t., Davenport, 
Ia. 
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for peak production on a 24- 
hour-a-day basis. 
* * * 
Drastic Action 
Seen Avoided 
IN AUTHORITATIVE quart- 
ers, hope was expressed last 


week that the smashing progress 
of Gen. Liszt’s panzer divisions, 
bringing in its train the capitula- 
tion of the great seaport of Salon- 
iki after two days’ fighting, 
would dramatize for the men of 
Detroit and every other indus- 
trial community in the country 
the need for unprecedented speed 
in production-—-speed unhamp- 
ered by labor difficulties. 

Washington has felt for some 
time that there has not been 
full realization of the dangers 
to us in the present situation 
abroad. Last week’s develop- 
ments will be used intensively 
by the President and other key 
officials to bring this country’s 
production to record levels — 
and keep it there for the dura- 
tion. 

Insofar as the labor situation 
as a whole is concerned, a notice- 
able lessening of tension here 
can be reported. The feeling 
grew—and it was a feeling 
encouraged by the Allis-Chalm- 
ers settlement and the Ford ne- 
gotiations—that it would be 
possible to avoid drastic action 
to force management and labor 


to compose their differences. 
-— = ss 


Plant Seizure 


Fears Unfounded 

IN MOST influential quarters 
there is a distinct aversion to the 
introduction of the element of 
compulsion by the federal gov- 
ernment into the settlement of 
such disputes. Radical action, 
either by the executive or by 
Congress, will be avoided if at 
all possible. Such action will be 
taken only as a last resort and 
after the Administration is con- 
vinced that arbitration is perma- 
nently hopeless. 

In this observer’s opinion, 
based upon conversations with 
responsible persons, the fears 
expressed by some industrial- 
ists that the federal govern- 
ment is looking forward with 
eagerness to the opportunity of 
taking over plants, is wholly 
unfounded. That would be done 
only in extreme cases, as in 
1917-18, and it is not an action 
which even the general run of 
bureaucrats here would relish. 
Although Knudsen told _ the 
House military affairs committee 
that he felt it would be all right 
for the Army and Navy to take 
over struck plants if mediation 
failed, he also said that he op- 
posed legislation to halt strikes 
in defense industries. But he does 
favor compulsory cooling off pe- 
riods in labor disputes. It was 
significant, too, that Secretary 
Perkins stigmatized as “unjusti- 
fied” jurisdictional strikes in de- 
fense industries. She did not 
think, however, that a compul- 
sory cooling off period would be 


“practical.” 
* * 


When It Comes, 


Watch Out 

WHILE THERE was no at- 
tempt in any quarter to minimize 
the seriousness of the defense 
labor situation, it is true that 
the atmosphere was decidedly 
less gloomy than it was a week 
ago, and the feeling persists that 
the major difficulties are going 
to be composed within the frame- 
work of the present set-up. 

But should that feeling prove 
baseless, watch out for dra- 
matic action from the White 
House. When it comes, it will 
come suddenly and forcefully. 

* 7 i 


Perkins Fight 
Getting Hot 

SPEAKING of Frances Perkins, 
it should be reported that the 
undercover battle to force her 
resignation from the cabinet is 
getting hot again. This is a run- 
ning fight that has been going 
on ever since the President broke 
precedent and appointed her as 
secretary of labor back in ‘33. 
The AFL fought her appointment 
then; the CIO leaders speak of 
her with undisguised contempt; 
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FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS in cash bonuses will be distributed in a four 
months sales =a inaugurated by James F. Waters, San Francisco De 


Soto and Plymout 
in the world. 


ones pick their awards calling for cash prizes from 
silver dollars. Every man and woman in every dealer 


distributor and known as the largest De Soto distributor 
Here is a view of the huge prize board from which the lucky 


$2 to $500, all paid in 
establishment under the 


Waters’ banner, who is instrumental in the sale of a new or used car, is 


entitled to one draw at the board. 


and most of her colleagues in the 
cabinet do not particularly enjoy 
her company. The same goes for 
representatives of industries, in- 
cluding the automotive, who have 
had occasion to confer with her. 

The main source of the lady’s 

strength lies in her friendship 
with Mrs. Roosevelt. The Presi- 
dent himself values her as a 
long-time friend but it is felt 
that he would yield to the im- 
mense pressure for her resigna- 
tion were it not for Mrs. Roose- 
velt’s intervention. But despite 
the President’s friendliness, the 
capital buzzed last week with 
the tale of F. D. R.’s outspoken 
criticism, at a cabinet meeting 
at which she was present, of 
her dangerously dilatory tactics 
in connection with the Allis 
strike. 

Some time ago Fiorello La 
Guardia intimated that he would 
shortly resign as New York’s 
mayor. Washington believes that 
he was then and still is due to 
become secretary of labor. But 
Fanny Perkins still sits tight. 


Gets Attention 

THE DOUBLE - PAGE spread 
in the Saturday Evening Post, 
signed by General Motors Chair- 
man Alfred P. Sloan and empha- 
sizing the importance of the 
automobile dealer in the indus- 
try’s setup, did not pass unnoticed 
here, and there was special in- 
terest in Sloan’s statement that 
this was the first of a series of 
such advertisements. Particular 
interest in the ad was evidenced 
at the Federal Trade Commission, 
which has made an exhaustive 
report on dealer - manufacturer 
relations and where fair trade 
practice regulations for the in- 
dustry still are under considera- 
tion. 


Studebaker Names Thomas 


Cleveland Regional Head 

SOUTH BEND.—According to C. 
S. Fletcher, sales manager of 
Studebaker Corp., F. A. Thomas, 
until recently on 
special assign- 
ments at the 
home office, has 
been elevated to 
the post of man- 
ager of Studebak- 
er’s Cleveland re- 
gional office. 
Thomas’ automo- 
bile experience 
dates back to 1915 
when he became 
a retail salesman. 
He served Ford 
and Willys-Overland before joining 
Studebaker in 1931 in the capacity 
of district sales manager. 





F. A. Thomas 


Sale Completed for First 


Of Pierce-Arrow Bldgs. 
BUFFALO. — An agreement has 
been reached for the sale of the 
first of the buildings in the old 
Pierce-Arrow plant. The one-story 
building is to be purchased by an 
out-of-town concern establishing a 
Buffalo branch for the sale and 
repair of machine tools. 

The owner of the Pierce-Arrow 
properties, has petitioned the city 
to separate taxes on this structure 
from those on the entire Pierce- 
Arrow plant so that the sale can 
be consummated. 





No Change Seen 
In Steel Prices 
At Present Time 


PITTSBURGH. — Leading steel 
makers advised their customers 
last week that current prices will 
prevail in effect until further 
notice. 

This action, putting quotations 
on a day-to-day basis, apparently 
reflects the fact that steel com- 
panies currently are negotiating 
new union agreements. The CIO 
has asked U. S. Steel to raise 
wages; if it is successful in its 
bid, costs may go up, and, in turn, 
affect prices. 

U. S. Steel’s union agreement ex- 
pires Apr. 8 and a decision must 
be reached by that date or the 
contract will be voided. 

* * * 


Great Lakes Steel 
Boosts Wages 

DETROIT.—Eighty-one hundred 
employes of the Great Lakes Steel 
Corp. here will receive the 10-cent- 
an-hour increase, it was announced 
by the parent company, National 
Steel Corp., President George R. 
Fink confirmed last week. 

Although details of the increase 
have yet to be worked out, Fink 
said the increase would be retro- 
active to Apr. 1. 

The announcement of the increase 
largely dissipated fears of a strike 
in United States Steel’s giant mills, 
when it was recalled that in 1937 
when National Steel announced a 
$5-a-week increase the rest of the 
industry soon “fell in line.” 


First Hydroforming Unit 
Ready for Commercial Use 


TEXAS CITY, Tex.— The Pan 
American Refining Co., a subsidi- 
ary of the Pan American Petroleum 
and Transport Co., has completed 
the world’s first commercial hydro- 
forming unit at its plant here. 

The unit is designed to reform 
all of the low anti-knock naphthas 
produced by the two cracking units, 
the largest in the world, at that 
— into high anti-knock gaso- 
ines. 





Akron, Canton, 
Youngstown Sales 


At Record Peaks 


AKRON.—New and used ears jp 
Summit county zoomed to up. 
precedented peaks during March, 
The final tabulation, as released by 
Akron District Automobile Dealers 
Assn., show 2,951 new cars and 
trucks and 3,345 used cars or a to. 
tal of 6,296 cars registered during 
the month. 

The new car figures represent an 
increase of 85 percent over March, 
1940, and 114 percent over Feb. 
ruary, 1941. Used cars stepped up 
54 percent over March, 1940, and 
66 percent over February, 1941, 


According to R. L. Arnett, presj- 
dent of the dealer association, sales 
during March were the greatest in 
the history of Summit county. The 
clerk of courts office reported 
heavy registrations continued dur- 
ing the first days of April, al- 
though there has been a slight 


slackening off. 
* * + 


9,844. Registrations Set 


All-Time High 

CANTON, O.—A new record for 
automobile registrations in Stark 
county was set last month, David 
Smith, head of the title department 
of the office of the clerk of courts, 
has revealed. 

During the month, certificate of 
title for 1,811 new motor vehicles 
were issued. In all, there were 9,- 
844 certificates issued, 1,811 for new 
cars, 2,240 for used cars sold by 
dealers and 5,787 disposed of by in- 
dividual transfer. 

* * * 


Employment Rise 
Boosts Sales 


YOUNGSTOWN, O.—More pros- 
perous conditions here are re- 
flected in near-record automobile 
sales during March when 1,260 new 
automobiles, 113 trucks and 1,889 
used car sales were recorded at the 
Mahoning county court house. 

With the exception of March, 
1937, when 1,419 new automobiles 
were sold, last month’s sales were 
the highest in history here. They 
were higher than in any 1929 
month. 

Sales recorded so far this month 
indicate that, unless something in- 
tervenes, April totals may exceed 
March and set a new high mark. 

March sales compared with 736 
new cars, 60 trucks and 1,122 used 
cars in February and 738 new cars. 
115 trucks and 1,138 used cars in 
March, 1940. 


The sale of 2,535 new automo- 


biles for the first three months of 
1941 is 41.9 percent greater than 
the 1,787 cars sold in the same 1940 
period. 

The large sale of used cars in- 
dicates that men who returned to 
work in the district’s many plants 
during the last six months are buy- 
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Mallon Named 


NEWARK, N. J.—William L. Mallon. 
president of the Newark Automobile 
Trade Assn., has been named chairman 
of the automobile dealers’ division in 
the 1911 Safety Appeal for Northern 
New Jersey, through which funds are 
being raised to finance an expande 


program of the Newark Safety Council. 
Gram of tl wi nety Oe 
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the great auk — almost extinct. The 
demand is almost 100 percent for 


fluid drive. 


Sparks 
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from Page 1) 


| Writing. In Butte, a city of 37,000, 


the clockers report 14,000 in one 
day. In Denver there were 45,000 
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Lunching .. . 


First Quarter Sales Establish 
All-Time High for Period 


(Continued from Page 1) 


shrunk almost 80 percent in the|rials and labor. However, most 
past month, while Ford dealers’ | observers agree that, even though 


7 in three days. Here in Detroit the 
“yOU SEE, in 1940 the fluid drive | Riley Motor Sales Co. says it 
was $55 extra and only on the} made six sales in one day, directly 


eight. For 1941 it is standard equip-| attributable to the Thunderbolt- 
ment on the eight at no extra cost, | Newport display, as well as a flock 
while on the six it costs only $25/ of prospects. 
more for fluid drive than conven- * * * 
tional. Even with the six at extra}! “AND DON’T forget we are go- 
cost, it seems to make no difference | ing unusually strong in the sale of 
-fluid drive is what they want and| used cars. Right now the figures 
we're giving it to them.” from the field show that our deal- 
* * * ers are selling 1% used cars to 
BACKING UP Jacobson in this| every sale of one new one, a ratio 
drive for 41 business is a dealer| that is normal with us,” was the 
body which has been increased | parting shot. 
from 3,300 to 3,500 since last year * * & 
this time. Said dealers are most} HOW DOES it feel to be a guest 
complimentary in their remarks on|on a radio broadcast program? I 
the help given them by the Chrys-! know, for I was so honored last 
ler caravan, which has for its sus-| Tuesday night when I tremblingly 
taining features the Newport and| faced the mike in Windsor, Ont., 
the Thunderbolt, Chrysler’s con-|on CKLW’s “Your Job and Mine.” 
ception of the “car of tomorrow.”|Lee Johnston, prominent in the 
Not on the market now but a hint} Detroit Adcraft Club's activities, 
of the possibilities in the near fu-| papas that broadcast and he picked 
ture. When? So far I _ haven’t| me for last week’s victim because 
heard. The Thunderbolt is the|I had written a book on 40 years 
giant convertible roadster and the! of automobile history. In case you 
Newport the phaeton. There are| have forgotten the title of that 
four of the jobs in the caravans| book, it is “Who, Me?” Lee is a 
which are being shown in dealers’| past master at quizzing, but how 
stores, a magnet to bring in the! could he expect me to tell 40 years 
people. Already, reports show, and! of automobile history in 15 min- 
the figures have been clocked, ex-| utes? I did my best, though—ran 
actly 1,425,369 had dropped into the|through my reminiscent stuff as 
showrooms as of this date of|best I could. I had just got to the 
es | PONt where I was going to talk 
about Bill Knudsen when the gong 
‘sounded. My, doesn’t your voice 
sound funny when you hear it on 
| the transcription immediately you 
| get through your period? 
| * * * 





ANOTHER HIGHLIGHT of the 

, week just ended was the Chicago 

| Tribune’s party at the Detroit Ath- 

|letic Club on Thursday. Wally 
| Bates had for his star attraction 
|Arch Ward, sport editor of the 

Trib, famous for having promoted 

!the Golden Gloves boxing tourna- 

ments, the all-star baseball games 

and the all-star football game, pros 
versus amateurs. Bates, the Trib’s 
man in the Detroit listening post, 

idid a good job in rounding up 

|motoring’s men - about - Detroit, 

|among them being Marvin Coyle 
of Chevrolet, Dave Wallace of 

Chrysler and Forest Akers of 

Dodge. And plenty of advertising 

agency executives and tom-tom 

beaters who were eager to hear 
|Ward talk on _ sports, with his 
theme that, despite the war clouds, 
there is a legitimate excuse for the 

/eontinuance of big sport as an 

— valve for the _ bottled-up 

i industry | natural human emotions because of 

sed be entieh ener ty the editor | Herr Hitler and his Huns. This 

=. aeemnntive News’ * aan ah talk was followed by a swell Wild- 

Imate reminiscences é St . . . 

ia” Mian Sine ‘s work in-|ing movie re-enacting the _ big 

ae ae ee we auto- events promoted by Ward for the 
mobiling."’ Trib. 

LIBERTY.—‘‘Four honks on the horn 
of plenty for this really excellent; NEAR ME sat Malcolm Bingay, 
face aa ter tele Pellessor Brander ‘editor of the Detroit Free Press, 
Matthews: ‘Autobiography is_what|who, in his time, was tops as a 
biography ought to be’.”” — Fulton | sporting editor himself. There was 
Oursler. |I, who had been in the sporting 

BOSTON GLOBE.—". ie pernane | department of the Chicago Daily 
Ms ere thoroughly compre- | News from 1898 to 1905, and Ward, 
hensive: was really needed, and is/representing the present genera- 
written in clear newspaper Style."— | tion, Then there was Charley 
James T. Sullivan. dps |Hughes, now executive secretary 

CHICAGO TRIBUNE—“It is invalu- of the Detroit Athletic Club, but 
i enyese Eecrenes ‘who at the turn of the century 

CHICAG ; ILY “NEWS — “Sinsa- “covered” baseball for the Chicago 
coe feats of specialization in| Herald. We three looked at each 
the motor ¢ar field have made him/other as the silvery voice of 
a unique authority on the subject Of|\4.q told what he had done in 
the automobile.” ; ..|a@ sports promotional way and the 

DETROIT TIMES—", . . tells it not in| creen of envy could be noted on 
a manner derived from dixtins in. the faces of us oldtimers. But the 


tisti m musty tomes, ! ; : 
Canes Sree © on, the personal ssby. talk of Ward's promotions carried 
oKes . | 
| 


tacts of the author.”’— 


DETROIT FREE PRESS— Here are | 
Sour decades of history largely th 4 
tered in our own city, jae at 
sincerity for factual know . een 1d | 

with a fidelity to detail that © I 

the generations to come, ve 5 = 

all historians a prayer OF ti 

Chris.’’—Malcolm W. Bingay- 


o i liberally 

DETROIT NEWS—“It_ is, 5° ally 

saueae with the ast of what news 

Paper people know as ! 

that it is bound to co 

tention of every class © 
George W. Stark. 

Price $3.75 


graphed edition, $7.50 





.»» now available 
in book form! 


Reviewers Say: 
NEWSWEEK.—“'This encyclopedic, yet 


* * * 










mpel the at- 
f reader.”’— 


AT THE Chicago Tribune’s luncheon 
at the Detroit Athletic Club last week, 
| Sparks conductor, left, had lots in 
common with Arch Ward, center, and 
Charley Hughes, executive secretary of 
the DAC, right, because he himself nad 
once been a_ sports writer, while 
Hughes ‘‘covered’”’ baseball for the 
| Chicago Herald at the beginning of the 


ns present century. 
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stocks of new cars were reported 
at only a 30-day supply at the time 
the Rouge strike began. 


areas, increased handling costs 
have prompted some dealers to 
boost delivered prices from $10 to 
$15 per car, although the factories 
have made no change in their 
prices. Except for slight advances 

CHICAGO TRIBUNE’S Arch Ward,| Made recently by two smaller com- 
a eee a. appeared a panies, it is considered unlikely 
last Thursday at the Detroit ‘Athletic that factories will lift delivered 
co, epgncored by the trie. a = prices cr" — the ta oon 
geese Of . + right, KS | season, i en. Rising labor an 
se-aeeniiens in igdas at atte. Mives material costs (including substitu- 
in his college days was a star pitcher’ tion of higher cost materials for 
and played semi-pro ball. those now on priority lists) is ex- 
pected eventually to force new car 
prices upward, probably from 8 to 
15 percent, depending on essential 
costs, higher taxes, possible cur- 
tailment of production, etc. 

Retail sales in April may be 
curtailed somewhat by the Ford 
strike, but outlook for the rest 
of the fir . half is for a continu- 
ance < ie present pace. The pic- 
ture in the latter part of this year 
is as yet clouded, although most 
quarters believe there will be some 
curtailment of production, either 
by edict or by shortages of mate- 








ANOTHER GUEST at the Tribune 
party was Marvin E. Coyle, Chevrolet’s | 
general manager, left, discussing the 
industry with Hampson, right, 
the Trib’s automobile editor. 


Due to the car shortages in some | 


production were curtailed by as 
much as 33 percent, dealers still 
could have as profitable new-car 
operations, through elimination of 
wild-trading, as under the present 
setup of overallowances, etc. 

March sales of new cars and 
trucks by General Motors divisions 
to consumers and dealers were the 
largest for any month on record, 
General Motors Corp. reported last 
week. 

March sales to consumers totaled 
253,282 units compared with 187,252 
in February and 174,625 in March, 
1940. Sales to dealers in the United 
States were 226,592 against 208,214 
in February and 181,066 in March 
of last year. March sales to United 
States and Canadian dealers, in- 
cluding export shipments, increased 
to 247,683 from 226,609 in February 
and 193,522 in March, 1940. 

Turnover in the first quarter also 
hit a new high for any quarter. 
Consumer sales in the first three 
months totaled 608,702 against 419,- 
308 in the comparable 1940 quarter. 
Sales to U. S. dealers increased to 
653,384 from 506,449. Sales to deal- 
ers in the United States and Can- 
ada, including exports, expanded to 
709,714 from 549,182. 


> ——— 
What Do You Like in. . 


Automotive News? 


pecan its desire to publish a trade newspaper in keeping with 
the needs of its readers, Automotive News intends occasionally to 


ANOTHER brasshat present at the 
Tribune luncheon was Dave Wallace, 
' president of the Chrysler division; on 
| the right his advertising manager, Art 
| Tongue. 


me back to the days when I was 
the first automobile editor of the 
Tribune as well as the Chicago 
Daily News, when both papers 
wouldn’t let me use publicity — my 
stuff had to be real news. So I 
had to get out and do some promot- 
ing myself, just as Ward is doing 
today, in order to keep my columns 
going. Which resulted in me being 
an instrumental leader in the pro- 
motion of the famous Elgin road 
races, the Algonquin hill climbs, 
the interclub_ reliability team 
matches and the economy runs, 
so as to have something to write 
about. It made me feel as if I 
was the Arch Ward of yesterday, 
so far as motoring was concerned. 


RIPLEY WOULD like this one. 
It has to do with a man who has 
spent half his life working for one 
corporation. That may not sound 
so startling, for others have done 
the very same thing. But in this 
case I speak with mathematical 
accuracy, based on the fact that 
Thursday, Apr. 16, he will bring 
about this 50-50 paradox. 

Felix Doran jr., is the man I am 
writing about and here’s the evi- 
dence to support the assertion. 
Felix was born Oct. 5, 1897. Twen- 
ty-one years and nine months later 
he joined up with General Motors 
as a Chevrolet field man in Texas. 
Next Thursday is the X which 
marks the spot — just 21 years and 
nine months after going with GM. 
From that comparatively lowly job 
as field man, Felix climbed steadily 
in Chevrolet, winding up as 
assistant general sales manager 
under Bill Holler. A year and a 
quarter ago came a switch to the 
general managership of GM’s fleet 


take a survey of reader opinion with the hope that readers will express 
their approval or disapproval of various features now carried in AuTo- 
MOTIVE News, and suggest others that might be added to make AuTomo- 
TivE News’ service to its subscribers all-embracing. Listed below are the 
major features now carried in Automotive News. We'd appreciate it 
greatly if you would check those you like, or dislike, and mail the list 
to us at your earliest convenience. 


Below the list of present features is space in which you are urged to 
make your recommendations for new features you believe would be 
helpful. Space is also provided for your signature, address and business. 
However, since this is a general survey—and the result is the main 
objective — it is not necessary that you sign your name. 
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sales division, the job he now has|-::: 


as he reaches the 50-50 crossroads 
of his life. Chevrolet being a GM 
unit as is the fleet sales division, 
you can well understand that for 
exactly half his life Felix has been 
on General Motors’ payroll. 





Dodge Names F urlong 


DETROIT.—Appointment of Don G. 
Furlong as regional truck manager of 
the Detroit region, which includes 
Michigan, northern Ohio and Indiana. 
is announced by L. F. Van Nortwick, 
regional manager for Dodge Brothers 
at Detroit. For past five years, Furlong 
has been truck manager for Dodge 
in the Detroit city area. 


gap~ You can sign this Readers’ Signature 
Poll or not as you choose. 


The Editor. Address. 


Business.... 





| Address this to Editor, Automotive News, Detroit, Mich. 


CONSISTENT profits over a period of 
years...and immediate prospects brighter 
than ever! Here is another example. 
And this story is being duplicated in 
hundreds and hundreds of communities. 
That’s what makes the Dodge-Plymouth 
Dealership the No. 1 opportunity in the 


industry. It may pay you to investigate. 


DODGE - PLYMOUTH - DODGE 


WHY NOT get our proposition? Dodge 
requirements are not difficult to meet. 
Any sound business man has the quali- 
ties necessary for success with this 
dealership. A confidential note addressed 
to Forest H. Akers, Vice-President, 
Dodge Division, Chrysler Corporation, 
Detroit, Mich., will bring you the facts. 


Job-Rated TRUCKS 
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